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The te Dange a Foll of Evil Corſe 2 
| Being a | 


Practical Diſcourſe, 


Shewing the Baſe and Vile 


Nature of S1 N, 


AND, THE 


Dreadful Conſequences of it,as welli in P 
this World, as that which is to come, | 

„ 9 4 
Such Effectual REMEDIES, as, if 


- rightly apply'd, will prevent it; and * 
Men to a true Love of GQD and Religion. | . 


Partly Extracted from the Writings of 2 
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1 1 Have Tan and aſter 
| ASI Al 2 very liberal Man-. 
nner, been Partaker of _ 26 
4 — = "Your Goodneſs and” W 


Coney „having had the Ho- | 
nour. to- live. for ſome Years, in in 
Your Family , 5 where You aro 
leaſed to treat me with an unn 
10 Candor and Civility; for 
which Reaſon l preſume' to ad. 
dreſs this ſmall Treatiſe to Vou, in 


ropes You will accept it, as an un- 
feigned, tho poor Acknowledy- 


ment, of all the Favours you have, 
after the moſt obliging Manner, 
conferred. upon me. 1 know that 
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. Complemrare, are too commonly 
made the Subject of Addlreſſes of 
this Nature, without the leaſt Re- 
gard to the Merits and Qualifica- 
tions of the Patron; but I can 
trul) "aver, that the greateſt highs 
which. . n able to ſay, < 
5 ſhort sf the Idea which is fab 
med in my Mind of Your Cha- 
racter. I can atteſt ro Your re- 
Bute Trmipitince and Scbricy: 
Your impartial Juſtice, and diffu- 
fiv ive Charity. And indeed, no 
Wonder, Ph excellent 4 Branch 
fnould ſpriog from fo excellent 
1 Root. I had nor the Advan- 
| 1 of being known to Your Fa- 
ther; but ing che World may be 
credited, which is not apt to 5 
too Well of the Dead, ſo great was 


us bn, > lo enlarged His 
| 9 


DIe TIR 
Goodneſs and Beneffcence, and +} 
10 over ke tee NR. 
putarion be lived in, that fe“ 
Gentlemen have died more la- 
mented. But it was my Happi- 
fiefs to be known to Your Mo- 
ther, and I can, wirhour the leaſt 
Imputation of Flattery, ſay, that 
She might jultly be ranked a- 
mongſt the moſt” accompliſhed 
Ladies of this or any —— 
Ages. She 'was perfectly wel 
bred without Affectation, and E- 
joquent without Oſtentarion; bait 
theſe were the leaſt ö Hel Ac. 
compliſhments, Her pious Soul 
far. out - ſhone Her Eloquent 4 
Tongue; ſo religiouſly. did ſhe dif- 
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1 all Relations; 
but above alf fo mparalleld was 
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: der thoſe. 3 PID wich 
which God was pleaſed for many 


Years to affh& Her, that 1 really 
believe, frail Fleſh, and ed a 


ver came nearer.to. the Perlection 
of out Gieat and Bleſſed EX EM. 


PLAR. Sir, 1 could fay much 
more in 32 of Your-lelf and 


your Ancient and Worthy Fami- 


ly, but 1 | feat + have. already 
; rreſpaſſed , upon. one/ of . Your 


bri right and diſtinguiſhing Orna-- 
ments, Vour MOD ESTV. Whe- 


refore | ſhall. only. ** Le Iu to 


aten r ſelf, . 
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T Shall not "els" any op ol 
" the Publication 4 25 port 
cout the real Intent of it bein 
Ito promote the Honour and Glory of | 
God „ and the Salvation of Men's 
W Souls ; * I. may be hoped, that God 
vill give a Bleſſing to this, and alt 
uch Lood | and ans lader. 
takings, Having, writ it for the 
wo of Poor and Ton ant Perfonk, 
I have. endeavour'd. to male "it as 
ey and Flain 4s was poſſible; a 

to adapt it to the meaneſt Caparth? 
I do not pretend to have faid an 


ting ner; . 1 "ſhalt ieee, 
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acknowledge, that 1 have talen almoſt 
all I hape ſaill from the beſt and 
moſt approvd Engliſh Authors; as 
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cried” I . Efem 7 tze "World, 
f 4 their Learned, Pions and Judicious | 


4 mine, it a f cient 9 7 
— of it. Such as it is, I freely 
Jreſent it to all ious and ell. diſpoſed 
Perfons, if 10 reap ee 
Wt, let them give G0 B the Praiſe, 
| and me their Pray ers: Aud 1 105 
not fail to Ice thy knighty GOD, 
that e b 
bis Grace, make ſuch, a deep, and laſt- 

ng Impreſſion upon their 5x" hav that 
it may bring Verth i in them the Ten | 
of Good Living ; ' to the Honour an 


Praiſe of Hu 1 moſt Hoh NAME; 
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2 The Danger and Folly 


Wiſdom, and the moſt important Af- 
fair in the whole World, maturely to 
confider the heinous Nature, and 
dreadful Conſequences of it; and to 
fortify ourſelves againſt all its Charms 
and Allurements, with the beſt and 
{| moſt perſuaſive Arguments: And in- 
{ - deed, ſo many, and ſuch convincin 
Arguments there are againſt 8 IN 
both from the Deformity and Baſeneſs 
ol its Nature, and the Dreadfulneſs 
of its Conſequences and Eſſects, as 
Well in this Life, as the other, that 

one would think no Man in his right 

wits could be guilty of it. SIN is 
certainly the greateſt of Evils, becauſe 

| it draws us away from our chiefeſt 
| Happineſs, and the moſt dangerous 
of Diſeaſes, becauſe it not only kills 
the Body but the Soul too: tho? it may 
be conceived with Pleaſure, yet it ãs 
brought forth with Pain and Sorrow, 
and ends in Death and Miſery, HowW-- 
ever flouriſhing and proſperous Sin 
me appear for a ſeaſon, yet ſoon is 
the scene changed, and Sinners ſball be 
——  confunied out of the Earth, and the Un- 
= ERR EMI. 63 1 4 2 | goaly 
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_ _ of Evil Courſes; Ke. 
rodly ſhall come to 4 fearful End. Tho? 
Sa boca ſo grateful and delicious 
to the taſte, yet, like' the Book in the 
Revelation, it is Galt and Bitterneſs 
in the Belly, and is like the Vines of 
Sodom, and the Fields of | Gomorrah + 
their Grapes are Grapes of Gal, ibei- 
Clafters are er e 5 
fon of Dr. ous, a cue Vermis 
e e 32.32, 33. From this 
poiſonous Root ſpring all our Miſe- 
ries and Afffictions, as Godlineſs has 
all the Promiſes, ſo Sin has all the 
Woes and Curſes of this Life as well 
as of that which is to come. It not 
only deſtroys our Bodies our Reputa- 
tion and Eſtates, but. it defiles our pure 
and precious Souls, it trans forms us 
into Brutes here, a nd Dells hereafter. 
As for the Tranſmigration of humane 
Souls into the bocies of !Brutes, ro 
it cannot be denied hut that many of 
the Ancients held it: Let Timaus 
Lotrus and divers others of the Pytha- 
goreuns rejected it any other wiſe, than 


© Cndworth's Syſtem. C. 1. par. 3ů·4t. 
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4 The Danger and Folly 
as it might be taken for an Allegorical 
Deſcription of that beaftly Trans for- 
mation that is made in Mens Souls 
by. Sin. Yet ſuch raſh, fooliſh, and 
depraved Creatures are we, that we 
run upon our own Miſery and De- 


ſtruction: Me ſin as it were with greedi- © 
neſs, Ae ver conſidering, that Her End ' . 

bitter as Mormmood, ſharp as a two-edged Ml © 

| Sword; her Feet go down to Death, her 
Steps take hold on Hell, Prov. 5. v. 4,5. 0 
That the Congregation of the Wicked i- 


lite. Tow wrapped together: and the End 
of tbem is 4 ante Fire to de ſtroy them. 
Ihe way of Sinners is made plain with 
ſtones: but at the End thereof is the Pit 
of Hell, Eecluſ. 21.9, 10. Now, the De- 
fign- of this ſhort Diſcourſe is, (if it 
may ſo pleaſe God) to awaken Men 
out of this ſtupid Lethargy, and to 
bring them to a true ſenſe of their 
Danger and Folly: To which End, I 
ſhall take this Method: © 
I. I will ſhew them the baſe and 
vile Nature of SIN ; vig. That it is 


a Compound of Shame, Unprofitable- il = 
| neſs, and Folly. Tat ow” 00 165, 4 SOWALND.. 
„ FS. II. 11 


. 3 
II. I "ſhalt lay before them, the 
xſequences and Effects 


il 


5 dangerous O0 
8 
d 


of 1 it. n! 

III. I ſhall preſeribe ſach Reine: 
e dies againſt it, as T hope, if r Bok 
ü apply'd, Will effelt 2 ar? 
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H A T sin is IND 401 
+ | ſhameful thing, does appear 
8 2 henee, That how mucli ſoe. 
ver Men are in Love with it, yet they 
dare alha med to own it. He mult - 
be a Sinner. of a long ſtanding, whoſe 
Heart is hardned, and who is deſert- 
ed of the Holy Spirit of G ov, _ 
can ſin without a Bluſh... To this pu 

poſe are thoſe Words of our "Church. 
e 7 1 Thoſe who ha ve committed any 
e heinous Offence, or ſome oy and 
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| * ** Part of the Homil) of 8 bes 2 | 
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| 3H fal Action; hence Criminals ſeek for Se- 


6 The Danger and Folly 
4 abomitable Sin, if it onae come to 
4 thorough feeling of it, they be ſo a- 
ſhamed, (their own Conſcience put- 
| W tin ; before. their Eyes the Filthi> 
nels pf their Ad) that they dare 
6 look no Man in the Face, much leſs 
ce that they ſhould be able to ſtand in 
«the ſight of Go. And + Tertul- 
lian ſays, that Nature has imprinted 4 
certain Fear and Shame upon every. Sin- 


crecy, refuſe to make their A pearance; 
being aßpprehended, they tremble”; being 
| 75 they deny the Crime; being put 
to the Rack, they ſeldom, and nat mis bont 
4 great dea Bee „ conft/s: if; 
being condemu d, they grieve , they cal 
themſelues to an Account, and impute 
their Villanies to Fate, and the Influente 


— 


. 5 Malum aut 1 e Pudore Natura 
per fu it 3 denique M | i geſtiunt latere, devitat t 
apparere, |trepidant feprobeatn, negant accuſati, ne 
torti quidem facile aut ſemper fel per : > cextè 
condemnati mœrent; dinumerant in ſemetipſos, 
Mentis male Impetus Fato vel Aſtris imputatit; no- 

| * enim ſuum eſſe, quia Malum eſſe agnoſcunt. 4. 
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their own doings, .becanſe they acknowledge 
them to be evil, And this is a Truth 
which we. ſee confirmed every Day. 
Do not the Drunkard and Adulterer, 
the Thief and. Murderer, ſeek oujt 
private obſcure Corners for the Per. 
petration of their Villanies? And being 
detected, what Horror and Confuſion 
does appear in their very Locks? 
„Now, What is the Cauſe of all this? 
Why do not theſe Men att their 
Crimes before the World, and in tbe 


Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, 
is, becauſe their deeds are evil, Joh. iii. 


a. 


19. 0% 2.7, | 
Lat ateth the Light, neither cometh 
to the Light, leſt his Deeds ſbould be 


- cometh to the Light, that his Deeds 
may be made manifeſt that they ate 


wrought in God. Sin naturally makes 


ſays of the wicked Man, that 
ful Sound is in his Ears, that Trouble 
5 Bs. a 
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Face of the Sun? Why, the Evange- _ 
iſt tells us that the Reaſon why ſoch _ 


2.1. and that everyone that doth _ 


reproved, But he that doth Truth _ 


Men fearful and meren bu 1 
35 


- $8 The Danger and Folly | 
and Angaiſb ſball make him affraid, they 
| ſhall 1 gainſt him, as Ning read) 
to the Battel. And he gives this un- 
deniable Reaſon for it, for he ſtretch- 
eth forth his Hand againit God, and 
_ ftrengtheneth himſelf ag ain# the Almig h- 
5, Job. 15:21, 24, 25. And in ano- 
tther Place it is faid that the Sound of 4 
ſhaken Leaf ſhall chaſe them, and they 
ſhall flee as fleeing from 4 Sword, and they 
ſhall fall when none purſueth, Lev. 26. 
36. and Pro,28. The Wicked flee when 
no Man purſueth : but the Righteous are 
as bold as a Lyon, And the Prophet 
lays, the Sinners in Lion are afraid, 
Fearfulneſs hath ſurpriced the Hypocrites, 
La. 33. 14. Aſſoon as Adam had ſin- 
ned, he was for hiding himſelf from 
the Preſence of the Lord: his Conſci- 
ence ſmote him, and therefore he was 
aſhamed and afraid to appear before 
Goo, Gex. 3. 8. And * Joſeph ſays, 
that before the Fall Adam converſed 
familiarly with God, but that after 
he had ſinned, he durſt not come be- 
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or Evil"Courfss;'&c. © 9 
fore him We have another dread- 
ſul Inſtance of this in Cain, who, af- 

ter he had ſlain his Brother,; was fei- 

. zed with ſuch a panick Fear, that he 
thought that every one that met him 
would kill him. Ie ſball come ro puſs, 
ſays he, that every one that findeth me 
| ſhall ſiey me, Gen. 4. 14. And what 

Creature can be imagined in a more 
dieplorable Condition than he who 
_ thus carries his Tormentor in his Bo- 

ſom? what Fears, what Perplexities, 
what horrible Deſpair earch Heart 

of ſuch a Wretch as this; who ſuſ- 
pets every thing, who ſtarts at his 

. own Shadow, who trembles at every 

little noiſe, and is jealous that every 

Man he meets will deſtroy him? Thus 

is Witkedneſs condemned by her own Mit. 

neſs, very timorous, and being preſſed 
with Conſcience, always forecaſteth grie- 
vous things, Wiſdom 17. 11. In all 

Nations and Languages, Virtue ſigni- 

fies ſomething that is reputable and 

praiſe-worthy; and Vice, that is diſ- 

13 and fcandalous. And tho 

ſome Men have the Impudence to 
8 5 B 5 pre- 
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ful a ching is Truth) theſe very Men 
| -confute themſelves : For when-they | 


pretend, that there is no innate Tur- 
pitude and Sha mefulneſs in Sin; and 
ſo would confound all Difference be- 
tween Good and Evil; yet (fo power- 


have a mind to render any Man ſcan- 


_ 2 dalous, they always reproach him 
with his Vices. And we may take it 


for a Rule, that whatever Gloſs they 


be good or innocent, which they ate 
afraid or aſhamed to on; which 
they bluſh at when alone, and are in 
Pafſion when others upbraic 
with it. For Humane Nature re- 
tains ſuch an utter Abhorrency of Sin, 
that no guilty Perſon can be at eaſe, 


but is lite the troubled Sta, which caſteth 


only the Univerſal Language of Man- 
kind, but it is likewiſe What every 
Man feels: For I dare affirm, that 
no Man was ever Vicious, but his 
Conſcience did one time or other up- 
braid him with it 
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pbraid them 


e Mire um Dirt; there is no Pence,ſaith 
mm God, to the Wicked. And this is not 
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None 
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- *None wits him of: his —— eren | 
grit in 5 
Wi damn; and. (Conſcience mill record 
an the. Fault; $4306 4 00 Is . TY N 


5 Net „e Revenge, wo . = 


fin Te arent: than «gail Mind. 
Gulle is like a Dart .thro” 
A2 Mans Heart, it gnaws and bor- 
rodes the Soul; Which made Flu. 6 
i tarch compare it 10 a. ay ern —f 2. 

the Breaſt that perpetually 4 

and ſtings the Soul with the f nga of jo 4 
Repentance. No daring Sinner, uu. 
leſs his Heart be Bardned, can ever. 
mm quiet to the Grave; Whatever 
he may uſe. te flenes is Su, 
ſcience ſor . oy preſent, it will. one 
time or other awaken wich 4 Ven 
geance, and like an armed Man ne, 
upon him, and prey upon his Heart 
| like a Worm that dyeth eee oa 
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che Danger andFolly' 
him like a Fire which can never be 
quenched. Cicero quotes Plato for 
this Saying, that If Honey. could be 
| ſeen, all Men would be in love with her. 
And, on the other Hand, could Sin ap- 
pear in its natural Shape, ſurely it 
would ' be a moſt frightful ghaſtly 
Sight; for indeed, i e 
and offenfive a thing it is, that could 
Ve ſes our ſelves when we commit it, 
furely we ſhould loath our ſelves in 
our own Eyes; nay we ſhould think 
our ſelves more vile than the Beaſts 
that periſn. Sin, is what all ſober 
and wiſe. Men detreſt; nay, ſo vile 
and baſe a thing it is, that the very 
- Suſpicion of it is enough to render 
any Man odious to all good and vir- 
tuous Perſons, for it is impoſſible for 
ſuch to love and eſteem a Sinner, 
It does not only incur the Hatred of 
others, but it ſets a Man at variatice 
with himſelf, it defaces the Image of 
Go p, and transforms a Man into the 
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dux fi cerneretur, mirabiles Amores (ut ait 
Plato) excitabit Sapientiæ. 
EY very 
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el Evil:Counles; ke- 
very Shape and Likeneſs of the | 
It was Sin that brought the Son of 
= God from Heaven, that him 

to the Scorn and Contempt of his: E. 
nemies, that plaited the Crown af 
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Devil. 


expos d him 


Thorns and put᷑ it upon his Head, that 
nailed his tender Hands and Feet to 
the Croſs, that pierced his Side with 


the Spear, that extorted from him that 
doleful Cry, My God, my God, why haſt 


thou forſaken me! and made his pure 
and immaculate Soul ſorrowful, even 
uno Desk. 6 

And thus I have ſhewn, how inſe- 


parably Sin and Shame are linked to- 
gether. What then can be more 


baſe and vile, more below the Digni- 


ty and Character of a Man, than to 
live in ſubjeQion to this cruel merci. 


leſs Tyrant, this Brat of the Devil, 


this Firſt- born of Hell . 14+ 387 IR 


. I ſhall' conclude this Head with. 
thoſe T of Solomon, and the wiſe 
Prov. iii. 30. The Wiſe 
(that is, Good Men) ſball inberit Glo. 
75, but Shame ſball be the Promotion of 8 


Son of Sirac 


Fools. . And 4 * Man hat 
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cometh to Shame, Ch. 13. 5. The other 


5 had you then in thoſe tis, whereof you 
are nom aſhamed.? Rom. 6. 21. Let us 
but compute what: we have gained 


hut Nanity and Vexation, Miſery and 
by the Devil does uſually prevail wich 
Mien to ſin, is by ſuggeſting to them 
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is Ecclaf. vi. 4. A wicked Saul ſhall da. 
him that hath it, au ſball male 
him tu be laughed to ſcorn of his Enemies. 
be 2 ee har MoH 
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8 Sin is ſhameful, ſo it is unpro- 
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fable too. Every Man may 
ask himſelf the ſame Queſtion which 
St. Paul put to the Lowans, What Fruit 


y all our evil Doings, and we ſhall 
nd that the Wages of Sin are nothing 


knows very well how ready Men are 


to len to any th 

tends to their — 
and therefore he per 
the moſt profitable — 
Courſe, the beſt and ſureſt Way u 
_ their Fortunes, is, to he coniarm- 


> 


Ag, to ran with abe Maltitude to do 
Evil. By this Stratagem he:deluded = 
our * and unwary MD. 
3 — 
the Forbidden Fruit, by per 

her, that it would mightily advance 
her Condition; D 2 
thereof (lays he) your Eyes ſhall . n. + 
ed, and ye full be as Gods, Gen. ii. 7. 
The very ſame Art he uſed, tho* not q 
with the ſame Succeſs, in EY | 
our Bleſſed Saviour; he ſhen d him att 
the 1 and the Glo- 


down and. worſbip me, Matth. iv. 8, 9. 

But let us eonſult the Holy Scriprure, 
(that plain, full and infallible Rule 
both-of our. Fat and PraQice, ler | 

us put on this Armour of God, for | 

; then 
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able to the common Practices of the - 


things will I ghwevhie, if -rhiw wilt fhtl 
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then we ſhall be able to repel the 
Eiery Darts, I mean, the Pernicious 
Sophiſtries and Deluſions of out 
grand Adverſary the Devil. There 
We ſhall ſee, that Sin is in all reſpects 
unprofitable, and a thing of nought; 
that the Advantages we hope to reap 
by it, are vain and imaginary, and 
that they dye in the Compaſs of a 
Thought; the Expectation of it is no- 
thing but Diſappointment, and the 
Fruition of it periſnheth in a Moment. 
Hence it is, that Sinners are ſaid to 
mary themſelves for very Vanity, and 
that they labour in the very Fire, Hab. 
Ei. 13. ht they ſpend their Money for 
that which is not Bread, and their Labour 
for that which ſatisfieth not, Ia. lv. 2. 
Thus groſly miſtaken is that Man, 
that thinks to entieh himſelf by frau- 
dulent ſiniſter Practices; he will in 
the End ſee all his Endeavours blaſt. 
ed, and that, as the wiſe Man ſpeaks, 
he laboureth for the Wind, Eccleſ. v. 16. 
It is a famous Saying of * Cicero; and 


"x * * 


22 LEE BA —— COP. "WW. 4 

2 7 r r I ; LY AS EE 5 

F Omis opinio ad eam rem traducenda, ut 

433 2 .-, „ I. & * Fo wa 7 ow 4 iy * > p 7 

8170 ä worthy 
. 


= 


+ '» 


> * 


* l = , 1 * . v * | | "Yu ” 
N a ; | 
. | : : 
» of * _ n 5 
* * H WT 
: wt a, 8 £2 gh 2, V3 * * wo „ 8 2 
; . * S 7.5 1 * a3? SS 
: g 0 | | Co 1 
” * ö * 1 


worthy of every Chriſtian's © a. = 
tion; That if ever Men hope to attain 
their Ends, they mutt not ſet about them 
by Kgavery and Underhand- dealing; but 
by Jaſtice and Integrity, in their Deſigns 
and Actions. And it is the Obſerva- 
tion of St. Chryſaſtom, that Simplicity 
and Truth is a great and wife Thing} 
but Cunning and Deceit is fooliſh an 

mean. For, ſays he, obſerve the Beaſts, 
the more Courage and Spirit they 
have, the leſs Art and Subtilty they _ 
uſe; but the more timorous and ifgno- 
ble they are, "the more | falſe and de. 
ceitfal, Av 


Chi aſſures us, that Treaſures of 
Vi profit nothing, but Righteouſs 
ne ſs alivereth from Deu; the Lora 

will not ſuffer the Soul of the Righteous 'v0 
famiſh, but he cafleth away the Subſtance 
of the Wicked, Bleſſings are upon the Head 
ef the Jui, but Violence couereth the 
Mouth of the Wicked, Prov. X. 2, 3, 6. 
Again, Bread of Deceit is ſweet to 4 
neſtis conſiliis juſtiſque factis; non fraude & mali- 
tia, ſe intelligant ea quæ veliat, conſequi poſle, Ci- 
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n greater than Cicero or 


18 The DangerandFolly 
Man: bat . afterwards his Mouth ſbal 
be filled with Gravel, C 20.17. And 
the Prophet ſays, . 4s the Partridge ſit. 

teiß on 50 and batcheth them not, ſo 

- he that getteth Riches, and not by Right, 

ſhall liabe them in the Ain of bis Digs. 
and at his End ſhall be a Fool, Jer.17.11, 
And it is Tobit's Advice to his Son; 
My Son, be mindſul of the Lord our God 
lt thy Days, and let not thy Will be ſet 
0 Sin, or to tranſgreſs his Command. 
wee, do wprightly all thy Life long, 
' * and follow not the Ways of Untighteogſ: 
20% for if thou deal truly, thy Doings 
bal proſperouſly ſucceed to nge, and to al 
- them that live juith,Tob.iv.g.6, Which 
as much as to ſay, Tho Meay 
ſttiak, that Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, De. 
ceit, Covetouſneſs, ga cring where 
they have not ſtrewed, and reaping 
Where they have not ſown; getting 
all they can, and parting with as little, 
As the readieft and ſureſt way to thrive 
in the World; yet the Truth of God's 
Word, and the Fidelity of his Promi- 
ſes are engaged on the contrary; and 
that the moſt profitable Courſe a Man 
ad | can 
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1 9 
an take, and the liktelieſt Meats 4 
ziſe his Fortune, is, to exerciſe the - 
oſt exact Juſtice, and the moſt dif- 
uſive Charity: For, Whatever the 
griping, ſordid Worldlin g may think, 


theſe: have the Bleſſing 9 Got,” even 


in this World entailed 1 


8 
and that they are ſo far Ro: mo 


riſhing any Man, that they are - 
rect Road to Riclies and Plenty. T 


There «that [cattereth, and yet 2 8 
and tre i fat wirk-bialderh mort i 
is meet; but it nent to Pneναν 'Provi 


Do not we every Day foe 

den nge bechings ofthis World —— 

wy the green Ap e is Wo 
igence, riling up early, a 4 
own. ny aun 1 he Bread 2 8 

Fans andyetaſterall their La= 

bour and Pains, they cannot accom» _* 

pliſh their Deſires; the Curſe of God 1 

goes along with them, and therefore 

all their xpeQations fail, their/En- - * 

deavours are all in vain: And what 1 

dan we ſuppoſe the Reaſon of this to 

be, but that, as the Wiſe Man ſays, 

chey Joo * ge therefore, by 


"'* the © 


20 e nr 
the zuſt Judgment af God, they e 
nothing but 5 anity, Prov. xxii. 8. 922 
à ſtrange Infatuation is it then, to 
doat upon that which is ſo vain and 
50 rofitable; which ſo infallibly diſ. 
appoints and fruſtrates all our Hopes 
100 ad ExpeBations, and'whoſe Promi- 

ever fail us? Wherefore let us re- 
ſolve to break off this Unprofitable 
Courſe of Life, and ceaſe to beſtow 
our Time and. Labour upon that 
which is ſo diſadvantageous to us; 
haviog always in mind, that while 
we continue therein, our Years are 
. conſumed in . our N 
are all anne, 1 
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1 1 — 4 Men defirs to 85 bb 

I [wiſe and prudent, and nothing 
wounds them ſo deep, as to be ac- 
counted weak and fooliſh; this is 
| * a very great nn 
a 


2 i} 


nd one of the worſt Defects belongi 


nwilling to own, being content to 
de accounted any thing; rather than 
a Fool. And therefore it is to be 


ſenlible: of the egregious Folly of gin, 

it would in a good mea ſure deter them 
rom the Commiſſion of it. Now, 
in Was always known to be a Wek- 
neſs and ImperfeQion. If we ſet a- 
fide all Conſideration” of the Divine 
Law; Sin is“ nothing elſe but to act 
fooliſhly and inconfiderately, to gras | 
tifie a fooliſh Humour, a {ly Cultom, 
or à violent Paſſion, in. oppoſition to 
Reaſon. This it did appear to be, to the 
Heathens; but the Goſpel has ſet the 


ſenting it to us as the height of Mad 


I ness and Folly; Hence it is, that M 
I Scripture-Language, Fool and Sinner 
ght are ſynonymous- Terms. Solomon, 
ung throughout” the Whole Beck of 2 
ac- verde, brands theSinner with theo 

is Character of Fool; as if it w 8 | 
on, prope! Name, and as if he were em- 


I n 2 


© vfEvil court e, 2x 
o Men, and that'which every 0 0 


oped, that could they but be made 


Nature of Sin in a eſearer light, repre- 
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Phatically ſuch. And in Eſal. v. Devid 
ys, The Fooliſh\ſhall-wot tand in God's 

ht, lie hateth all Workers of Iniquity' 

Where (as. you may obſerve): he ma- 

keth Fooliſhnels and Iniquity the 

fame. thing. And do but conſider, 
| what it is that denominates a Man 

2 Fool, and you'll find it all in Sin. 

Is not he a Fool, that chuſes Sla- 

a bi rather on. Liberty, Darkneſs 

than Light, Error than 'Txuth, 

ew ho — chan Realities, the 

Shadow rather than the Subſtance? 

Is not he a Fool, that when he may 
eat at a neat and plentiful Table, 
chuſes to feed on Husks with Swine ? 
Is not he a Fool, that prefers Toil 
and Drudge ry before Eaſe and Reſt, 
| Payer! ty — Plenty, Danger be- 
fore Safety, Sickneſs before Healch, 
Death be re Life, the Creature he- 
fore the Creator, Earth before Heaven, 
and Time before Eternity à Is not he 
a 1 0 that ſets. a; greater Eſtimate 
Body, than u upon his Soul, 
5 1 — dull and tranſitory Pleaſures 
0 e are hi hora aße than: 


upon 


— E 43 


on the pure and ra viſhin ing Pleaſures 
Heaven? And laſtly, Is not he a 
Fool, thar chuſes'the Wiang God 
and everlaſting Woes and Miſeries, 
rather than eternal Bliſs and Hap- 
pineſs, and thoſe ineffable Pleaſures 
Wie are at God's nie an for 
evermore? - And thus "fooliſh is e- 
very Sinner. He then that would 
wipe off this odious Character, and 
ſhew himſelf a Man of Prudence. 
and Diſcretion, let him fear the Lord, 
for that is M. iſdom.; and. depart eat 
Bui oat: that 1 e n 
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the ill Ta vince} of Sis; in re 
of Ac” of this World. . wie, al 
Taviog, in the 8 of this 
Difcourſe, ſhewn the baſe gud. | 
vite? ature of Sin, vis; that it 15: 
Compound of Shaltfulleſs, , Unpio-. 
fitablenefs and Folly: * 1 proceed no- 
to the dangerous onſequences 0 5 
| whic 
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Kions and Calamities befal us, but 


before them; for God hath given ſtrait 
. commandment to ſuch as came, what they 


24 The Danger andfolly | 
which are ſo. many that it is 1 
ſidle to expreſs them. Solomon ſays, 
A Sinner is as he that lieth down in the 
midſt of the Sea, or as he that licth up. 
on the top of 4 Maſt; Dangers 1o 
reat, that one would think, the moſt 
Note Man alive could not think 
of them without the greateſt Horrors 
and Agonies, without the greateſt 

Confuſion and Amazement. . | 
And here I may ſay, we ſuffer very 
few Evils, very rarely do any Affli- 


they are the Product of our Sins. For 
as we read, 2 Eſdr. vii. 20, 21. There 
be many that periſh in this Life, becauſe 


they deſpiſe the Law of God. that is ſet 


ball do to live, even as they came, and 


what they ſball obſerve, to avoid Puniſb- 


ment. 
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We know the World has in all 
Ages been very e peſtered 
With Wars and Famines, Peſtilences 
3 . 114 - 1 4 
and Earthquakes, Inündations and 
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Devaſtations of Countries: Now 
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from whence can we ſuppo oſe he 
Judgments to proceed, "bur 1 
Wickedneſs of the Pe ople 
Pſabmift tells us; That © pins 
ruitfal Land: into Baryeanifs for dhe 
Wickedneſs of of them that dwell therein, 
Pal. cvii. 34. 4nd e whence 57 


Mars and Figbrings. (ſaith St. 2176. 
me they. not hence, Wen of 
whichY War it Jour Menſbef 4 16 0 
It was Sin that provoked 
Drown the World: He ſam 1 5 
Wickedneſs ſs Aa hays was great in th 
Earth, Aud: nation 0 of th 
7505 81 70 his 8 5 only evil,ed 
bah; and it repeted the Lort that 
he had made Man. on the Earth, and it 
rieved him at his Heart; and the 1 
7, T will” deſtroy Man whom Thu 
Created, , from the Face of the Earth, 
Gen. vi. , 6, . And acc cite 
we read in the next Chapter, ' chat he 
did deſtroy them by the Flood, Ir 
was Sin that provoked God to deſtroy. 


Sodom and” | nb With nowets 
of Fire and Brimſtone from Heaven, 
Cin. xix. It Was Sin that "brougtir | 


E the 
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the Plagues of A£gypr upon Pharoah 
and hella, Sh overthrew him 
| and all his Hoſt in the Red. Ses. 
I was Sin that drave out the Inhabi - 
tants af Canaan, and gave the I/raclites 
- Poſſefſton of their Land. And laſtly, 
it was. Sin that provoked God to caſt 
off his ancient People the Jews, and 
to make his beloved City Jeraſalem 
an Heap of Stones. Now when we 
ſee ſach terrible Judgments abroad in 
the Earth, let us call to mind thoſe 
Words of the wiſe Son of Sirach; 
Death and Bloodſbed, Strife and Sword, 
Calamities, Famine, Tribulation and 
the Scourge ;- theſe thing are created for 
the Wicked; and for their ſakes came 
the Flood, Eccluſ. xl. 9, 10. 
And if we conſider the Effects of 
Sin upon Private Perſons, we ſhall find 
them to be no leſs Fatal than they are 
to the World in general. And here 
I could mention all the Misfortunes 
which generally befal us in this Life, 
all the Diſeaſes incident to our Bodies, 
and all the Evils which torment our 
Souls, and eaſily prove, that they 
DF 2 are 
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ol Evit:Convles, Ne. 27 
are all the Natural Conſequenees of 
our mow but e oo nie 

eyond the Bounds''of my defighed- 
— Therefore I hall only lay, 
That Sin weakens our Memories, dar- 
kens our Underſtandings, corrupts our 
Will, renders our Paſſions exorbitant, 
impairs our Health, and ſhortens our 
Days : Ir blaſts our Reputation, de- 
prives us of our Friends, and creates 
us many Enemies, robs us of all Peace 
and Tranquillity of Mind, and raiſes 
our own Conſciences up in Judgment 
againſt us,. And this is the firſt III 


Conſequence of din, it is our conſtant 


Tormentor while we live; and if it 
does not cut us off by an immature 
Death, it never fails to bring our gr 
Hairs with Sorrow to the Gras. 


Sin reach no farther than this World, 
this would in ſome meaſure mitigate 
the Evil of it; this Life is very ſnort, 
and therefore let the Puniſhments of 
Sin be never ſo great, yet they could 
not be of long continuance: But alas: 
Sin does not only plague and torment 4 
CS... 


But this is not all: Did the Effects of 


28 The Danger and Folly 
us here, but it purſues us into the other 
World, and there expoſes us to the 
direful Wrath and Vengeance of Al- | 
 mighty.God, and to everlaſting -Woes MW .. 
and Miſeries. And this brings me to 


640 
the dangerous Conſequences of Sin, py 
in the World to come. 1 
2 menen 1. 4. 
mat eie 110 ene r 0 6 
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6 O D's Hatred of Sin. 


H AI Sin is highly diſpleaſing MW © 
to Almighty God, we are Ml © 
taught by our moſt Holy and Ortho: MW © 
dox Church, in the before-quoted MW © 
* Homily, where She thus exprefſeth MW *© 
Herſelf: ** The Filthineſs of Sin is 2 
« ſuch, that as long as we abide in it, " 
« God cannot but deteſt and abhor M. © 
e us; neither can there be any hopes 
that we ſhall enter into the Hea- 8 
© venly Jeruſalem, except we be firſt M © 
« made clean, and purged from it ; 4 
but this will never be, unleſs for- _ 
ſaking our former Life, we do with ; 


1 Eu N. —— — « 
Tir Part of the Homily of Repentance. : 


ny 


be in us, whereby our Earthly* 


CC. ta 
« How much more ought we, with 
„all diligence and ſpeed that may be, 


A * , 9 FT * 2 


ot Evil courtes ze 2 
« our whole Heart return unte the 
« Lord our God, and with a full Pure 
« poſe of Amendment of Life, flees: 
«©. unto his Mercy, taking ſure hold 


of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, If We 


« Prince ſhould loath and abhor the 
66 Sight of us, what Pains would we 
e to remove, and put it away 


to put away that unclean Filthineſs, 
t that does ſeparate, and make a Di- 


«. yifion between us and our God; 


and that hideth his Face from us, 
te that he will not hear us. And ve- 
&«. rily herein does appear how filthy 
& a thing Sin is; ſeeing it can by no 
ether Means be waſhed away, but 
by the Blood of the Only-begotten 
« Son of God. And ſhall we not from 
« the Bottom of our Hearts, deteſt 

« and abhor, and with all Earneſtneſs 
« flee from it; ſeeing that it did coft 


the dear Heart's-Blood of the Only- 


« begotten Son of God, our Saviour: 
< ani n from it. 
And herein is plainly onſtrated 
God's implacable Hatred of Sin, that 
no leſs a Sacrifice than the Precious 
Rlood of his own Son could make A- 
tonement for it. If any thing can 
ſhew the Fierceneſs of God's Wrath 
againſt Sin, it mult be the grievous 
Sufferings of his Dearly-beloved Son 
for it; that Diſeaſe — ſurely be de- 
ſperate, which could be cured by no 
bother Medicine but his Croſs ; thac 
Wound was ſurely Fatal, which no- 
thing could heal, but the Balſamick 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt. 
of-GOD, and we ſhall find, that he is 
of purer Eyes, than to behold Iniqui- 
ty. Sooner may Fire and Water, Light 
and Darkneſs, any the moſt diſcording 
Natures agree, than God and Sin. 
For Gad is a pure, holy, juft, and im- 
maculate Being, and cannot take De- 
light in any thing, but what is con- 
formable to his own Nature; he can 
have no pleaſure in any thing, _ 
20 + what 
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of EhiliCuntios, 86: 


what is holy, pure, juſt, and 
Now in all Sin there is an ub 
Contrariety to the Nature of God: 
Thus all Filthineſs and Uncleanneſs 
are directly contrary to his N 
who is a God of infinite Purity and 
Holinefs. All Malice and Harred, 

Cruelty and Reveoge, are cantrary 
to his Nature, who is à God of Love 


and Pity, . flow to Anger, and read 


Jr 
N 


to forgive. All Lyi and Pilmmu- 
lation, all Deoeit a , are 
contrary to his — Whois aG 


of Truth and Fidelity, and will mot 
impoſe upon his Creatures. When 
we behave our ſelves haughtily to our 
Inferiours, and inſult dur poor diſtreſ- 
fed Brethren, rather than help to re- 
live and comfort them; this is di- 
reQly contrary to the humble, kind, 
and merciful Temper the Almigh- 
ty; who tho he be inſinitely above 
the greateſt of Men, yet does he can - 
deſcend to thoſe of low Degree; who 
tho he be exalted far above the high- 
. ft ET yet does he neva to 


C4 look 


32 The Danger and Folly 
look down upon, and to take Care 


diction, let us conſult the Holy Scrip - 


righteouſneſs of Men, who: bold the 
unto God, / Iſin then thou markeſt me, 


and thou mill not acquit me from mine 
Iniquity; if I be wicked, wo unto me, 


The Fare of the Lord is againſt them that 


the Lord is in the Houſe of the Wicked, 
And the Prophet ſays, the Lord is jeu. 


of the meaneſt of his Creatures. * Of 
But to put this beyond all Contra- 


tures, thoſe infallible Oracles of God; 
and there we ſhall find the Wrath of 
God moſt clearly reveabd from Hea- 
ven, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Un- 


Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. Job ſays 


Job. X. 14, 15. 5 Thus, P al. vii. 11. 
it is ſaid; that God is angry with the 
Micted every day; and Plal. xxxiv. 16. 


do evil; to cut off the Remembrance of 
them from the Earth: and Prov. iii. 32, 
33. the Wiſe Man ſays, The Fromard is f 
an Abomi nat ion to the Lord; bat his Se. 
vret is with the Rigliteous. The Curſe of 


but ho bleſſeth' the Habitation of the Juſt, 
lous, and the Lord revengeth: the Lord 
revengeth and is. furious, the Lord will 

„3 . DES fate 


* 
* 
2 
11 


of Evil Courtes, Kc. 33 


tate Vengeance on hi, Adverſaries, and 


he reſerveth Wrath for his Enemies. The 

Lord is gria in Power, and; will not at 

all acquit the; Mirted. Mo tan ſtu 
before his Indignatiunꝰ and who can abide. 
in the Fierceneſs:of his Anger? bis Fury 

is poured out like Mater, and the Rocks 
are thromn down by Him, Nahum, 1; 2, 
3,6. In the New Teſtament lie- 
wiſe we have ſeveral Texts to the 
ſame Purpoſe. St. Peter tells us, 1 Epiſt. 
iii. 12. that the Face of the Lord is a 


gainſt them that do Evil. And to name 


no more, St. Paul, Cal. iii. 5 6: gives 


us a large Catalogue of dins, Which 1 8 
expoſe us to the Wrath and Vengeance 


of the Almighty : 'Mertify (ſays he) 


your Members which are upon the\Barth; 


Fornication, Uncleauneſs, Inordinatei Af. 
fection, Evil Concupiſcence audi 'Coves 
touſneſs , which: is Idolatry; for which - 
things ſake, the Wrath of GOD comb 
on the Children of Diſabedience. Thus 
you ſee what: an irreconcilable: Ha- 
tred God bears to Sin. And is not 
this ſufficient to make Men deaſe to 
do Evil, and to correct whatſoever is 
„118 „ 


_ dreadful Confequente of r 
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amiſs in their _ and Converſa - 
_ wmians? That the 


incur the 
er and Di dee an Omnj- 


yes rs who can punith to the 
whole Vengeance is fo 
| . — that none can beſore 
him when once he is 2ngry b. Did 
Sin:anly expoſe us to the Anger and 


Difpleafure of Men, this would: be 
ſome Plea for it; becauſe Men cannot 


always avenge themſelves, their 
- Power is limited and mall; they 
may deſign us Miſchief, but it is not 
always in their Power to put their 
Deſigus an Execution.: However, let 
them do their work, they can bur kill 
the Body, their moſt refined Malice 
canget reach us in the other World. 


Aut it is not ſo with God, his Power 


is finite; he can not only. torment 
and Kill tk the Body, but he can over · 
take us in the other World, and there 
And. this brings me tothe leſt, nd 
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HAT-zbe Soul ia-lmmaraly. 
and that there is another 
— — 
niſnments impartially diſtri- 
buted to all Men, :according-as they. 
behave thenaſelves in this, is a D- 
ctrine chat dbas been uniuntſally, can 
braced in all Inddeeil the Hau- 
then World but darirahſgure N 
tions of thaſe thimgs, the nit int 
of their Philoſophers fomenitmesdnake: - 
vrry dubiouſſy of themm,,˖j!ùit uf 
theSoul; and che Posts turne chens. 
wards:and Puniſnments of itbe oaher: - 
World ante ridiculous Fables; o of 
— — — ond 
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36 The Banger and Folly 
mediately ſlide down again, and ſo 
renewed his Labour. And of Prome- 
theus's being bound to a Rock, with 
aà Vulture perpetually gnawing upon 


his Heart, Which gre W as fat as it 
was eaten. And of Tant alus? being | 


ſet up to the Chin in Water, with Ap- 


ples bobbing iat his Mouth, yet was 
he not allowed to quench his Thirſt 


with the one, or to ſatisſie his Hun- 
ger with the other. Theſe were their 
ntaſtical Repreſentations of the Pu- 


niſhments of wicked Men in the other 


World. But (bleſſed be God) we 
Chriſtians have à more perfect Know- 
ledge of theſe things; the Holy Scrip- 


ture (of whoſe Divine Authority, we 


have all the Evidence that the Mat- 
ter is capable of) has made a more 
clear Diſdovery of them; Life and 
Immortality are brought to Liglit by 
the Goſpel The Goſpel aſſures us, 


that our Souls ſhall not dye with our 


Bodies, but that they are Immortal; 
and that, When the Body returns ta the 
Earth, the Spirit ſpal return umo- God, 
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we, 
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are taught, that Great Plague suremuiu 
or the Ungodiy; that wpon the Mic bab 
God ſhall rain Snares, Fire, and Brim. 
ſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt ſhall be the: 
Portion of | their Cap,, Plal. xi. 6. here 
God has plainly told us; that he has? 
Appointed 4 Day wherein he mill juuge vibe: 
World in Righteouſneſs; and that the 
Sentence which the righteous Judge ſball 
then pronounce againſt all impenitent Sin- 
ners, (ball be this; Depart from moye Cars. 
ſed, into everlaſting Fire, Acts xvii. 3x. 
Matth. xxv. 41. And our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour does (Mark ix.) three ſeveral 
times ſpeak of Hell, as a Place where 
the — ieth — Souls — — 
ing of thoſe: Sinners who? were de- 
ſtroyed in the Flames of So and! 
Gomorrha, ſays; that they are ſuffe- 
ring the Vengeance of Eternal Fire, 
verſ;7. thus evidently does the Word 
of God declare; thatthe Miotid ure vu 
ſerved to the Dey Deſtracbion; that 


Wer 
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they <1 
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. of Bui: Courſes, e. 39 
the Preſence of God, and to be conki- 
_—— dean, Vw 
Compen can | 
ſures of Sin, which are but for 
ment, make, for the Loſs of = 
interrupted \leaſures which are at 
God's right-hand for evermore? And 
what Satisſaction can all the Enjoy 
ments of this World: make, for thoſe 
exquiſite Torments which are prepa- 
red ſor all wicked impeoizent Sinners? 
Let then the griping Miſer labour for 
the uncertain Riches of this World, 
let the Ambitious Perſons purſue the | 
ſlippery deceitful Hononrs of it; let 
the Wamon Valuptuary . diſſolue him- 
ſelf in ſenſual — Pleaſures; let 
theſe Pr Sons take their &ll of 
their beloved Riot and Hxceſs: 
let all ho value an Eternal 
ſet their A flections on things above; 
how them ſolicitouſſy ſtrive after the 
8 no ho or 
8 
Ve Four: 
ſewes, if yen value — Bodies +08 
re Ws any -thwg elſe chat is 


near 


but 
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40 The Danger andFolly 
near and dear unto you, feriouſly-and 
re uently meditate upon thoſe words 
wo wiſe Son of Sirach, Eccluſ. xxi 

1, 23. My'Son, haſt thou ſinned? do 
ſo no more; bat «5k Pardon for thy former 
Sins. "Flee from Sin, as from. 155 Face 
of 4 Serpent; for if thou come#t too meas 
it will bite thee the Teeth thereof are 
i the Teeth | 4 Lyon, Paying the Souls 
of Men, AI „pay: ig 4s 4 two. edge 
Sword, the Wounds whereof cannot =; 
healed, 

And thi mob for the Conſeq 
as of Sin. I ſhall in the next — 
preſeribe ſuch Remedies, as I hope, 
if rightly Euere win N 
cure it. * 
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1 Ps 
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9 BT us always maintain a 
lively Senſe of God's Omni. 
Wes, and conſtant Inſpection o- 
ver us. That God is every where 
Profit and that he knows all our 
... 38 Thoughts, 
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Thoughts; Words and: Actions, may 


eaſily be gatherkd, from the Perfection 
of his Nature; who being a Self-en i. 
ſtent Being, cannot be reſtraind withe 
in any Bounds and Limits; hut muſt 
neceſſarily be diffus'd.throall;thipgs, 
and be preſent at all times, and in all 
Places. And this cannot ſeem ſtrange 
to Chriſtians, who have read hisoW n 
Word, the Holy Scriptures. There re 
are told that the Eyes of the Lord rum 
and fro thro the whole Earth, 2 Chron. 
xvi. 9. Holy Job tells us; that A 
og If Man, ana.be 
here is no Nurineſe, 
nor Shadow of Death, where. the Workers = 


Eyes are upon-the. 
ſeeth all his Goings; 4 


of Iniquity mayhidethemſelves, Job: 
21, 22. and, Gays the Palmiſt, 


O Lord; 


thou haft fearched mo and known mt; thou ' - 9 
knoweſt my — wh and mine Up- 


riſing, thou underſtandeſt my Thoughts 6: 
far- of : thou compa fſe#-my Pa 


altagether, Pſal. cxxxix. 2, 2374. And 
the Prophet aiah denounceth 


9 
: 
- i 2 
5 


i» 
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th.and my 
Lying domn, and ars acquainted with all 
15 Ways; for there is not a Mord in 'my © 

ongue, but lo, O Lord, thou cknowe#t it 


N 2 | . , 
unto - 


et en abe ” 4 

ecing Eye, from whoſe p perſect and 
afinite Knowledge, — is or can 
de hid, is ſuffictent to foroe us, one 
uld. think, to take heed to our 
ays, that We offend nat, even in 
dur moſt —— Judge ** 
lales tells us, that ſome of the Hea- 
thens uſed to ſet an empty Chair in 
he Place of Judicature ; as an Em- 
blem of the Preſence of Gon obferv- 
ing all that che Judges did: And this 
they eſteem d the ent to. 
contain them within the -of 
Juſtice, to put them in Remembrance 


1 Anil for whom 1 
The 32 —.—. N 


upon 16. j 
ſays he, be dsf — 
rious, ami u ſie, aum he ſees, confulers, 
alſer ves, and rancerus bnnſelf with: ol 
Human Aﬀairs i And it was a” won- 
derful Anſwer of Thales, who, beigg 
asked, T God knew the AQtions of 


* 
vs che wenn abe : 
Men; replied,” Len, and their ver 
Thoughts too; 8o that we ought not 
only to keep clean Hands, but pure 
Hearts, ſeeing, we believe God to be 
privy to our imoſt ſecret . Thoughts! 
And it Was the Saying of a Jewiſh Do. 
cor, if every' Man would conſider God 


AN 8 3 


Watching 
Ares land! 
gSablez and his Ear ever open, 
bly Sin might be extirpated from o 
- -the:Face'of:the Earth 4. And the 
 Borgeiof this Conſideration, the Pſa 
wi faindby Experience; I haue belt 
__ thyPrecepti and i Teltimonies, ſays he 
forall my Ways are before-thee; Pſa l. exix. 
168. Which is as much as to ſay, I 


thy Har does over- hear 


tantem, & animadvertentem, & omnia ad ſe perti- 


. Felleius in Cicero de Nat. Deorum, | 
491. : : Place 


2 * 
OI 5 


to be the great Eye of. the World, 
rpetually over all our A. 
that his Hand is indefati- 

poſſi 


— 


þ*, | 


now, O. Lord, that thou art privy 
to my deepeſt Secrets; that whither- 
ſoever Igo, Mhatſoeyer I do or think 
3 1 
Eye does over-ſee me; that there is n 
-* Mirifice etiam Thaler &c, Val. Max. L. 7. Ci. 
1 Quis non timeat omuis providentam, & cogi- 


nere putantem, curioſum. & plenum negotiis Deum. 


Place: whither J. can ns — ivr, 
r -whither I can flee from thy 12 25. 
7 I aſcend: up into — tbom art 
there 3, — my Bei in Hell, behold 
thou art theve/: F I #ake the Wings of ths 
Morning, end dwell in the attermoſÞParts 
of the Sea, even there ſball thy Hand lead 
rid,” > and thy right Hand 
A. //. , * egen Dartneſß ſpill cover 
ati une; even the Night ſball-be Tizght"about 
; Tea rhe” Darkneſs hieb nt from 
1 but the Night ſbintth as" the DH; 
the Darkneſs and the Light 2 eee Noe 7 
like to thee; * . 10 
11, „12. Theſe — 0 
fider'd; and therefore have I endea- 1 
vour d to approve my ſelf to the: 
I have diligently apply'd my elf to 
walk p — and aeceptably in thy 
Sight; 1 havealways pet ther that? 
Lam in thy Preſence,” and therefore 
have I laboured to perform a faithful 
univerſal Obedience to thy Command - 
ments. It was the Advice of a great 
* Philoſopher, always to ſuppoſe” our 


foo "A juis Vir bonus nobis eligendus eſt, c ſem 
ante oculos habendus. Seneca ait ri. 3 29 


- 


of aun ae 
Auſtin, as he is quoted by Dr.* Taj- 
lor, who ſends a Boy away when 
bels going to commit Formication; 
« and yet will dare to do it, tho? he 
knows God is preſent, and cannot 
be ſent off: as if the Eye of a little 
Boy were more awful than the All- 
ſeeing Eye of God. He is to be 
feared in private; if you go forth; 
* he ſpies you; if vo go in, he ſees 
« you; when you light a CARON 
* obſerves you; when 
* out, then alſo God mar 
« ſure, that While you are in his! 
; Sele —— ir: ſelf as be- 
o Holy a — Where. 
fore < if v we deſire to live innocently, 
and as becomes our Holy:Religian; let: 
us conſider God's Omnipreſence, and: 
Obſervance of us: let us erderand go. 
ern our ſelves. as in his Sight, leu 
always rages 6 to ſet the Lord: be. 
ore, our Eyes, and then e cannot: 
Saz . SIVA 6k, 1 Nins 3885 Nea 


5you. Be 
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+ oſt HE nexrRemedy which! ſhall 
-F | preſcribe againſt: Sin, is, To 
examine ourſelves; to take a View of 
our Conſciences; to enter into-rhe 
profoundeſt Secrets of our Souls, and 
donſider how Accounts ſtand berwixt 
_ . God* und them. This, 1 fear, will 
prove a very difficult and uneaſy Task 
- moſt. like Bankrupts, being a- 
fraid to look into their/Accomprs, teſt 
theh/2 Gai themſelves inſolvent; and 
- - therefore their Chre is to lay theit 
Conſciences aſleep} and not to be di 
ſturbed in their Security. But let the 
Duty. be never ſo qifficult and unples. 
ſant. yet it is indiſpenſably required 
donn; —— to pag peter 
wave} ah ft, ant eswe / with 
LES n . iv. 4. To Searih 
aud in bur "Ways, 410 rurw unto'the Lork, 


1 of the I per, St. Ba! 


2 examine , ell jp let 


ok Evil Courtes, Kc. 49 
him eat of that Bread, and drink of that 
Cap, 1 Cor. xi. 28. and indeed, this 
Courſe is abſolurely neceſſary to- 
wards the working out our Salvation. 
Without it a Man's Life can never be 
juſt and regular, or his Actions even 
and conſiſtent, as being guided by no 
Law, and directed by no Conduct. 
For, how can we repent, if we never 
call to mind wherein we have trant- 
greſo'd? How can we forſake our 
Sins, if we never call our ſelves to an 
Account for them? Withour this, like 
careleſs unthinking Travellers, we 
ſhall take the wrong Way; and*fo 
the farther we go, the farther we oy 
be from our Journey*s End. Wit 
out this, we can make no true Judg- 
ment of our Eternal State; we cannot 
tell whether we be in a State of Sal- 
vation, or no; Whether we be rhe 
Sons of God, or of Perditioůn. 

And would we but take this Me- 
thod, we ſhould certainly find it to be 
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* Ur in fidibus, muſic rum aures, vel miaima ſen- 
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the Artiſt can quickly diſcover the leaf 
Fault in his Muſick; ſo would we take as 
much Care in deteiting and cenſuring our ¶ pe 
Pices, we might, from the leaſt and moſ Di 
trivial Matters, make ſeveral Obſerva. N af 
tions, that would be much to our Ad van. 50 
tage. This Courſe would in ſome rig 
Meaſure bring us to the Knowledge cor 
of our Selves, which has always been of 
eſteem'd a thing of the greateſt Im: ¶ to 
portance; it would teach us the In-W mo 

| Mattos and Frailties of Human Na- bu: 
ture, and what need we have to be. like 
conſtantly upon our Guard, it would 
keep our Conſciences awake and ten. 
Ger. Ur DA ATAL ate our Vice no! 
from taking too deep Root in our the 
Hens. „the 
But to make this Examination oi we 
Our ſelves the more effectual, it muſt Nof t 


have theſe two Qualifications. xa 
I. Ir muſt be ferious, perſect, ani war 


Without partialit . 
II. It muſt be as frequent, as maybe. V 


* 


— 


tiunt; ſic nos, fl acres ar diligentes eſſe volumus, an- D 
madverſoreſque vit iorum, magna ſæpe intelligemi⸗ f 
ex parvis, Cic. de Offic, 4. 2. K. 41. I BY 
e e I:. Let 
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I. Let this Duty be done ſeriouſly 
and impartially, not {lightly and ſu- 
perficially, and after the manner of 
Diſſemblers with God. I am afraid, 
a great many loſe the Benefit of this 
Sovereign Medicine, for want of a 
right Application of it. They are 
content with a general Examination 
of themſelves; they think it ſufficient, 
to have called to mind ſome of their 
moſt groſs and notorious Offences; 
but they never deſcend to Particulars; 

like lazy, unprofitable Servants, they 
do their Work by halves; they ſpend 
a few tranſient Thoughts, it may be, 
now and then upon their Actions, but 
they never ſearch to the Bottom of 
themſelves: But this will not do; if 
we have a mind to reap the Benefit 
of this Exerciſe, We muſt diligently 
examine our whole Selves, our out- 
ward as well as our inward Man, by 
the Rule f God's Commandments. 

We muſt ask our ſelves ſuch Que - 

ſtions as theſQ. 18 i 19 1480 

Do I endeavour, to the utmoſt of 
my Power, 'to deny Ungodlineſs and 


- honour his Holy Name and hi 
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Worldly Luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly,” and godly, in this pre- 
Fent World? ?? rr titt 
Do I labour to do my Duty to 
God, my Neighbour, and my Self 
in all the particular Branches of it? 
1: As to God. Dol believe in him, 

do I fear him, and love him, with al 
my Heart, with all my Mind, with 

all my Soul, and with all my Srength? 
Do I worſhip him? Do I give him 
Thanks? Do I put my whole Truf 
in him? Do I call upon him? Dol 


Word? And am | ſtedfaſtly reſolved 
to ſerve him faithfully and truly al 
the Days of my Life. | 
A s for my Duty towards my Neigh- Te 
bour : Do I love him as my ſelt? Do Do 
-I do unto all Men, as I would they Ph 
'ſhould do unto me? Do I love, ho <2: 
nour and ſuccour my _ and Moll un! 
ther? Do I honour and obey th mu 
Queen, and all that are put in Authoſſ 12 
rity under her? Do I willingly and] lat! 
patiently ſubmit my ſelf to all my G Pre 
vernours, Teachers, Spiritual Patton all | 
| all 
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rly, and Maſters? Bo I order my ſelf low- 
Ire. ly and reverently ro all my Betters? 
bo I hurt no body by Thought, Word, 
to or Deed? Am TI true and juſt in all 
my Dealings? Do I bear no Malice 
t? nor Hatred in my Heart? Do I keep 
im my Hands from Picking and Stealing, 
al and my Tongue from Evil-ſpeaking, 
vith Lying and Slandering? Do I not co- 
th vet nor deſire ocher Men's Goods? 
him But do L labour to get my own Liv: 


"ruſt ing honeſtly and fairly And do 1 
Dol rive to do my Duty, in that Srate 
ho Life whereunto it hath plea ſed God 


ds my Self © 


y all] _ 45 for my Duty towar 

2 Do I endeavour to keep my Body in 
eigb Lemperance, Soberngis and Chaſtity? 
D Do not I rake Delight in hearing pro- 

| phane, ſcurrilous, or obſcene Dil- 
ho courſe? Do not I feed my Eyes with 
| Mol unlawful Spectacles? Have I not too 
„th much ſtudied how ro gratify my 
uthol Taste? Have I not eaten and drank, 
7 rather to pleaſe my Palate, than to 
90 preſerve my Health? Have I baniſhed 


all idle, vain and impious Thoughts 
7 3 „ Co - out 


| dience to God's Commandments? 


ſelves ſeriouſly; Have I kept a Con- 


.in; and is there no Wickedneſs in 
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out of my Mind? And have I ſub* 
dued and mortified all my irregula*! 
Luſts and Paſhons ? And do I labour 
to perform a faithful, univerſal Obe- 


Thus ſhould we ſearch into every. 
Corner of our Hearts, and ask our 


| ſcience void of Offence towards God, 
and towards Man? Have I overlook'd 
no Sin, either of Omiſſion or Commil. 


me? Would we but thus judge our 
ſelves,we ſhould not be judged in the 
Day of the Lord. But if we never 
enter into our felves, to ſearch and 
examine our own Actions, never look 
into the Habits of our Minds, nor 
charge our ſelves. with the Guilt ofthe 
Sins-we have committed, how can we 
ever hope to eſcape the ming, or 
avoid the Severity of that Day? For 
our Account continually increaſes by 
our Neglect of it, and the Burthen of 
God's Wrath muſt be ſo much heavier 
when we have taken no Care to leſ- 
ſen it; but after our Hardneſs and im- 

| penitent 
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penitent Hearts have only treaſured: 
up Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath. 
2. This Examination of our ſelves, . 
ought to be as frequent as may be. 
We muſt frequently retire into our 
ſelves, to ſtate and adjuſt the great Ac 
counts between God and our Souls, . 
that no Sin may paſs unrepented of, 
no Slip unobſerved, no Tolrmity un- 
corrected, no preſumptuous Sin un- 
ſubdued; thus we ſhall preſerve a ten- 
der and quick Senſe upon our Mind, 


the leaſt Approach of Vice will alarm 


and rouze its Faculties, that noTemp- 
tation may Ween no Paſſion intice 
it into Sin, This is ee 
Temporal Affairs; Men frequently 
reckon with their Servants and Stew 
ards, and. Trades-Men do not only 
every Day ſet down their Accompts, 
but they have ſer Times for the Poſt- 
ing of their Books; and this they find 
to be the likelieſt way to thrive in the 
World; for to delay an Accompt will 
but entangle it; and when it is once 
perplex*d and intricate, its the hard- 
er to be adjuſted. And thus ought 
D4 . Men 


» 


ok Evil Courſes, Kc. 7 
ful Servant, enter thou into the Joy 
"of thy Lord. | > « 244 47.4 8 78 ES. 
How often every Man is bound to 
this Duty, I cannot determine, by 
reaſon of the Variety of Men's Cir- 
cumſtances. Thoſe who have long 
neglected it, who have a greater Ac- 
count to make up, muſt take more 
Time, and be more diligent; whereas 
leſs Time may be ſufficient for them, 
who have been more frequent in the 
Practice of it. But this I may ſafely 
ſay, that the oftner the better. The 
Wiſeſt Men in all Ages were wont to 
take an Account of their Actions eve- 
ry Day. This was * Pxthagoras*s Ad- 
vice to his Scholars, That they ſhould 
never ſuffer their Eyes to ſleep, nor 
their Eye- ids to take any Reſt, before 
they had thrice run over the Actions 
of the Day palt, and ask'd themſelves 
where they had been, what they had 


2 


* Mollia nec privs admittant tua lumina ſomnum, 
Exadtæ quam ter reputaris euncta dei? | 
rr 
Ling ta percurrens. à primo tacta, quibus tu 
Vel pravis doleas, vel fit tibi gauula juſſis. 
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done, and what they had omitted to 
do: So that. the Reflection upon what 
they had done well, might crown 
them with Joy; and that the Thoughts 
of what they had done amiſs, might 
lead them to Repentance. wo 
And * Seneca ſays, that a Man. 
ought to call himſelf to an Account 


every Day: He tells us of one Secfia, 
-whoſe Practice it was, every Night 


before he compos d himſelf to Sleep, 


' to ask himſelf theſe Queſtions: What: 
BY Sin-haſt thou cured ?. What Vice haſt 


thou reſiſted ? In what art thou bet-. 


ter? What can be more commenda- 
ble, (ſays he) than to examine the A- 
Crions of the Day paſt.? How tweet. 
is the Sleep, after a, Time ſo ſpent? 


And of himſelf, he tells us, that every, 


Night he did arraign himſelf: The 
; Candle (ſays he) being put out, and 
my-Wife, who knows my. Cuſtom, 


lt. Las 1 i "TIES ——— — — 
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. Faciebat hoc dectius, ut eonſummata die, cum 
Te ad nocturnam quietem recipiſſet, interrogaret ani 


mum ſuum; Quod malum hod ie tuum ſanaſti? on 
een. & 


vitio obſtitiſti » Qui parte melior es? E's. 


- 


ira, lib. 3. cab. 36. | 
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Gent, I ame all my Words 
and 1 Sn of the Day paſt; I hide 
nothing from my'ſelf:. or why ſhould: - 
I fear my Errors, when I can fay, Take. * 
care that thou do'fo $0 e _ | 
for this once ll forgive thee. 
This was the Practice of che Melt 
Heathens, and ſhall not we Chriſtians 
do more chan they? 7495) 
Let' us then every Morning, before - 

we ſtep out of our Chambers, 85 
our Souls with a diligent — -- 
of the Duties of the followingDay; let 
us conſider, that when we go abroad, 
we have many and potent Enomiozdo 
encounter with, the World, the Fleſh, . 
and the Devil, will all attack us: Lek 
us conſider, to what Temptations the 2 
Buſineſs of the Day'is moſt likely-t0- - - 
expoſe us, what Mees we are moſt 
ſubj eg to fall into, and there let us 
double our Guard, chat we may be the 
better able to withſtand our Enemies. 
I fear our Neglect herein is the true 
Cauſe of moſt of our Miſearrlages; we. - 
ruſh into the World naked and un- 
arm d, we heedleſly expoſe our ſelves. - 


4 
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become an eaſy Prey to our Enemies. 
Let us then firſt conſider the Strength 
our Enemies, and whether or no 


we be able to meet them with equal 


Forces. And when we have done 
this, when we haye ſtrengthen'd our 
Reſolutions, and recommended our 
ſelves to God by Prayer, then let us 


like brave and valiant Soldiers, ſnew 
our ſelves Men in the dav of Battel: 


and in the Evening, when the Heat 


And Burden of the Day is over, let us 


review: our AQions, and if we find 
that we have behav'd our ſelves like 
Chrift's faithful Soldiers and Servants, 


like Men of Honeſty, Sincerity and In- 
tegriry,, that we. have been true to 


God and our own Souls, in a diligent 
| Performance of our Duty, then let us 
mou God.the Praiſe : Bur if we have 
have done any thing amiſs, let theRe- 
membrance of it humble us before 
God, and make us renew and ſtreng- 
then our Reſolutions againſt it for 


the future. Let us then, as our 
5 e 


to all its Temptations, wherefore we 


een ſlack or careleſs in Religion, or 


Car 


- of Evil. Courſes, &. 6x 
* Church admoniſheth us, Examine 
ar Lives and Converſations, by the Rule 
of God's Commandments ;. and wherein. 
ſoever we ſhall perceive our ſelves to have 
offended, either by Will, Nord, or Deed, 
there let us bewail our own Sinfulneſs 
and confeſs our ſelves to Almighty God, 
with full Pur poſe of Amendment of Life. 
And let us not defer this important 
Work, let us not make any longer De- 

lay, but from this very Moment ſet 4a. 
bout it; let us, with the Pſalmiſt, think 

on our Ways, and God grant that we 

may with him, turn our Feet unto his 
Teſtimonies; God grant that we may 

make haſte, and delay not to keep his Com- 


mand ments, Plal.Cxix. 59, 66. 

* Exhortation before the Communion. 5 bd; 
Carefully to watch againſl Temptations, 
4 Third Remedy againft S IV,. 
PHE Third Remedy which 1 


1 dall preſcribe againſt Sz», is: 


62 The Danger and Folly 
diligently to watch againſt all Temp. 
tations. The Life of a Chriſtian is a 
continual Warfare; while we conti. 
nue in this World, we muſt expect to 
meet with divers Temptations : We 
are ſurrounded with many cunning 


and potent Adverſaries, which are W G0 
daily fighting againſt us; we have not qui 
only the Pomps and Vanities of this fea 


wicked World, and the ſinful Lufts 
and Appetites of the Fleſn to contend 
with, but likewiſe the Devil, who is 
a ſubtle, and moſt implacable Enemy, 
and who as a roaring Lion walketh a 
bout ſeeking whom he may devour: 
For, as the Apoſtle tells us, Epbeſ.vi. 12 
We wreitle not againſt Fleſh and Blood, 
but again Principalities again( Powers, 
 484init the Rulers of the Darkneſs of thi 
World, againfi Spiritual Wickedneſs in 
high Places; that is, the Combat which 
Ve are to ſuſtain, is not againſt a com. 
mon Human Enemy, but againſt the 
ſeveral Ranks of Devils, whoſe Num- 
bers are. great, whoſe Power is formi 
dable, whoſe Induſtry is indefatiga- 
ble; whoſe Stratagems are * 
9 - 
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ſo that it is 75 difficult, I could al. 
moſt ſay impoſſible, to Rand againſt 
them. If Adam in Paradiſe, in à State 
of Innocence, having an entire Com- 
mand over his Luſts and Paſſions, and 
an extraordinary Aſſiſtance from 
God's Holy Spirit, was. ſo eaſily con- 
quered ; what Reaſon have we to 
fear, who are ſo weak and impotent : 
If David, a Man after. God's own. 
Heart, and who was ſo. warm and 
zealous for God's Honour and Glory; 
that his Commandments mere better unto 
him, than thouſands of Gold and Silver, 
Pſal. cxix, 72. was 10 haſely overcome 
with the Sight of a Woman; if 8. PE- 
ter, the moſt hot and forward of the 
Apoſtles, and who had a little before 
declared, That tho“ he was to Dye 
with his Maſter, he would not deſert 
him; could by a filly Maid- Servant 


be ſo much frighted, as to deny bis 


roes were ſo caſily vanquiſi d, how 
diffident-ought we weal-and pulilla- 
nimous Creatures to be of our own 
Strength; how carefully ought ery 
N | 0 


_— 


Lord and Saviour: If theſe mighty He- 


64 The-Danger andFolly | 
whilſt we ſtand, to take heed left we fall? 
Some Men's Innocence is owing more 
to their Ignorance of Sin, and to rhei 
having never been expos'd to great 
and dangerous Temptations, than to 
their manly reſolute Reſiſtance of 
them: ſo that they have good Reaſon 
to thank God for preſerving them 
from Temptation; ſor it's to be tear'd, 
had they ever come in the way of sin 
they had been deluded by the Deceit- 
fulneſs of it. Wherefore, let not any 
Man be ſo preſumptuous, as to expoſe 
himſelf to the lealt Temptation; he 
Will inevitably meet with enough in 
this World, he need not feek them for 
a Trial of his Strength and the Since- 
Tity of his Virtue: He rhar thus de- 


fpiſes Danger, plays upon the Hole of af 
the alp lte uponcheBrunk o abr gu" 
cipice, and juſtly provokes the Holy IM ,,,, 
"Spirit of God to deſert him. Iris exce. WM uc 
* — - lent Advice which the * Morali#t gives I u 
us in this Caſe to keep at as great cun 


- 


a diſtance as we can from Dangers, we by 
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Feneca Epiſt. 116. 
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wuſt not be over confident of our 
own Strength; our Natures ate weak 
and 1 wherefore we muſt 
keep a watchful Eye over our ſelyes, 
for nothing does more expoſe Men to 
the hazard of Falling, than too 5 
an Opinion of their own Strength and 
Ability. When we una voidably, or 
by the Courſe of the Divine Provi- 
dence, fall. into Temptation, we may 
hope that God will make uA Way to e. 
| 75 and will not ſuffer di to be tem 
ted above what we are able to bear. Our 
Lord (it is ſaid) knoweth hom to deliver 
the Goaly out of Temptation, 2 Pet. ii. 9, 
But we cannot rationally. expeQ, that 
he ſhould deliver us out of thoſe which 
we voluntarily, and in Confidence of 
our own Strength, expoſe our ſelves 
to, Let us then Watch and Pray, that 
we enter not into Temptation; let us ſet 
luch a Guard upon our ſelves, that 
ve may never be ſurpriz'd by the 
cunning Craftineſs of the Devil, wkere- 
by he lies in wait to deceive us. And 
becauſe we are not able by our own. 
Force to defend our ſelves, let us ear- 
er 70 +60 een 
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66 The Danger and Folly _ 
neſfly pray to God to enable us with 
his Grace, which is ſufficient for us, 
ſo ſtrenuouſly to reſiſt the Devil, that 
he may fly from us. Let us offer up 
our Petitions to the Throne of Grace, 
that no Temptation may befal us, but 
fuch as is common to Man; and that 
de would ſo ſtrengthen us, that we 
| 72 * ah Rad 4 the Fay of 
Tryal. Finally, my Brethren, be ſtro 
in 5. Lord, * the Power of k 
' Might: Take anto you the whole Armour 
4 od, that ye may be able to withitand. 
in the evil Day, and having done all, tt 
fand. Stand therefore, having your 
Loins girt ahout with Trath, and having 
on the Brea ft. plate of Rig hteonſpeſs; and 
Joar Feet ſbad with the Preparation of the 
Goſpel ef Peace, Above all, take: tht 
Shield of Faith, wherewith ye may be ablt 
iso quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked, 
And take the Helmet of Salvation, ani 
the Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God: Praying always, with all Prayer 
| and Supplication in the Spirit, and watch- 
ing thereunto wigh all N Eph, 
VI IO, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 2 
r 37 F $5 2175 CHAP. 
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Carefully to avoid Bad Company, a Fourth 
ERemech gain SIN. 


ry Man carefully to avoid Bad 
Company: that we are very apt to 
conform to the Manners and Prac- 
tices of the Company we keep, is a. 
Truth which every Man learns from. 
his own Experience, There is ſo much 
Charm and Power in this, as even 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Men are not. 
able to reſiſt, What the Naturas. 


they aſſume the Colour of the 

they reſt upon; may properly Frans, | 
be applied to Men, Who naturally im- 
bibe the Principles, and imitate the 
Actions of thoſe they converſe with. 
Hence it is, that Wiſe Men have in 
all Ages made ſuch doleful Com- 


Company; and have recommended 
Privacy and Retirement, to thoſe that 
deſire to be good and virtuous. 


„ Fe. 
* 


OURTHLY, et me adviſe eve- 


liſts tell us of ſome Crore "that, 


plaints of the Danger of keeping much | 
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58 The Danger and Folly 
Seneca | begins his Seventh Epiitle 
thus; “Do you eaquire what you 
« ought. chiefly to avoid? It is a 
Crowd: for it is nor ſafe venturing 
amongſt them. I confeſs my own 
« Infirmity : I never bring the ſame 
% Manners home, which I carried a- 
e broad with me; Iam in one re- 
_ & ſpe or other diſcompss'd : ſome- 
„thing which I had put away, re. 
© turns upon me; like thoſe. that | 


© haye been long ſick, we cannor go fl wi 
„abroad withour Hazard, Much MW ty 


« Converſation is an Enemy to us. gle 
6&6 Every Body recommends or inſtils qu 
4 ſome Vice or other; and therefore, Ml 111 
„* the more Company we keep, the ha 
4 greater is the Danger. And if Con. ha 
ver ſation be attended with ſo many be 
Dangers and Hazards, we ought to be no 
mighty cautious-in the Choice of out th 
Companious: For there are many MW De 
more Bad Examples in the World, 
than Good ones; and (ſuch is the De- ¶ mi 
pravity of Human Nature) thefe have MW th 
F * Quid tibi vitandum præcipue exiſtimes.quzr1s! St. 
Torbam. nondum en m curo illi committeris, Epiſt.1: 


ample, is a Diſeaſe that is very catch- 
ing; it is ſo very infectious, that the 


moſt hale Conſtitution is not Proof 


againſt it: This is the corrupt, im- 


pure Fountain, from whence flows the 
moſt deadly Poiſon: It is this that 


makes Men Prunkards, Thieves, Mur- 
derers, Adulterers, Libertines, and 
Atheiſts: T H eee it 

There are many Men in the World, 
who are able to reſiſt their own-Na- 
tural Inclinations, when they are ſin- 
gle and alone, who yet are eaſily van- 


quiſn'd when they are back'd with the 


II Examples of ethers. How many 


have we feen, that in their Minority 
have given the greateſt Proofs of a So. 


ber, Virtuous Diſpoſition, who have 
no ſooner falPn into Ill Company, but 
they have become great Proficients in 
Debauchery, and in the End have 
been the Grief and Ruin ot their Fa. 
milies, the Bane of their Neighbours, 
the Diſturbers both of Church and 
State, and à Scandal to Chriſtianity... 
Hence it is, that the Holy Scripture 
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the moſt Influence upon us. III Ex- 


10 The PangerandFolly * 
ſo pathetically admoniſheth us to be. 
ware of Ill Company. Exod, :xxxiy, 
12. God forbids'the Ijraclites all Com. 
merce and Converſation with the In. 
habitants of Career; and the Reaſon 
which he gives for it, is, leſt it ſhould 
be a Snare unto them. Tate heed t 
ti ſelf, ſays he, let thou make 4 Cove. 
nant with the Inhabitants of the Land, 
whither thou goe#, left it be for 4 Sar 
in the midũ of thee. And the Pſalmiit 
ſays, With the Clean thou ſhalt be clean 
and with the Froward thou ſhalt learn Fro. 
wardneſs, Pſal. xviii. 26. And, ſays 
the Wiſe Man, My Son, if Sinners en. 
tice thee, conſent thou not; walk not thou 
in the Way with them; refrain thy Foot 
from their Paths; for their Feet run to 
fvil, and make halte to ſhed Blood, Prov. ¶ true 
i. 10, 15, 16, and Chapter iv. 14, 15. | 
Enter not into the Path of the Wicked, i U 
and go not in the Way of evil Men; avoid 
it, paſs ant by it, tars from it, and paſs 
away: again, Chap. vi. 27, 28. Can 
Man tale Fire in hi Boſom, and his Cloaths 
lot be burnt? Can one go apon hot Coali, 
aud his Feet not le burnt? That __ 
Sn) ß 2:4 2p 


a Man keep Lewd Company, and 
reſerve his Innocence? Can he con- 
yerſe with Prophane and Vicious Men, 
and not be defil'd thereby ? and Chap. 
xiti. 20. He that walketh with wiſe Men, 
ſhall be wiſe ; but a Companion of Fools 
ſhall be deFiroyed, And St. Paul tells 
us, that Evil Communications corrupt 
good Manners, 1 Cor. xv. 3 3. for which 
Cauſe, he exhorts us, not to keep Com- 

pany, an Man that is call d a Bro- 
er, be a Fornicator, or Covetqus, or an 
lolater, or 4 Railer, or a Drankard, or 
an Extortioner, with ſuch an one, no nat 
to eat, Chap. v. v. 11. of that Epi file. 
And this is no more, than what Wiſe 
Men underſtood by the Light of Na- 
ture. Noſcitur ex Socto, is an old and 
true Proverb; and the Poet ſays, 


Morbide ſola pers, totum corrumpi 

© CRETE ed ee 100 OW. , 
which I think cannot be better tran 
lated, than in thoſe Words of the A. 
poſtle, A little Leaven Haveneth the 
whole Lump, Gal. v. 9. and Charondes 
8 5 ſa ys 
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fays, in a Law which he made again 


' He that keeps Lewd C ompan), 
T1 ask not what he is, but 16% 8 
Suach as his Friends are, ſuch is He, 


_ . Seeing then Ill Company is ſo ve. 
$ * 1 5 1 
Ty dangerous a thing, I think this Ad. 

vice was never more neceſſary, than 

in theſe our Days, which a bound with 
a ſort of Men, who are not only wir. 
ked themſelues, hut take Pleaſure in 
thoſe that are ſo; who are not con. 
tent to be damn'd alone, and there- 
fore make it their Buſineſs; by lewd 
and Atheiſtical Diſcourſe, by deriding 
of Religion, and making a Mock at 
| Sin, fo debauch the Pure and Inno- 
cent, both in their Principles and theit 

Practices. Wherefore I ſhall ſpeak a 

Word or two by way of Direction, 

eſpecially to Young Men, for the 

Choice of their Company, and ſo con- 
glue chis Read. 6 

And I think ee, i 
7 6&1 41 


| "34 W# 73 
laid down, that of * Sexeca's, wiz. 
to keep company 1877 Men as you may 
profit by ; and thoſe muſt be Men i 
good and virtuous Principles, and of 
an exem plary Life and Converſation ; 
Men of Senſe, Experience, and Judg- 
ment: Theſe are the Men that muſt 
improve your Knowledge, raiſe our 
Reputation, and make you dear both 
to God and Man. For, as a wiſe and 
learned + Haben ſays, Ju 4, good 
Sign, when a Toung Man converſes with 
lags Eminence for Wiſdom, Autho- 
rity, and good Affection to their Conntry ;_ 
or it creates an Opinion and Expect at ian 
of Great Matters, from him that propoſes 
10 himſelf the Imitation of Great Exam- 
ples, And he inſtances in one Publizs 
Rutilias, who every body thought, 
would make a great and good Man, 
becauſe he frequented the Houſe of 


n — A— — : : > Wien 
Cum his verſare, qui te meliorem/faQuei lknts/ 
Ejift. 7. + Facillime & in optimam partem cognof-; 
cuntur adoleſcentes, qui ſe ad claros & ſapientes vi- 
ros bene eonſulentes reipublicæ contulerunt; quibuſ- 
cum ſi nenn ſint, opinionem afferunt populo, eo- 
rum fore ſe ſimiles, quos ſibi ipſi delegerint ad imi- 
undum; Gicers; Ofc. 13. ekz. besen en e 
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Pablius Macias ,,a famous Civilian, 
And becauſe the World is ſo full of 
| looſe and corrupt Men, that you can. 
not always avoid their Company; for 
then, as St. Paul ſays, muſt ye needs go 
out of the World, 1 Cor. v. 10. There. 
fore, hen you fall amongſt ſuch, your 
Duty is, to take care, not to counte- 
nance or encourage them in their 
Wickedneſs; Lou muſt uſe all civil 
and modeſt Ways and Means, to di- 
vert the Diſcourſe from what is pro- 
phane, looſe, or obſcene; to ſome. 
thing that is more innocent, and edi 
dne: And if this will not do, (if 
there be any Hopes left of their Re- 

formation) you muſt boldly rebuke 
them, according to that of the A- 
poſtle, Have no Fellowſhip with the un- 
fruitful Works of Darkneſs, bat rather re. 


prove them, Epheſ. v. 11. You muſt 


let them know that you are Diſciples 
of the pure and holy Jeſus, and that 
you cannot ſuffer Fornication and Un. 
cleanneſs to be once named among t vos; 
neither Filthineſs, nor fooliſh Talking, nor 

Jeſting, which are, not convenient -. For 


uu 


* 


* 
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this know, that us Whoremonger, nor an. 
clean Perſon hath any Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of God and of Chrift, Let no 
Man deceive you with vain e, 
cauſe of theſe Things cometh the Wrath of 
God upon the Children of Diſobedience; 
be not ye therefore Partakers with them, 
Bph. e. s And laftly, if al 
other Methods prove ineffeQual, you 


Wiſe Man ſpeaks, Ton leurn their Ways, 


25. For this we have both the Ex- 
ample and the Command of the beſt 
and wiſeſt of Men. Let us not, ſays * 


Liberty of diſputing with the Wicked 


time to become like unto them, And 
St. John going with ſome of his 
Friends at Epheſas to thi 

quir'd of the Servant who waited 
there, Mho was within? the Servant 
told him, Cerinthus, Which the A- 


* Fpiſt, of St. Bare C. 4. as 
1 Ks _. 'grow 


poſtle no ſooner underſtood, but in 
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muſt quit their Company; leſt, as the 


and get a Snare to your Soul, Prov. xxii. 


a Primitive Father, give our ſelves the 


and Sinners , leſt we ſhould change in 


ſus to the Bath, en- 


= 


76 The Danger and Folly 
great Abhorrence he turned back, Let 
* us begone my Brethren(ſaid he) and 
make haſte from this Place, left. the 
© Bath wherein there is ſuch an Here. 
“tick as Cerinthus, the great Enemy 
* of the Truth, fall upon our Heads. And 
the P/almift tells us what his Practice 
was, I have not ſat with vain Perſons, 
neither will I go in with Diſſemblers, 
have bated the Congregations evil Doers, 
and. will not fit with the Wicked, Pal, 
XXVi. 4,5. and we have the A poſtles 

expreſs Command for it, Now we com- 

mand. you Brethren, in the Name of our 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you withdran 
Jour ſelves from every Brother that walks 
diſorderly, and not after the 'Tradition 
which he has received of us, 2 Theſſ. ili 
6. I ſhall conclude my Advice with 

thoſe Words of. the Apoſtle, 1 Tin. 

lit. 2, 3, 4, 5. f Men be Lovers of 
their own ſelves, covetaus, boaſters, 
proud blaſphemers, diſabedient to Pi- 
rents, unthankfnl, anholy, without natu. 


ral Affection, Truce-breakers , Falſe-Ati- 


— 
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+ Cave's Life of St Jahn para, 11 
PRs | | euſers, 
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ok Evil Courſes, e. 77 
cuſers, incontinent, fierce, Deſpiſers of 
thoſe that are good, Traytors, heady, highs 
minded, Lovers of Pleaſures more than 
Lovers of God; having a Form of Golli- 
neſs, but aenytng the Power therecf; from 


ſuch turn away. 
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Jo betake our ſelves to ſame Honeſt Em- 


ploy ment, 4 Hfth Remedy againſt Sin. 


IE that would avoid Sin; muſt 


II betake himſelf to ſome honeſt _. 
uſeful Employment. Every Man has 

a great deal of Work to do, God: A 
mighty ſent us not into the World, to 


ſpend our Days in Sloth and Idleneſs; 


but to be diligent and induſtrious in 


our reſpective Stations. We are his 
Factors, and he has intruſted us with 
many Talents, which we muſt not, 
like the ſlothſul, wicked Servant, hide 


in a Napkin, or bury in the Ground 


> 


but we muſt negotiate with them, to 
his Glory, and the Good of our Neigh- 


E 3 bour. 
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78 The Danger and Folly 
- bour. This is a Law, which no Ra-: 

tional Man, let him be high or low, 
rich or poor, is exempt from: God has 
intruſted every Man with ſomething 
or other to traffick with; for no Man 
ãs plac'd in the World without a Cal. 
ling : Even Adam himſelf in Paradiſe, 
Was enjoin d to dreſs and keep the Gar- 
den; and ſince his Expulſion thence, 
all his Poſterity are doom'd, in the 
{weat of theirBrows to eat their Bread. 
To this Purpoſe we have ſeveral 
Exhortations in Holy Scripture, thus, 
I Theſaav. 10, 11. We beſeech ou Bre. 
tbren, that ye fludy to do your own Bu. 
fine ſs, and work with your own Hands, 4 
we commanded you, And he lays i 
great a Streſs upon it, that in another 
Place he fays, If any. would not work, 
they ſbould not eat, 2 Thel. iii. 10. 80 
allo, Epeſ. iv. 28. Let him that ſtole, 
ſteal no more, but rather let him labour 
working with his Hands the Thing which 
s, good, That is, Employing himſelf 
in ſome honeſt Calling, that he ma) ill 
-have to give to him that needs. The MW — 
Senſe of all which is to oblige us toil 

eu 8 engage 
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engage our ſelves in ſome honeſt Cal> 
ling, and to be diligent and indu - 
ſtrious in it. And how abſolutely ne» 
ceſſary this is, and how excellent 
a Remedy againſt Sin, appears from 
hence, That the Soul of Man is a very 
active Being, which cannot lie idle, it 
will be in a ion; and it will do- what 
it ſhould not, rather than nothing at 
all : eh as oy Cato wiſely obſerv d, * 
doin you will learn to do ill. 
he 7 ro Rabbies ſay, That it is 
not enough for a Man'to be Learned, 
and well Skilled in the Law ; but that 
he muſt learn ſome Manual Trade, by | 
which he may earn his Living. This 


his Treatiſe of the Talmad; where he 
fays, That the Study of the Law is a 
very commendable thing, when it is 
joined with ſome Mechanick Art and 
Occupation: for when 4 Man applies 
himſelf co theſe two things, he has no 
time to do Evil; and he who does not 
learn ſome Profeſſion or nnen in the 


71 Nihil egendo, diſces — agere, | 
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ay, 


— 


is the Doctrine of Rabbi Gamaliel, in 
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80 The Danger and Foily 
End becomes a Man of a lewd. and 
irregular Converiation: And Rabbi 
Jehuda ſays, That he who does not 
teach his Children a Trade, does in 
effect teach them to Rob upon the 
Highway. Idleneſs hath an Ear open 
to every extravagant Motion, it giv. 
eth Entertainment to a thouſand ſin- 
ful Fancies, it expoſeth the Soul to all 

her Ghoſtly Enemies, it feeds all man- 
ner of Vice and Impiety; whilſt lau- 
ful innocent Buſineſs quite ſtar ves and 
deſtroys them, and leaves but little 
Room for Temptation: So that it af 
ſaults a Man that is well employ'd, 
only by chance, and at ſome particu- 
lar Seaſons; whereas it ſets upon the 
idle Perſon with open Violence, and a 
reſtleſs Importunity. Idlenefs lays us 
open to all manner of Temptations, 
and tempts the very Tempter. It is © 
excellent Advice which the Father M . 

gave, viz. Be always doing ſome- M ra 
thing, that the Devil may never find MW © 
tthee idle: And, ſays the wiſe Son of ma 
Sirach, Send thy Servant to labour, ay — 


» WW. 


he be not idle; for Idlen 
Evil, Eccluſ. xxxiii. 27. 


And becauſe the Choice of our Cal- 
ling is a thing of the greateſt Mo. 


ment, our. Happineſs or. our Miſery, 
both in this World and the other, in 


a great Mea ſure depending upon it, we 
are not to fix upon any raſhly and un- 
adviſedly, but after the molt ſeridus 


and mature Deliberation, - For, as 


+ Cicero ſays , The firſt Thing to be de- 
termin d, is, what ſort of Men we deſire to 
be, and what Courſe of Life to take in the 
World; which is « Caſe, of all others, the 
moſt hazardous and difficult. For when 


People are young, and pena ark moſt 


fooliſh , they generally pitch upon. that 
Courſe 07 Life, which then beſt pleaſes 


their unt æperienc à Fancies; ſo that tbeß 
are fix'd and engag d in à certain Courſe, 


I lmprimis conſtituendum eſt, quos nos, & qua- 
les eſſe velimus, & in quo genere vi:æ; quæ delibe- 
ratio eſt omnium difficillima. Ineunte enim adolef- 
centia, cum eſt maxima imbecillitas conſiliĩ, tum id 
fibi quiſque genus æta tis degendæ conſlituit quod 
maxime adamavit, itaque ante implicatur aliquo 


certo genere curſuque vivendi,quam potuit quod op- 


timum eſſet judicare. Cic. de fie. I. 1. 33, 
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82 The Danger andFolly 
before they have Judgment to diſcern whit 
4 beſt. 1 — — 1 the Ruine of 
à great many they can give no 

er Renten why Ave of uch an 
Employment, but that their Father 

Was of it, or that ſuch a Friend ad. 
| Tenancy co it, wy took a 12 
a and ſo engagin 
. they are 

before they are aware of it, | 
'Now in order to the making a 
right Choice of an Employment, and 
to the diſcharging of it ſucceſsfully ; 
every Man mult beg of God, todire& 
him, to make Choice of ſuch an one, 
as is moſt fit for him, wherein he may 


| moſt promote the Honour and Glory 


of God, and the Good of the Publick. 
And then let him uſe his own Diſcre- 
tion and Judgment in the Matter: 
But let him take particular Care, that 
his Calling be Lawful, that it * a- 
greeable to his Temper and Genius, 
and that it be ſuitable to his Capaci- 
To his Ability, and Quality. | 
Every Mam mult take care that 
his Calling be Lawtul.. He mult not 


ſo 
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ſo much conſider what Profit. it will 
bring him in, or how ſoon he can 


raiſe an Eſtate by it; as what Good © 


he can do in it. As the Jews always 
learat ſome Trade or other, ſo the 
were very careful that it ſhould. be . 


free from all Suſpieion of Scandal, that 


it ſhould he (as they call it) a clean, 
that is, an honeſt Trade. Being wont 
to ſay, That he was happy, who had 

his Parents employed in an honeſt 


and commendable Callin 2 as he 
was miſera ble, who ſaw them can- 


verſant in any, ſordid and diſkhaneſf. - 
Courſe of Life. Some Callings are 
in themſelves abſolutely Unlawiul, . 


as Bawds, Pimps, Conjurers, and 


R if you will take the 
Judgment of moſt Divines hoth An- 


cient and Modern; theſe are in them- 


ſelves ſo ſcandalous, and tend ſo di- 

rectly to the Ruine of Men's Souls, 
that all Men of common Probity lock 
upon them with the greataſt Ahhor- 
rence and Deteſtation. But there are 
others, which tho? they be not ia 
chemſelves abſolutely ſinful, yet a 
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84 The Danger and Folly 
ſurrounded with many Temptations; 
ſuch, for inſtance, as tend to the Cor- 


rupting of Men's Mann 
Dania ant of the Publick; Now tho 
a wiſe and good Man would not chufe 
to be of an Employment that carries 
great Temptations along with it, yet if 
it proves his ill Fortune to be brought 
up in ſuch an one, and he knows not 
how to ſubſiſt any other Way; he is 
not in Con ſeience bound immediately 
to quit it, there being many Ways of 
getting a Livelihood, which have an 
Ill Repute thro* the Abuſe of ſome 
that follow them, which yet are law- 
ful and neceſſary in a State. In this 
Caſe his Buſineſs is to conſider where- 
in lies the greateſt Temptation and 
Danger of it, and to arm himſelf di- 
hgently againſt that, and then he may 
live very innocently, and ſerve God 
very acceptably in it. But to hve 
wickedly in ſuch a Calling, and then 
lay the Blame upon the Lemptations 
that attended it, is too ſlender an Ex- 
cuſe for it. For, if the Calling be 
lawful, no doubt but it may be inno- 

; Se: cently 


j 
, 
j 


h 
Z 
* 3 
* * 
4 
1 „ 
: : , 


and to the 


"Ts N ann 3 4 5 I l * 6 IT * 
np > oy * * 2 I I dun. 
* — * 27 » 
— - . 4 ; þ 
N a « » a3 1 * 3 > yg »» 
. by ; 
. 
# _ * p 
: * 83 * * . 
© * — 1 : 1 o Y a Lf 1 
. : 4 ö 
4 * 8 1 
6 , k * £ 5 
F 


cently managed if the Man plea ſes; 
and if it be unlawful, he muſt for no 
Conſideration whatever continue in 
it. For what will the moſt advanta- Y 
geous Calling avail a Man, what will | 
it profit him to gain even the whole 
World, if he loſe his Soul by the 
Bargain 2 dM gt. er # 
2. Every Man muſt make Choice 
of ſuch an Employment as is agree- 
able to his Temper and Genius. It 
being ſcarce poſſible for a Man to go 
hearfully, on or to ſucceed in any Cal- 
ing, for which neither he is fir, nor 
the Calling fit for him. For, tho” a 


is Man does reſolve to ſet himſelf a. 
e- ork, yet if it be ſuch as is contrary — 
d o his Genius, if it lie croſs the gra 

i- Pf his Inclination, his Mind will be 

y Perpetually rambling after ſomething 

d Wi; and ſo this excellent Antidote 

e ay happen to become deadly Poiſon: 

n he Lacedæmonians had a Law that 

s very Boy, affoon as he was arrived 

c- Wo Years of Diſererion, ſhould" be 

de Prought before the Magiſtrates, and 

9 Fat ſtrict Scrutiny ſhould there be 

y nh made, 


® The „er 
made, what Courſe of Life he ſeemed 
moſt fit for, and what good or evil 
Inclinations appeared in him, tha 
; the good ones might be encaurngel, 
and the ill ones corrected. 
1 3 may your Talent 4 
8 e an Tel . 


* To nihil invitd, dices Facieſve, Mi. 


nerva; 


hs the Poet: There? 8 n NOT "R 
ginſt the Stream, no Man can do 
_ - any Buſineſs well, which is contraty 
to bis Inclination; therefore it be. 
hoves every Man to look into himſelf, 
and ſee where his Talent lies, and 
2 pitch upon ſuch Buſineſs as i 


5 8 to him. This is the 
Rule which the great + Roman Orator 
and 5 9 71 bis down: Les ever 


ane flick to his own Character and Hu 
our, provided . it has —.— that 


» Horaz. de ant. Port... jum autem i 
nenda ſunt fua cuiqus, non Ir led tamen pro- 
pria 5 quo facilius decorum illud, quod quærimm, 
_ rexjneatur, Cisens de Office I. a. c. 372 


of "Evil Courſes. , $ 
i; vicious in it. For we ſpould always ; 
take 4 particalar Care, ta do nothing con- 
trary to that which Mature has imprinted 
in every one of u; but ſaving the Reus- 
rence we owe to that, then to live arcar- 
ding to our particular one, ſo as to follow 
that kind of Study, and aur ſelves. 
to that Courſe of Life, which is moſt ſui- 
table and agreeable to our own Inching- 
tions; tho? others, perhaps, may be more 
uſeful and import ant: For tis in vain to 
ſtraggle gain fi the Biaſs of your Nature; 
or wy to ſet upon that ſort of Buſineſs 
which you can never arrive at any Pere. 
gion in. Otherwiſe the Players may ſeems 

to be wiſer than we are; for they, whew 
they pitch upon what they'll act, do not al-. 
vchs chaſe thoſe Parts that are beſt , but 
thoſe that are beſt ſuited to their Hu- 
mours and Abilities: And (ball Hur. 
obſerve this tn chuſing their Parts, and 
Wiſe Men nat do it in chufing their Hu- 
fineſs, and Way of Living? We ſhould 
—_— apply our ſeives eſperi aly to that 
which me find moſs agreeable to the Ben 
of our Natures, But if we ſbonld chance 
to be driven upan am thing, that is 1 
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88 The Danger andFolly 
2 5 cf for our Parts and Talents, 1 
ſpould make it our Buſineſs, by Cart ant 
Application, i not to go thro with it the 
| moſt perfectly that is poſſible, yet at leaf 
with as few Faults, as ever we are able 
And let us labour rather to avoid thoſe 
Vices which me are naturally inclin d ig 
than try to arrive at thoſe Excellenties 
and Perfections which we were never mad: 

or. * i 3 K 5 : I 
J 3. Let every Man ſee, that his Bu. 
ſineſs be ſuitable to his Capacity and 
his Quality. Some Men, out of too 
great an Opinion of their own A bili- 

ties, are very forward in underta kin 
things that are above them, and ſo 


they become the Scorn and Jeſt of all 


that know them: And others there 
are, who may properly be ſaid to be 
idly buſy, their Employment being fo 

trifling, and to ſo little purpoſe : As 
thoſe, for inſtance, who Kin a Sphere 
below their Abilities and their Station 


Thus the Emperor Domitian is ſaid to 


have ſpeat his Time in catching Flies, 
and Biantes in making Needles; it's 
a ſcandalous thing, for him 9 


- of Ebil Courtes, Kc. 85 
God has fitted for great and weighty 
Affairs, like Nero, to ſpend bis Time 
in Fiddling. And the Roman Hiſto- 
nian tells us, that Men hoped no lon- 
ger ſor any thing Princely from the 
Emperour Commodus, when he had 
once liſted himſelf amongſt the Fen- 
cers; and inſtead of the magnificent 
Titles of his Predeceſſors, derived 


from the Conqueſt of great and popu- 


lous Nations, aſſumed this baſe and 
ſervile one, the Vanquiſher of a thou- 
ſand Gladiators. Tis one of the cer- 
taineſt Eſtimates we can make of a 
Man to meaſure him by the Employ- 
ment he chuſes, if that be of great 
Uſe and Importance, it is a ſufficient 
Indication of a great and noble Ge. 
nius; but if it be mean and trifling, 
it ſhews his Thoughts to be low and 
groveling. Perſons of Quality ſhould 
apply themſelves to ſuch Buſineſs as 
becomes their Elevated Station; God 
has given them Power to do much 
Good in their Generation; What vaſt 


Improvements © in divers Parts of 


Learning might Gentlemen make, 
„ who 
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or of the Laws and Cuſtoms of their 


who are diſengaged from the Cares the ! 
and Froubles of the World, and have i the S 
Iime to ſpare for the noble and uſe. 
ful Studies of Philoſophy or Hiſtory 


8 


own Country ; and what a pleaſant 
Life muſt that needs be, which is di. 
yo between Religion and ſuch no. 
ble Studies, between the Furniſhing 
of our Minds with the moſt excellen 
Truths, and the Saving of our Souls, 
But if God has not endowed them 
with Capacities for acting in fo ele- 
Vated a Sphere, they may do great 
Service in a more Private Capacity: 
T bey may learn the Wants and Miſe. 
ries of their Neighbours, and endea- 
vour to relieve them according to 
their ſeveral Neceſſities: They may, 
in a Moral Senſe, be Eyes to the Blind, 
and Feet to the Lame; they may be 
Fathers to the Fatherleſs, and Hul- 
bands to the Widows; they may com- 


fort the Afflicted, ſupport the Weak, iſ is 
(defend the Oppreſſed from lum that Re 
ſpoileth him, and aſſiſt the Need 2 


1 N $ e 


ot Evil Courſes; de. 92 
ares the Hungry, cloath the Naked, viſit 
ave the Sick, and let the Priſoner go free; 
uſe. Thus, would Men take care to fin 
upon ſuch. Employments as are in 
themſelves Lawful and Honourable, 
and ſuch as are moſt adapted to their 
reſpective Tempers, Abilities and 
Qualities, and then be honeſt and in- 
duſtrious in the Exerciſe of them; I 
am confident, this would prevent ma- 
ny of thoſe Sins are apt to com- 
mit, and mightily help. them to pre- 
ſerve their Innocence. 7 
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Abſtinence and Mortification, 4 Sixth 


E that would abſtain from - 

| Sin, muſt accultom himſelf 

to Abſtinence and Mortification. This 

is an Exerciſe that has been uſed by 

Religious Perſonsin all Ages: It is as 

ancient as the Law of Moſes, for the 
Nazarites were bound to abſtain —_ 

"ai 
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92 The Banger and Folly 
Wine and Strong Drink, during the 
Time of their Separation, (as we read 
Num. vi. 2. and on) that they might 
the more entirely devote themſelves 
to God's Service. The like Rigours 
were practis'd by the Rechabites, who 
neither drank Wine, nor built Houſes, 
nor ſowed Seed, nor planted Vineyards; 
but dwelt in Tents all their Days, Jer. 
XxxV. 6,7. And the New Teſtament 
gives us an Account of the great Se. 
verities of John the Baptiſt, who-had 
his Raiment of CamePs Hair, and 4 Lei. 
thern Girdle about his Loyns ; and his 
Meat was Locuſts and wild Honey, Mat. 
1. 4 And St. Paul tells us, that he 
ſtrove to keep his Body ander, and 10 
bring it into Subjeftion , x Cor. ix. 27, 
And in later Ages this has been pra- 
ctis d, even to_Superftition, Abſti- 
nence, when uſed with Diſcretion, is 
very uſeful towards the Subduing of 
our Luſts and Paſſions; For which 
Reaſon the Fathers have ſpoken great 
things in Praiſe of it, calling it a Vito: 
ry over Nature, the Light of the Soul, 
the Guard and Tranquillity of- the 


Fa 
— 


Mind, the Gate of religious Sorrow. 
a joyous. Contrition, the Gate of Pa- 
radiſe; it diſpels the Miſt of Concu- 
piſcence, it makes us humble and con- 
trite, it ſubjects the Fleſh' to the Spi- 
rit, it makes a Man acquainted with 
himſelf, it makes the Spirit more re- 
ſolved and firm, tis the Vigour of the 
Mind, it is the Wall of Chaſtity, the 
Fortification of Modeſty, the Orna- 


the Life of Virtue, The Fleſh is very 
apt to rebel, and when it is high- fed, 
and pampered, grows the more head. 
ſtrong and furious; like an ill: ma- 
nag'd Horſe, it muſt be brought un- 
der, by hard Labour, and ſpare Diet. 
Hence it is, that the Holy Scripture 
makes ſuch loud Complaints againſt 
it, calling it, 4» Enemy to God, and. 
telling us, that its Works are Aduite- 
ry, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviauſ- 
neſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Va. 
riance, Emul attons:W, rath, Strife, Sedi- 
tions, Hlereſies, Envyings, Murders, 
Drankenneſs,Revellings, and ſuch like; 
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Gul. v. 19, 20, 21. and likewiſe. ad- 


4 


ment of Life, the Death of Vice, and 


bi Soul, and keep it low, like 4 Child 


94 The Danger and oe 
moniſhing us, to Cracify the Fle 


| ſo, with 
the Affections and Luſts; for the Apo. 
ſtle fays, If Fr live after th the Fleſb, u. 
| ſball dye; 3 ye thro the Spirit dy 
_ the of the Body, ye Ale 
Rom. viii. 13. So that he that would 
avoid Sin, muſt accuſtom himſelf to 
Mortificarion and Self- denial ; he 
mult exerciſe himſelf much in Faſting, 
Watching, hard Labour and Study; 
he muſt not only abſtain from ſuch 
Delights. — 3 as — abſo. 
unla ut he myſt deny 
ine 


f even in lawful Enjoyments; 
he muſt, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, refrais 


that is weaned from his Mother: yea his 


Soul and his Body too, maſt be even a 
4 weaned uy go 9 2, 3. The 
Apoſtle at ſtrives for the 
Maſtery, mait 4 matt be temperate in all things, 
1 Cor. ix. 25. He that defires to con- 
quer his Luſts — — 2 „ not 
235 Day eat and drink and fleep to 

eye but muſt frequently omit his 
common. Meals, and watch beyond 
4 * e Hours; and _ he 
| oes 


— 
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dt EviliCourlegy&e/” 5 
does refrefh himſelf, he muſt be con- 
tent with hard Lodging, and coarſe 
and homely Fare: Becauſe if we in- 
dulge our Appetites in all lawſul 
＋ ) _ me 1 in; 
any thing but what is Will. 
by Cuſtom and conſtant. Graliden, 
tion, become our Maſters, and draw: 
us into many unlawful Enjoyments. 
as great a Diſtance. as he ean from: 
Danger: And therefore we muſt learn 
to ſubdue and mortify our Bodily Ap- 
petites at all Times, and in all Inſtan- 
ces, we muſt always keep them low 
and tractable; ſo that we may be able 
to govern them at all Times, and 
upon all Occaſions: And the more a 
Man does this, the farther he is re- 
ur Deſires and Appetites being the 
greateſt Snare and Temptation to us; 
lor every Man, as St. James ſays, is 
empted, when he is dramm away of his own 
Hi, and enticed; then mben Luſt hath © 
mneived, it bringeth forth Sin, Jam. i. 
1H ; 17319 Voz DS LUN: n. 


But 
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theſe Bodily Auſterities are not in 
themſelves Religious, they are only 
good Means and Inſtruments of Reli. 
gion: Bodily Exerciſe*profiteth no. 
thing, except it bring forth in us God. 
lineſs and good Living: the End of it 
is the Subduing of our Paſſions, and 
mortifying the Pride of our Hearts; 
and except it has this Effect upon us, 
it will no more a val us, than the Pa. 
ring of our Nails, or the Shaving of 
our Faces. Wherefore that you may 
not be miſtaken in this Matter, I ſhall 
lay down theſe following. Rules for 
your Dire&Qion, . 
1. In all Corporal Auſterities, we 
muſt uſe Diſcretion and Moderation. 
The Body is the Servant of the Soul; 
ſo that we muſt take Care to keep it 
in a Capacity of diſcharging its Fun- 
tions, we mult not lay upon it more 
than it is able to bear: Now every 
Man muſt herein be his own Dire- 
ctor; ſome Men ave of ſuch weak and 
infirm Conſtitutions, that the leaſt Se- 
verity would deſtroy them; athers 


— 
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-vfEvii-Courſes; e-. 97 
e. | arc fo ſtrong and robuſt, that Morti- 
+ fication would; be very proper for 
Body, and keep it under, but not to 
kill it. 1 Nen KEEN 7 c 
2. We muſt not place any Merit 
in theſe Severities; we muſt not think 
that they will make any Atonement 
for our Sins, for that nothing but the 
Blood of Chriſt can do, and therefore 
on that, and not on any of our.own 
performances, we muſt depend for 
Pardon; for God takes no Delight 
herein; it is the Temper and Diſpo- 
ſitien of the Heart that he regards, and 
not the Tormenting of our Bodies: 
we As you may fee, Ja. viii. 5. and on 
ion. where the Prophet, deſcribing. a true 


dul: and counterfeit Faſt, has theſe Words: 
D Li ſuch 4 Fait that I have choſen? 4 
aun % for 4 Man to affiict his Soul? Is it to 
note w dom his Head as a Bulruſh, and to 
ws read Sackcloth and Aſbes under him? 


ire: %%% thou call this, a Faſt, and an accep- * 
Dire Wk 6 3 3 AS : 
and %% Day Yo the Lord? Is, not this the 
Foft that I have »choſen'#., To laoſe the 
Bands of Miotedneſe, ta undo. the heavy 

k : * ; A £4.40 ; FE IAI Nas 
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©. "thou bring the Poor thut are c 


98 The Danger and Folly 
Bardens, and to let the Oppreſſed go free us 
and that - Je break every 1 275 H. 
io deal th Bread to the Hl ry, and that on 
ont, 10 cil 
thy Houſe ! When thou ſeeit the Naked, be 
that thou cover him, and that thou hide VE 
not thy ſelf. from thine-own Fleſh ? Then I 5 
fall thy Light break forth as the Morn. f . 
. thine Health" ſball ſpring forth the 
7740 ; and thy Right all g 
ore thee, the Glory f the Lord ſbal 
be thy Reward. "Then os hal thoa call, and 
= Lordſb all anſwer ; thou ſhalt cr J; and 
Fw he! 42 „Here T am. F thou take ami 
rom the midſt of thee the Toke, the put- 
| — in forth of rhe Finger, and ſpeaking 2 
nity: And if thau draw out thy Soul to 
; the He ry, and ſatisfy the Micted Soul, 
thy Light riſe in Obſcurity, and 
th 0 ork * 1 MG. day: Ke And 
the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and 
ſatisfy thy Soul in Drought, and make fu 
thy Bones; and thou ſhalt be like a water. 
ed Garden, and like 4 Spring * W ater 
whoſe Waters fail not, 
3. We muſt take Care, chateur l 
ſterities and Selt-denials dot not . 


us into Pride and Uncharitahleneſs. | | 
He that grows proud of himſelf. up- 
on this Account, and, like the jt er. 
cilious haughty Phariſee, boaſt . 
be Faſts twice a Week, perverts the 
very End and Deſign of them; which 
muſt we deſpiſe. others for not u © * 
them; we muſt not {ay to our Naigh- © 
bour, Stand off, for I am hglier:than : 
thou, becauſe he does not uſe theſe 
Rigoars : We muſt puniſh our-ſelyes 
in private, and not Hut of a vain O- 
ſtentation, according to our Saviour's 
Rule, Mat. vi. 16, 17, 18. When ye 
fait, be not as the *Hyporrites , of 4 lad 
Countenance; for they disfigure their Fa- 
ces, that they may appear unto Men to 
fil; werily I ſay unto. you, they have 
their Reward : Bui thou, when thou faſt- 
et, anoint th Head, and waſb thy Face; 
that thou appear not unto Men to faft but 
unto thy Father which is in Headen; and 
thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret, Hall re- 
ward thee openly. And now I fhall 
fay to you, as our Great Lord and 
Maſter. ſaid 38 his 9 the? up- 
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on another Occaſion; Hie that 'is able 
0 receive it, let him I it, Ma tth. 
"Nix. 12. He that is of ſo vigorous, 
-ftrong and healthful a Conſtitution, 
as to be able to undergo theſe Bodily 
Rigours and Severities, let him exet. 
e himſelf herein, with Prudence and 
Diſeretion; and be will find ĩt a miph- 
ty Help towards true Virtue and ſound 
Religion. I ſhall conclude this Head 
with the Apoſtle's Advice: Mortih 
therefore jour Members which are * 
the Earth; Fornication, Un 22 1 
- ordinate Aﬀedtion , evil Contupiſcente, 
and Covetouſneſs, which is Invlatry; F i 
which things ſake, the Wrath of GOD 
wometh on og 0 bildren of bed 
Dol. i Ui. 5, 6 
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2 the Holy Sri ptures and other 
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of Evil Courles, k. 10 


ing good Books, will make ſuch an 
Impreſſion of Virtue and Holineſs up- 
on the Soul, as cannot eaſily be deſa- 
ced T heſe will enlighten our Under- 
ſtandings, warm our Devotion, puri- 
ſy our Hearts, and create in us a true 
Love of 60, and Rebpidn: And 
therefore, conſidering the Corruption 
a: Mankind, how open they lie tothe 
preſſions 'of the World, and how. _ 
leger they are of kheir 8 piritual 
Concerns, it is abſolutely aig, 
for them to converſe with ſuch Books, 
a8 will awaken their Conſciences out 
of this Fatal Lethargy, wean their Af. 
ſections from the World, and make! 
them; more mindſul of Eternuy: 
Wherefore I cannot but preſs this Ex- 
erciſe upon all States — Conditions 
of Men, whether they be Loung or 
Old, Learned or Ueber, ; Sik 
they be good and virtuous, or pro, 
phane and viciqus.; This would bepß 
great Advantage to them, it Would 
mightily tend 155 their Reformation 
and Inſtruction; and to jon” Bar it, is 
to N their —_ 4n 2 ; 
cr 
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102 | The Banger and Folly _ 
der to teap this Benefit by Reading, 
Books muſt not be uſed as a Diver - 
ſion or to pleaſe our Fancies only, he 

that takes a practical Book in hand, 
muſt do it with a Deſign to conform 
his Practice to what he ſhall there be 
convinced to be his Duty,; and he 
that comes not with this Probity of 
Mind, is not likely to profit much b 

his Neading. I believe it may wi 
Modeſty be affirmed, that we Expliſh- - 
Men enjoy the - greateſt: Helps and 


Bleffings of this kind; of any People 


in the Whole World, no Nation being 


able to compare with ours, for Plenty 
of Practical , Books pabliſhed in dur 
own Language, and adapted to all 
Capacities: As Pearſon the'Cretd, 
Simm Chriſtian Life; Hiamond's Pra. 
Aaicat Catechiſm; Taylor's Holy Living 
ad Dying, Sheribel upon Death and 
* „Nitlewel's Mea futes of 
Chitin Obedience, Laras Practi- 

ul Chiiſtianity, and Enquiry after 
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fable Book, The Whole Duty of Man, 
which is fo cheap and plentiful, _ 
190 EY hope 


.of Evil. ca 103: 
there are few. Families without 
But what is infinite above all 
ga. (and which is a Bleſſing molt 
uncharitably denied to the Walgar 
people of moſt other Nations) wp. 
have the Holy Scriptures fait bfully 
tranſlated uta our on Tongue; 4 
Book indicted by the Inſallible Spirit 
of GOD- himſelf; a Book, which if 
we would but t diligently, read and 
practiſe, would of itſelf alone make 
us Wiſe unto Salvation: In them is the 


Spring of Underſtanding, the Fuuntain 


of Wiſdow, and the. Seas of Kpowledge, 

2 Eſd. 4 47. In Holy Scriptare, ſays 

2 great, Author, -# fully containd, © 

what wegpught ta do, and 2 Neben 

what to believe, what ro dove, and mhas 

to look. for at | Gods hands, at length, 

And therefore. theſe Books ought to 
be much in our Hands, in out By 
in our Ears, in our Mouths, but, 

of all in our Hearts. How 250 

er culpa ble then are thoſe Perſons; who 

deſpiſe, theſe Ineſtimable Bleſhngs of 

t! e Lee eee eden 
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104 The Danger and Folly 
the Almighty? and ſpend their Time 
in Reading the vain Fictitious Tales 

of Plays and Romances; which fill 
their Heads with Vanity and Chime- 
ra's, inſtead of true Virtue , and Di- 
vine Knowledge. We may learn from 
theſe Men, what deep and laſting Im. 
preſſions, the Books we read lea ve be. 
hind them; for they are generally as 
wild and romantick, as the Book 
themſelves; their Heads are ſo full of 
_ roving vain Imaginations, that there 


1 


is no Room for uſeful ſolid Senſe, and 
true Chriſtian Sobriety. Plays and 
Romances are open and profeſs'd E. 
nemies to all Virtue and Goodneſs 
they ' ſoften Nature, emaſculgte the | 
Mind, they paint Vice to the Liſe, tu 

they ſpread Nets and Toils for un- he 
wary Souls, the Stile charms, the Ex- his 
preſſion is luſcious, and the Contri- me 
vance is no leſs inviting than the Sub- be 
ject; all theſe Arrifices' conſpire to be 
the Murdering of their Readers, and ih 
are as fatal to their Souls, as the moſt P1 
deadly Poiſon is to their Bodks: ch 
Their only View is to corrupt Mens 1 % 
we Ot Ss Morals 
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Morals, they pollute the Imagination, 
they pov pl the Senfes 1 raiſe a 
great deal of irregular. Paſſion, th. 
occaſion, nothing but Extravagance 
and Folly, and kindle ſuch:Flames as 
can hardly be extinguiſhed, but, like 
the Flames of Hell, do burn for eyer. 
Ang. Ol that the Authors of ſueh 


lies, or have publiſhed Lewd Books, . 
ſhall daily: receive a, greater Load af. 
Puniſhment, according as the Mil- 


chief thereof does daily ſpread, and 
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106 "The Danger and Folly : 
_ 'Thoſe that live if are miſchievous to 
the World by Example, but theſe by 
. 'Defigh; thoſe are Enemies to them- 
Telves, and ſuch as follow them; but 
theſe gught to be looked upon as the 
Jubverters of all that is good, and 
the Promoters of all Evil aud -Miſ- 
chief; and therefore are the trueſt E. ;, 
hemies to Mankind, and the Peſt and 
Bate of Humane TAY ins Diſho- 
nour and Reproach of their Age and © 
Country, and not meerly Enemies to G 
Mankind, but as far as in them lies F 
to God himſelf, the Beſt and Wiſeſt 
of Beings; and when ſuch Monſters 
of Impiety grow numerous and bold, 
they bode the moſt fatal Conſequen- © ( 
Fes to ſuch a People, where they ap- : 
pear without a publick Dereſtation 1 
4 
| 


_of them. Theſe are the Men by 
whom Offences come, theſe are the 
Troublers of 1/rae/, theſe are the In- 
cendiaries which embroil the World, 
and deſtroy all Peace and Order, both 
in Church and State: And it is the 
Duty of every Government, to brand 
' theſe Publick Enemies with the 9 
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eſt Infamy, to ſuppreſs ſuch Book, 

| and to bring the Authors of them to 
condign Puniſhment, . This has been 
the Care of the beſt and wiſeſt Gover- 
nors, both of Church and State. The 

* Sixtieth of the * Apoſtolical Canons,does 
Degrade any Prieſt, that Publiſheth « 
Book which tendeth to the Corruption of - 
the Manners of the Clergy or People = 
The Roman Law's; prohibited any 
to keep Books of Magick Arts, and 
when any. ſuch were found, their 
Goods were orſingd, the Books pub- 
lickly. burnt, the Perſons 'banithed, 
and, if of.a meaner Rank, beheaded. 
And-the'+ Lacedemonians Would not 
ſuffer Archilocw his Books in their 
City, becauſe they were obſcent and 
immodeſt, and tended more. to the 
Corruption of the Manners, chan to 
the. Quickning of the Wit of their. 
Readers. And it was the Care and 
Si quis, felſo inſtriptos. impiorum libros tan- 
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quam ſandtos ty Eccletia publicar, ad populi d cler 
peruteiem, atur. we W054 512 
- tured ii/Libtas,Arch;loci< civitate (ya ex-- 

poreariJulleryat, Ce, Fa. ex. 16.6.3. 
" of | 


SOT" ; bans tea an a as. a r 
o » + « x ce — ( * ; 1 8 2 ow 
* \ - - 
” — * wy %. fs 19 
8 kn. 4 | 8 £ AT . 
„ * 5 192 us l : i . 2 
| | 8 T | | | | 
E er an | 
- 
N 4 
4 6 * R " : 9 
* 


Teal of the Firſt Chriſtian Emperors, 
to deſtroy all Books which were writ- 


ten againſt Chriſtianity , (as appears. 
© by one of Theodofius his Laws) which 


is the Reaſon, why we have fo few 
of the Heathens Books now remain- 
ing. The vaſt Number of Pernicious 


Books. which every Day appear, with 2 


out the leaſt Moleſtation, is a plain 


Inſtance of the deplorable Degenera- 


cy of hy Age and Nation. I believe 
mit might eaſily be proved, that there 


have more Books. been written with⸗ 


in Ten Years laſt paſt, which direQly- | 
tend to the Corruption of Mens Prin- 
ciples, than in ſo many preceding Cen- 
turies. Every Day almoſt produces 
7 ikes at 
the very Foundation of all Religion, 
by aſſerting the Cauſe of Atheiſm, and 
by confounding all Difference he- 
tween Good and Evil. This is the 
great Grievance of all good and wiſe 
Men, who have a due Concern for 
the Honour for their Lord znd Ma- 


ſome Piece or other, which. 


ſer, and for the Salvation of Mens 
VB Souls. Therefore let every aa 
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deſires to be Good, ; Five Attendance to 
Readin Fan as St. Pau 'exhorts his' be- 
loved 


1 Tis. iv. 13. But let 
him not wa Choice of ſuch Books, 
as will fill his Head wich Airy 
tions and Speculations: But lch 2 
will teach him how to ſubdue his 
Lufts and Paſſions: Above all; let 
him be EE ent in Reading the Holy 
Scriptures, for they will lead him into 
al Truth. The Holy Scriptures,” as 

our * Church expreſſeth herſelf, are 
fuch a Fountain and Well of Truth, 3 
that as many as be deſrous to enter | 

into the right and perfect Way unto 
God, muſt apply ar Minds" to be 
xquainted' with them; '' without 
which, they can neither fufficiently | 

know GOD and his Will, 4 
own Office and . The Reg = 
F the Scripture, (ſays a Learned and - 
Holy 1 i 4 great Security 4. 
c4inſt Sin; and Ignorance of them, is 4 

great Precigice , 4 deep Pit, or rither 8. 


* Homily L 7 87. Chryſoſtoin * 5 
b Dr. Patrick, in bis Search re e 
legen . F 


bottom- 
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oh hottomleſs Gulph; 4 Wie Betrayi 
cf Salvation, 21 ire not ing out of 1 i 
D. via Laws... This has both brou ght 
forth Hereſies, and led to 3 
of Manners; this hath turn'd all top 
Vet For it is impoſſible, wholly 
mpoſſible, for any Man to go away 
— 21 Reading the Holy Scriptures 
about Fruit, if he reac them with 
Care. From hence ſpring up Myriads 
of Evils, even from Ignorance of the 


© Seriptures;. from hence | pernicious 


Hereſies, negligent Liſe, and Corrup- 
tion of Manners, . For as, they, who 
are geſticute of Light, cannot mabe 
ſtraiglit Paths; {0 fuck be le e 
along with them ht o God's 
Word, in many fer neceſſarily ol 
end and ſtumble, as walking in jon 
Le If we * * to them, 
ſhould not preſerve oui 
Ales from the Deceit, but deliver 
others alſo that are deceived., and 


draw. them out ol Danger. if there 
be a 2 greater Sin than that. of not 


Reading the Scriptures, it is this, to be 
ay that we e read 
«WR 5 4's | NY them, 


(Evi: Courley, bes 1 

them; for theſe are the Words ofa 
Satanical Suggeſtion, the ſtudied In- 
ven 1 of the Devil. And St. Av+ 
« guſtin ſays, as you would ſell many 
60 Pearls „to buy one-which ſhould 
“have the Value and Beauty of all 
the Reſt: fo ought you to leave all 


« may wholly fix to one wherein vu 


« may. find all that is neceflarywm 


content and inſtruct you, and that 
js the Holy Scripture. The Time 
will come when all our Books, how- . 
ever recommended for Suhtilty of Diſs 
courſe; ExaQneſs of Method, Variety 
of Matter, or Eloquence of Lan- 
guage, when all our curious Arts like 


thoſe mentioned A#s xix. 19. ſhall be 


brought forth and burnt: before All 
Men; when the great Bbok of Na- 
ture and Heaven itſelf mall depart as 
a Scroul, Rev. vi. 14, at which Im- 
portant Sea ſon it will be more to dur 
purpoſe to have Studied well} that is, 
to have tranſeribed into practice this 
one Book, than to ha ve run thro all 
beſides. The beſt — 
4 Com- 
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Compoſition are ſubject to Errors and 
Miſtakes, but the Holy Scriptures are 
infallible.” The Lava! the Lord is per. 
feet,” converting the Soul; the Teſtimony. 
of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſim: 
ple; the Statutes of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the Heart; the Commandment 
of the Lord is pure, enlightning the Eyes; 
the Judaments of the Lord are true and. 
righteous: altogether, Pſal. 19. 7, 8, 9. 
Fherefore let us every Day apply 
our felves to a careful Peruſal of them 
for if we fail ſo to do, they will one 
Day inſtead of Guides and Aſſiſtants, 
n 2 1 N 8. 
gainſt us. Let us, if poſſible, com. 
mit ſuch Portions: of them to Memo. 
ry, as are moſt proper for the quick: 
ning our Devotion, for the melting 
our hard obduzate-Hearts into a true 


Cation, 
their. 
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their Youth are ſo much practiſed to 
the Scriptures,to weigh — Word in 
them, and to get them all by heart,, 
which is a Reproach to us Chriſtians, 
the Knowledge of the New Tefta- 
went bein much ſhorter and eaſier. 

Seeing t ft, we Chriſtians do in 
this Ref 2 Bleffing infinite- 
ly above the Re t of the World, that, 
as Moſes ſays, 10 other People hive Sta- 
5 4 id. 225 ments fo 1 2. 4 4 
this + Vo Which "the Lord but e, 
as, Deut. iv. 8. Let us, 8 3 4 
riſcth the Jews, lay af theſe - 
tem for bak and in our 2 225 
Sign a our and, that thiy. 

ng bt as 3 1 owe between Tr 75 
a let tis teach them bur 58584 15 

of them whey we ft in ber Hi wje "Ind 5 
i we walk by the Way, when we 7 bi 
_ and iet we riſe 57 Dept. v Lal 
6,7,8. Laſtih, let us, with xh a 

\ 

miſt, meditate herein Bay and Ni 
for here we have our N 8 
before s ad we Fave t 


Ete rnal Life. 


od. * * 
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T. R next Remed ly which Iman 
J preſcribe againſt Sin, is Medi. 
a ration. This naturally follows Read- 

- ing; for without Meditation , good 
Books may. ſeem as an Amuſement, 
hut they will he of little Profit or IV 

vantage to us, It is not much 
ing, but a thorough Digeſtion of what 


we read, that will us wiſe and 
good Men: Nos. Mctirarion fixes 
What we rea 15 gur Memories, 
compoſes. our 5 ultary wandering 
Thoughts. and teaches us to Edify, 
by Reading the Holy Scripture, and 
other good Books, This has been 
the Praftice of the wiſeſt Men in all 
Ages, A * Cicero. Highly. .« cominends 
277 — ſe wind dusſum el, quam cum o. 
tioſus; nec minus ſolum, quam cum ſolus eſlet. 
Magnifica vero vox, ac magno viro, ac ſapiente di. 


gna ; quæ declarat, illum & in otio de negotiis co. 
| Suk, & i in Holitadige lecum un ut ne 


7 - & "> +S 4am | Scipto 
i 7 11 3 ; 
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ſon ; by. whi6b it « 
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855i for this Saying; That he was ne. 
ver {eſs idle, than when he was idle; nor 
ever le ; alowe, than when. he was alone. L 
A noble and excellent Sentence, fays he,. 
and,worthy of ſo great, and ſo viſe 4 Per 

pears, that inthe mid 
Flehen by cow think of Buſineſs; and; 
nas uſed when alone, to converſe 2 . 
own Thoughts ; ſo that he was never fra. 
perly idlas and needed no Company, fo e 
tertain bim is bi Solitade. And the 
Holy Scripture aſſords us ſeveral; In: 
ſtances of this Practice. We read, that 
Iſaac went dnt to meditate in the Field. 
« the Eventide, Geneſ. xxiv. 63. Ant: 
the Royal Plalmiſt 
Bleſſed , whoſe Delis Kae e 
the Lord, and un dan meditate 1 
Day and Night , Pſal. I. 2; and Pſal. 
HxVil. 1 T1 2. I will remember the Morlis 
of the Lord, faith he; ſurely I will re. 
member. thy Wanders: olds I will me- 
ditate alſo ef ell thy Works, and tall of 
all thy Being. Again, Plal exiv. 19. 
Twill ee in thy Precepts, and have 


que cefſaret ubquart, . & interduin hohe altectus 
n Cicero de Off c. lib. 3. . 4 x, 


Re- 
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Reſpect᷑ unto thy Ways. And the wiſe 
Son of Sirach ſays, Bleſſed is the Mas, 
that doth meditate good Things in Wi. 
dom, and that reaſoneth of holy Things by 
his Underſtanding, Eccluſ. xiv. 20. Let 
us then ſet apart ſome Time every 
Day for the Performance of this Exer- 
ciſe; and by ſo doing, it will become 
eaſy, pleaſant, and familiar to us, 
This will teach us to be content and 
eafy when alone, and how to enjoy” 
ourſelves, when we are ſo, But then, 
. _ dar our op hts be 
rightly employ d; we muſt take care 
dt the Words of our Mouth, and 
ceptable in God's Sight; we muſt: 
not fix them either upon Trifling and 
Uſeleſs, or upon Sinful Objects; the 
one will prove unprofitable, the other 
hurtful to us. And ſurely, this may 
eaſily be prevented; for Meditation 
is a very copious Theme, there are in. 
numerable Objects very worthy of 
our Contemplation; the A poſt le tells 
us what they are: Whatſoever things 
are true 4 | whatſoever things. are: 2 
* whats 
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whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
things are pare, whatſoever things are lo- 
vely, rt things are of god Re- 
part; if there be any Virtue, if there be 
any Praiſe, think on theſe Things, Phil. 
iv. 8. There are as many Subjects 
proper for our Meditation, as there 
are Wonders in God, and in the Crea- 
tion. God is an inexhauſtible Subject, 
We cannot ( as Job ſays) by ſearching 
find out God, we cannot find out the AL 
mighty to perfection, Job xi. 7. If we 
conſider his: Nature and Attributes, 
bis Eternity, his Immenſity, his Oom- 
niſcience, his Omnipreſence, his Inſi- 
nite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Holineſs, Ju- 
ſtice and Mercy, we ſhall with the 
Plalmiſt' ſay, Great is the Lord, and, 
greatly to be praiſed , there is no End of 
bis Greatneſs. If we conſider the Works 
of God, his mighty Hand, his ſtretch- 


ts S fp. Fo YA... 
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Y. edoout Arm, and his Miracles, and 
x4 his Acts which he hath done; then 
of {hall we aſcribe Greatneſs unto our 


oY God, and ſee that all his Works are 
„ perfect. If we caſt our Eyes Above 
7 every thing chere ſhews forth the Wii 
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duom and theGreatneſs of the Creatot: 


The Heavens. declare the Glory of. God, 


and the Firmament ſheweth his. hang). 
work; Day unto Day uttereth Speech, az 


Night unto Night uttereth Knowledge; 


there is no Speech nor Language where 


their Voice is not heard; their Line 5 
gone out thro the Earth, and their Ward: 


anto the End of the World. If we con. 


ſider this Lower World, every thing 
beſpeaks the Goodneſs, as well as the 
Greatneſs of God. This the Pſalmiſt 
does molt lively diſplay, in P/a/.civ. 
Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, ſays he; 0 
Lord my God, thou art very great; thou 


art cloathed with Honour and Majeſty : 


who covere ſt thy ſelf with Light, as with 


4 Garment who ſtreteheſt forth the Hes. 


Fans : 4 thy Rebuke they led, 


vent, like 4 Curtain: who layeth the 
Beams of his: Chambers in the Waters, who 
maketh the Clouds his Chariots, who 
walketh upon the Wings of the Wing: who 
laid the Foundations of the Earth, that it 
ſbauld not be remoued far euer: Thon ei- 
vereũ ſt it with the Deep, as mithi a Uur- 
ment; the Waters flood ahove the Moun. 
at the 
Voice 


* „ „ 9 
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Voice of thy Thunder they haſte away: 
they 7 «p by the Mountains, they 765 down 
by the Vallies, unto the plac thou © 
hiſt founded for, them : 1 0 ſet 4 

Bound that they may not paſs over, that 
they turn not again to cover the Earth. 


He ſendeth the Springs into the Vallies, A 


which run among the Fills, They give 
Drink unto every Beaſt o the Field, the 
wild Aſſes quinch their Thirſt : By "chews 
ſhall the Fomls of the Heaven hive their 
Habitation, which ſing among the Bran- 
ches. He matereth- the Hill, from his 
Chambers, the Earth is ſatisfied with the 
Fruit of thy Works. He cauſeth ti Graſs 
to grom for the Cattel, and Herb ſor the 
Service of Man; that 'be may bring forth 
Food out of the Earth, and; ine that ma- 
teth glad the Heart of Man, and Oil to 
make his Face to ſbine; aud Bread; which - 
firengthneth Man's. Heart, Thus, {AS 
holy Job ſpeaks, Ask the Beaſts and they | 
{ball teach thee, and the Fowls of the Air, 
and the y ſpall tel thee; or ſpeak: to tbe 
Earth, — it ſball Nan and tbe Fiſhes 
of the Ses fall declare unto thee, that 
N and manifold are the 00 of 

„ 8 D, 
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GOD, in Wiſdom has he made then 
all; the Earth # full of his Riches. 

Ig the next Place, if we confider 
the ineſtimable Favours and Bleſſings 
which we daily receive ſrom 'the 
Hands of God, they will afford us ſuf. 
ficient Matter for our Meditation. I 
we conſider his Creation and Preſer. 
vation of us, the many Dangers be 
delivers us from, and the infinite Mer. 
cies and Bleſſings he daily confers up. 


on us: But above all, if we reflect 


upon his ineſtimable Love, in the Re. 

demption of the World by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt: That God ſhould vouch: 
fafe to ſend his Son from Heaven, to 
take our Nature upon him, and in all 
things, except Sin, to be made like 
unto us: That the Ever-Bleſſed Sen 
of God Himſelf ſhould deſcend: from 
the Boſom of his Father, that he 
ſhould Eclipſe the Glory of his Divi- 

nity with a Veil of Fleſh; that he, 
who thought it no Robbery to be 


equal with God, ſhould: take upon 


him the form of a Servant, and be 
found in the Faſhion and Likeneſs. of 


Sinful 


* Sinful” Fleſh ;- Sor M4 

2 ſhould" make himſelf of no Rephta. 
; an begome 4 Nane vf Sorrows, 

and g iar Ae wich Gr That 
the he ſhould condeſeend to be Bon of 
ſuf. I Woman, ànd in a Stable toe: That he 
— ſhould! e, ſueh a deplotabie Port 
ng e e —y | 
Barth wand Gut ts and 
Fields; being geltity gi; a tor 
men ed: Thar be WII 

ſetf to upon, and Scour 

his ae e That 10 

ſhould undergo that ſhameful Death; 
the Death ef ue rot That he od 
make hunſelf thus 'bighly' Miferable, 
to make us eternally and that 
190, When we had ip. our ſelves 
unworthy "of the leaf. Pavour' from | 
kim. Sute ly, i We riet 3 . 
theſe'rhins 2 — being 
1 or With a Thankſgiv- 
: Fen Thall we Lord wha "_ 


5 


* hall we; 8 
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5 anger n 
uſt, Sing unto the Lori 
4 5 bs we live, me ſball my Fi God 
” ile we haus qum Being; our tation 
1 of him ſhall he meet e me ſbal POO 
/ the Lord, Pal. civ. 33734. 77 
And next to the "Pxcellens 
Goodneſs of God, our OWN; 5 ern 
the moſt ſpacious Field of Meditation 
We may Feen 7 
neſs and Frailty, we ma 
what holy Job tells us, (ag fr tags that 
is born of « Woman, is of few: Days, and 
full of Trouble; h comerh forth lite 
Homer; and is ent down; be fleeth af 
4s 4 Shadom,, and comtinueth. not; Job 
xiv. 1, 2. a the Pſalmiſt ſays, Mas 
is lite to Vanity, his Days. are 4s 4 Sha. 
dom that: GD. away, Plal- cxliv, 4 
This beloved Body of mine, "Comp 
every Man: ſay to himſelf) which! 
ſo much doat upon, which I indulge 
and pamper ſo much; which I ſpend 
ſo much Time in Feeding and 1 
ing, ſhall in a little Time turn to Rot- 
nk and Corruption: For as the 
Viſe Man ſays, The which befalleth tur 
Sous of Men, befalleth: Beaſts, 1 
i — 4 mn —4 
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thing b er them; as the one dieth, ſo 
lieth the other , | yea they have: all ame 
Breath 31 that 4 Man has uo Prebemi- 
vence above a Beaſt, for all is Vanity, ill! 
go unto one Place, all are of the Dull, and ©? 
all turn to Duſi again, Eocleſ. iii. 1 9,20. 

And the Apoſtle tells us, that, It i- 
ippointed unto all Men ance to die;, t 
ifter q hat the Judgment, Heb. ix. 7. 
This is a true, and faithful Saying ant 
highly worthy of our moſt ſerious Me- 
ditation : Herein we infinitely ſurpaſs 
the Bea ſts; when they dye, there's'an 
End of them, they have no Account. 
to give, they are not capable of Re- 
wards and 'Puniſhments; but When 
we dye, we do not paſs into a State 

of Nonentity, or Inſenſibility; but to 

a Juſt and Righteous Tribunal, where 
we ſhall be rewarded according toour 
Works; This Life is a State Of Frial 
and Probation, here we muſt work 
out our Salvation, here we muſt;by a 
faithful Diſcharge of our Truſt, make 
our Calling and Election ſure, or elſe 
we are undone for ever There is ne 
Repenting in the Grave, as the Tree 
. „ 
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Tree falls, fo it lies; we muſt either 
make our Peace wich God while we 
continue in chis World, or elſe lie ſor 
ever under his Diſplealure. We are 
aſſurd, by our moſt Holy Religion, 
that our Souls are Immortal, and that 
there will a Day come, when the 
whale Race of Mankind the Rich 
-as well as the Poor; the moſt potent 
5 mighay Monarch, as well as his moſt 
deſpicable inferior Vaſſal, muſt ap- 
pear before the Judgment t-Srat of 

Sund, and. there be doom'd tu Liſe 
| . Heath — cb 

is great and terri 0 
does come, our Bodies, which till chen 
lie mouldring in the Grave, ſhall 5 
again, be re: united to our Souls, and 
participate of their Eternal State ue, 
Ther it be Good, or whether ir fo 
vil: There will he na evading af our 
Tryal at that Day, no Brihing of the 
Judge, ne Corruptisg of the Evi 
dence, no Reverſing ef the Sentence, 
Mo-Purchaſing a Reprieve; but eus- 
xy Man ſhall immediately. be: Sen- 


en * a —_— 


m—_ 


of ene 


nal Miſery. And the — of 
that Day ſhall not be fortuitous, nei-" 
ther ſhall the Reſult of it be caſuul or 
contingent ; this State of CO 
Happinieſoor Miſery; (hall hot depen 

upon the Caprice of a raſſi, iguorant 
or partial Judge; but ſnall beawardt 
ed 7 ift and unerring Hand o 
God, Who has declar'd, that, Ia Righs' . 


22 he will judge the World, ind 


Jeſus Chriſt ; who: will be Judge at 
that Day, wilt not proceed arbirrarts 
ly; he will not Te crores, or condemn. 


[ Preroiga N 7 A 
N Re enero Mens Perſons; — 


or out i — — as — 

ther they have been Learned or Un- 
learned, Noble or Ip | 
Poor; no nor whether they have been 
of this, or that Party, Sect, or Opt» | 
nion: But according to the Merit of 
the Cauſe, panes as they have 
been ben or diſo t to thoſe 

Laws which he has ſet befors them, 
for the Conduct of their Ilives and 
Actions. - ae: 
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the Pedple with Equity, Acts V 50 
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That certainly will be a Weck en 
rible Day, wherein all Mankind Thall: 
be. arraigned at God's Tribunal, 
and there judged according to their, 
Works. That certainly Will be n 
moſt dreadful Hour, when not only: 
the Whoremonger and Adulterer, the 
Drunkard and the Murderer the cruel, 
hard- hearted, Uncharitable Perſon, 
and the worldly, ſordid, Sadie Ex · 
tortioner; but even the ſecret; 18 
pocrite ſhall be/ cobdemi d. 
4 2 hat Amazement and anl. 
ſin ſhall we then be in, hen not du 
. ly our great notorious Sins, but every 
-- fmalland: forgotten Peceadillo, eve 
wanton Eye, and vain Thought fh 
be callid to Judgment? W 1 
deepeſt Secrets of Men's Hearts 
be laid open before. the Wliole redo. 
and there be ſentenced pr) 
rheit 'Deferts. »Mboſo ao ad | 
er, theſe things. NH hag 5 an 
5 ſuch an "Heart in us, that we wer tu 
2 45 that me would confiler our lat. xx 
4 Ae ted 190 en oof HM wad WM ih 
bn Thus: Lhaverlid down fuch Head 62 
1&1 2 | 9 3) 1011 705 
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is Trink moſt pr A for dur Medi- 

tation, and ſuch a inks were they 

marurely thought” on, would have a 
good Effect upon us For wou'd we 
but remember our latter End, we 
28 joe do ammiß 1 84 FTE % 
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#31 ies - 2 SBYIAR ©: % ois 
[is & #08 ww Ni 10% im afl 5. 


Hx nett Remed) which I ſhall 
1 © preſctibe againſt Sin is Prayer. 
Sach5i Ahe Impötenee and *Frailey: 
which we have'contradted by the 85 
ef Hals, chat we cannot do any xling 
by our Oh nättfal Strength and Fe 
hiſities, We eaniiot become Religious 
by Equtation, ef by Study, or dy our 
own Fauſt; Wirbebt Godts Grace | 
ang AM(tahce.” This the tlyScripe 

tures every: where atteſt. Thus Provi - 
xX. 24 it is ſaid, Mars poings are of 
the Lord; bow 44 as under 
fant hui e Rad our Bleed 8a 
* . & 4 viour. 


* 


o.. appointed 
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viour ns a that Siem ace FOR 
| can do 1755 1 75 — Al 


| your | 5 
it . — e 
then, we cannot kl our own mere 
Strength do any thing that is good 
but that it is God Grace that 1 

enable us to do the ſame, eeing mal is 
God that muſt work in us both to will 
and 3 — his good Plea- 


ſure: It highly 0. uſe 
ſuch W 5 aeg bs Juv: 


dained- for e beg ak it {A 
that is Prayer«- Prayer. is one of Goc 
Means of Grace; 
which, if rightly performed, will give 
us ſure and certain Hopes of Een 

Clery. Thus ſays our beſſed Saviqus 
Al, end in ſbul be giver you 5: ft 40d 
Jos ſball find ; Anek, and it ſaall be pen. 
A dato pon; Tur every one that ackethy 
raceivath; and: he that jeeketh 2 
* n har eie it 


— 
— 


* 
9 
. * 
= * 1 1 
x, "3 
* 7 
* * - 2 % 


D 


The Lord 5s nigh amo cheat char call . 
uf e 1 
any of you es 

9 7 giveth t all Mon: 


Places there Ard i 


when itis rightly-:hoakfigd;-: Wen 


NSN ACA 


Majaſty, and a deep 


. Ingrativide to Gd when we COmMIY -- 


RR ent cours de. 9 1 
ned, Mat. vii. 2,8, And Sri Paublaye, 


ver hind, 


Jam i J. And | : 4 
holy Sen 
where God has promifed 3 2 1 
Holy Spiri ro them” that 'as I 
Prayer is certainly: of great Bilicaey * 
towards the Reforming 1 Lives, 


It — ene and 
Soul, it muſt a ins 
—— — — 


Senſe of vur own 
Unworthineſs. A frequens'Confek 


remind us of our'own: Baſcneſs and 


CEN It wall teach us wat frac 
weak , and iinhptenti Cutaaures 


God's Bra ee tb a ſſiſt i in t he Perſos 


Ws af aur _— :: Frequent Con. 
Gr * wal 


wg 1 
r Au is bog 


fow;of our: Sins; c will create in us a 
r ——— wilk 


zre, and What gear nendi we havr nf 1 


_ * » - W 1 4 5 * 4 1 e 4 FY i * 
JP - Sian "x © , 2 
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430 0 The pn and Folly 
with G. „will ſtrengthen Our 
ub, ſanctiſy our Natures, rectif) 
. — and Underſtandings, clea 
ur Hearts from all filthy Luſts and 
Abe bn and render God's Service 
E. we nt and delig htful to ue. _ 
yers,/ he rightly pert 51 
Jap, hen righaly rmed ; For 
otherwiſe; the will be ſo far from 
beingiaiſweet- ſmelling Savour, they 
willi be ſo ſag from being an acceps 
table Sacrifice to God; that they will 
de an Abomination tolbim. Now in 
order to render our Prayers accepta- 
ble to God, and beneficial to our ſelves; 
they muſt; ha ve theſe following Uu 
: n ae 2 . rn 
8 . mult proc rom a 
_ and . — 
have his Prayers heard, muſt lead # 
virtuous and holy Liſe: Otherwiſe, 
iwill be. ol far from bringing 
n the. Bleſſings of Heaven, that 
 - they wilkbring down the Vengeance 
os dt upon his Head. - This is res 
ſanable that even the Heathens knew! 


9154 "3: 2 t 


it, and urged it as a Duty, to be cb 
ſerved cin allzheiciSherifices't Ad D 

vad daewntd\ caſte, wa a Law of the 
— 
3 — Purifica- 
tions, as heing con ſcious of the Incon- 
gruity'chatunholy Perſons ſhould be 
admitted td ſacrech things; and ar- 
cordirily'Speraresihas mdſt excellent- 
ly defined be beſt Way of worſhip- 
ping God to be the Doing of what he 
commands. 80 naturally apt is the 
Conſideration of God vc ufity and Ho. 
lineſs vc deter us from! apptoaching\ = 
him with vicious and mpare Affe. 
tions.“ The Jewiſh Priefts like wiſe 
waſhed their Hands und their Feet in 
the BA Lavebſſet for itharpurnole,\ 
when Poing into the Sanctury ; ant 
both the bbeBedpleywhewa bout: 
to ofſen Sacrifice, to teach us to pri- 


* 
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right, there can be no trus Devotien; 

exterhzl Forms of id thefn — 
but that /in but Ceremony, and. Pa- 


geantry, the maſt ſabm;Moe Proſtra· 


5 Lage Zn ew, Liv dad: ill mot) 


tions are there but like that of Dagont' 
before the Ark, the Fall of a Jiveleſs 
Trunk; the moſt elevated-Eyes but: 
a kind of cenvulſive Mirtion n 

moſt bigid Miortiſicat ion bur aks the 
Curtings and Eauncings of the Prieſti 
of BA This the hol Seriptures . evi- 
deftly declare in abundanee 05 Places: 

The holy: Pfalmiſi:fays; 4 regard 


bear dne, Na Ilxvi. 1 S. fund the wile! 
Preueher tells us, That iht Scenißce g 
"the Wicked u an bominat lon ro the Lon 
But the Prayer of the Upright: is bis Dev 
lights; — — — | 
Ch. The: Lords * fer from | 
| ben bd beveetbebn Peder Prayer of rhe-Righteoms) 
And J. i. 1 1. and fo on: Towher Par. 
poſe is the maititude of your Sarifices un- 
to met ſaith te Lad: I ful of 1 


Barmne- Nun, and the. 
E-- Br 5 5 5 e 


mW nee 


eie ansehe bes | * 
——— . 22 


phet tells them „Ib Mir Jus 
eve ſtparated bentrn them s 
God, _ ther: Sin — pert 
from :t him , i be! will n — ee 
iberr fands 4 4 warte Blood 


their Finger — . 


ed 2 e d 


Pla —— 
— — — 


* * 
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134 The Danger and Folly 
and burn Incenſe unto Baal, and malt 
after vther Gods whom. ye Lom wor „ 4 
come and ſtunu be fare we in thts" Hloaſe; 
which is called iy my Name, and \[qywe 
art delivered to do all theſe Aboning.' 
tions? T hen he goes onand arm ras 
ge have. — Ne ae 150 
5 and H pate un cantly, 
| 1 ing, bet pe b. — and Fra, 
e anſwered\ not: will 
Aveo bie Houſe which ii called by my 
* \wherein ye tra, and unto the 
Place which I. ta, andits. 
Eulberg, rick anna Irv Com 
o my Sight, "65. I hr 
caſt all ur Brethren, eden the whole Seed 
5 Ephraim," Jer. vn. 9, 1% 1384,50 
| hus you ſee; that a wicked Biſe 
wilkhinder dur Prayers from entering 
. into the Ears of:the Lord , fo that 
whilſt we go on vharbimbe. -wHll not; 
hear. us. And indeed; how can we 
expect that God ſhould hear us n hilſt I I 
_ wotantinucb&open andp Ene 
mic (Tf el Ne — Parts of 
Prayer, we ſha it griatels: 
"I harre can bei pu 8 


- of Evil Courſes, cr. 133 
to offer them up whilſt we remain in 
a wicked and impenitent State gl ie 
not the greateſt Mockery: to come in 
to the Preſence of a moſt pure and 
holy God, and there confeſs that our 
dins are great and heinous; and yet 
never endeavour to forſake them 
With what Face can we ſay that the 
Remembrance of our Sins is grievous 
unto us, the Burden of them is into- 
krable, whilſt we live in the Practice 
of them ? Surely we cannot be Jo-i00;/ 
ſh as to think that God can take De- 
light in hearing our Sins repeated g ori 
that a bare Confeſſion of them ends 
to his Honour and Glory. To coafeſs, 
thus, and go no further, is preſump-: 
tuouſly to contemn the Divine Maje- 
iy, and to affront im to nis Face 
How can we expect that Gad ſhoulh 
grant us thoſe Petitions which come 
from filthy unhallowed Months? 
That he ſhould ingraft in our Hearts, 


any Virtues or-Graces, whilſt weine 
ver labour aſter the Acquiſition 0 


them our ſelbes. How can we des 
precate God's Vengeance, and] 4 
oy ments 


w fig 


bolfllon 
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ments, whilſt e labour hy out wich, t 
ed ungodly Lives to force them down 
uvpon'our Heads? How van We inter. 
ceed for others, when we art not fit 
to pray ſor our ſelves? And how can 
we thank God for all his Mercies from 
time to time conferred upon ur; whith 
and abuſe them? But abt 
an, how can ve bleſs and 


'hidi 
for. his ineſtimabie Love in che Re. 


on of the Worid by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſty whilft by our openiREt 
agrinſt hum, we ſforſeit all 
Niglit and Title to tiiat eternal Glory 
wifich tie as pacehaſed for us? Let 
us therefore rake Care to keep our 
Bodies chm ſt and cemperate, our Souls 
pare amb in dernt, anct our Spirwsde- 
vom and li : Let us purge out the 
— Malice and: Wichednaſt; 
let u endeavour: ta itconcile out 
ſelves to thofe whom we have offend 
ed, anch forgive thoſe iliat have ofſond 
ed us: Fllen iIb She Lesch inline bis 
Ear : untu u and hear us. For ou 
Bleſſed Saviouro his told us, chat th 
Condition upon which we are te hop 

232 jor 


* — wy 
for the. Forgives $ i Oe Tre 
is our Forgiving thoſe that have treſt 
paſſed — 10 Thus let us take 
Care to 1 well, and then will our 
Prayers: bring down: the Bleſſings of 
2 bon 5 r as 3 1 
as 58, 7 4j Man , 
is. acceptable, and the 2 thereof 
ſball never, bs forg orten. Ne that ſtrueth · 
the Lord ſpall be nocepted with Favour; 
and his Prayts ſhall4 each antothe Chad, 
Beclu- XXVII. andi 8t. hir ſuyi 
Now 4 720 3 | 
rs; bar if any dür bel of 
Gad, a doth ki Wil him he heareti, 
Joh. 31. Wan LL VNR UG FE 4 ; 
2. Our Fryers erke nun 
we maſt as the Apeſtli di retste: us, 
Care that whenever we ask anything 
of God; @/bductirdirg to h, Ad. 
v-14<Addthatborh in refpeſt of the 
Things we pray for, ànd the End und 
tes zan nb ur pray for chm 
St. James ſays, That the Reaſanwhy, 
Ws ash, and — not, is, bicanſewe 1 
amiſs, that me may 
W 30 Out Saviour bus 
aut ho- 


— dtd | 


— 


oy 


L WS 


jor 


camſame it) up our 
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authoriz d us to pray? fot our daily 
Bread; that is, for ſuch'a Cormpeten- 
cy of the Things of this World, as ate 
neceſſary: for our comfortaßle wel. 
being in it; but we muſt not p 8 
Superfluities, for Riches and "Plenty: 
in order to the indulging of our Faſt, 

and the Support ing. our Extravagan- 
= * Rur the chief Things we ood 
to pray for, are 8 Gifts and Grace 
God's' Holy: it, and the Sales 
Sener in engel 1 Souls.4 And eh 

—— be ſure, that we kay ot 
right Ends and A0 Posts; „Ile 
Ferie of the! Wickid'55\nw Abeaig, 

on; how much more, when he: 
eib a wicked. Mind hs "the Wise 
+ Prov; NN, + %% - Went uh 
hen nj Vain-Glory-and'ONtenma/ 
tion, to gam the Praiſe of Men: We 
muſt not be as the 'Hypderites ate; 
Far tbey love to: Pray ft eee 
nagogaes, and in tl Corner df >the 
Streets, that they may be ſten of Men, 
Mat. vi. . But the End of our Prayers 
muſt be, (as I have already ſaid) the 
Honour and Glory of God; and the 


On 7108 | Salva- 


ok Evil Courſes Kc. £3 
Salvation of our: 1 I 20 | 
Men's Sous. 
3. We muſt ask in Faith. That; is, 
we muſt ſtedfaſtly believe, that if we 
pray. as We; ought to do, God: wil 
grant our Petitions. We ought not 
to be 5 when we make 
e e . 


Promiſes of God: he wil nor hear us! 
for, we muſt ant in Faith," nothing m. 


KE-S 2 F F * 


Wave of the Sea, driven win ib 
eee 
no 
ma Il Jam: i. 6, . But if vn the other hand 


we come with a full and ſtedfaſt Faith 


in God, we l ly Handi without. 
Wrath an Don tings. if we believe him 
to be trüe, and that he will hotrecede 
from his Promiſes, then, All things: 
whatſoever me act in Fre her, we bal res! 
eerve, Mat. xxi. 22. slk 
59 We-muſt Pray with mae 
1 18 


vering; for be that waveyeth/islike\n 


elf the humble Title of Duft and A. 


We are told, chat this Man wen down to 


140 The Danger and Folly 
It is neceſſary that we addreſs our 
ſelves to God with a deep Senſe of his 
Greatneſs, and our own. Meanneſs; 

of his Power, and our Weaknefs; of 
kis Purity, and our Corruption. And 
is it not very becoming à Creature, 
thus to approach his Creator? Thus 
Abraham, When he intreated God to 
ſpare Sodom and Gomorrah, gave him- 


ſhes, Gen Xvili. 27. And the Publi- 

can; When he went into the Temple to 
pray, ſtood in à moſt Humble Poſture; 
and would net lift up ſo much ks 
to aden, but. num his Breait, ſays 


ing, God be weerc iful to me «/Stinwer : and 


ty — ; hb; boaFed that he was nol 
as vthir Men art, Evitortioners,, Unjull, 
Adultrrers, on tven\ as this Pablic an; bat 
that he Faſted twice in the Week, and peut 
Fithes of all that he poſſeſſed, Luke xvii. 
11, 18, 13, 14-' Thus the Pſalmiſt 
ſays, Lord, thou haft hrard the Deſire of 
the Humble; thou wilt prepare theit 
Hart, thou wilt cauſt thine Ear to _ 
21-54 7 


et vel Cottbles, kc. 


141 
pal. x. 17. And the wiſe Son of Si- 
* rach ſays, The Prayer of the Humble 
. pierceth the Clouds, and rl he 1 nigh, 
of e will not be comforted, © 1 


5. We muſt Pray wit! Attention: 
We muft mind what we are a doing; : 
for if we draw near to N with our 
Mouth, and with our L pr do honour 
him oben our Hearts are er. far 
from him, we had as good ndt Pray 
at all. This Rule is very neceffary, 
the Intention of the Ming neyer Deing 
fo diſp ofed to relax as in ſacred Exer 

des, Veit 08 either ſezied ypon with 
8 5 Bi Mines with wan- 
drin houg| ws. The Heathen Prieſts, 
while they were offer ing Sacrifice , 
cry'd out, Hoc age, Mind what you arg 
about : The greateft Philoſophers, 
and wiſeſt LAW. wers, have alway: 
taken Care that ſhould be w 
ſhipped with the profoungelt Rees 
rence and Attention. It was one of 
Pythagoras his In nunct ions, 1 that _ 
Gods fhouſd 385 de Wor if Ys ped in 
paſſi by, as it were caſually *bur 
with t "greet ö — an] and In- 
N tention: 
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tention. And Nama did inſtitute Ofi- 
cers, who at. Sacrifices and all Divine 
Services ſhould. call upon the People, 
to keep Silence, and advert to Devo- 
tion. And the Mahometans permit 
none to ſit in their Moſques, nor to 
pray without Proſtration. Certainly 
then, we Chriſtians ought to be very 
intent while we are a praying ;, fer 
we cannot expect that our Words 
ſhould pleaſe God, except our Hearts 
go along with them; we cannot hope 
that God will hear us, when we do 
not hear our ſelves... If when we ate 
upon our Knees, our Hearts be wat- 
dring, if they be abroad in the World, 
if they be fixed upon any worldly car- 
nal Object; this indeed is ſaying 
Prayers, but we cannot at the ſame 
time be ſaid: to Pray. For Prayer is 
an Ack of the Soul, and not of the 
Lips only; ſo that if our Hearts and 
1 do not go together, this is 
in effect no praying at all. When 


— 


we are at our Prayers, ſays a pious 


1 


and- Learned * Father, All Carnal and 


27; Quando ſtamus ad orationem, Oc. Cyprian. de 
oOrat. Dem. | ſecular 


4 


dl Evil;Courles,” c. 143 
ſecular Thoughts muſt be put amay. For 
which End the Prieſt prepares the 
Hearts of the Brethren with this Fre- 
vo: face, Lift ap jour Hearts; to which the 
mit I people anſwer; We lift them up unto 
to the Lord; whereby they are admo- 
ay I niſh'd, that the Lord onely ought to 

| be in their Thoughts. It is to be 
feared, our Prayers are very often de- 
ſective in this reſpect; the things of 
this World do ſo wholly ingroſs our 
Hearts and Souls, that we cannot fix 
them upon God: We place dur chief 
Happineſs here, and, Where our Trea- 
Mat. vi. 21, Now the beſt way to 
prevent this Diſtraction in our Pray- 
ers, is to prepare our ſelves for them. 
Before thou Prayeſt, prepare thi ſelf; und 
be not as ane that tempreth the Lord, ſays 


* * * 


the Son of Sirach, Eeeluſ. xviii. a3. 
We muſt not come rudely and ab- 
ruptly into the Preſence of God, but 
muſt conſider before: hand, that we 
are going, to appear before the Al- 
mighty, King of Heaven and Earth, 
who takes the ſtricteſt Notice of our. 


4, Beha- 
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Behaviour; and that the things we 
ſue for are of the greateſt Moment, 
and rhat if he reje&s our Petition, we 
are undene for ever. Were we to 
have Audience of an Earthly Prinee, 
we ſhould ſtudy before- Kind what to 
fay, and how to behave our ſelves, { 
that we might be guilty of no Inde. 
cencies nor Irreverence in our Cat. 
riage: And certainly much more Þ- 
lieitous ought we to be, to behave our 
felves with the profoundeſt Awe and 
Reverenes, when we cehverſe with 
him who is King of kings, ard Tiwd 
of lords.” Wherefore, before we 8⁰ 
ro Pray, let us call home all-our win- 
pre! Thoughts, let us baniſh'all 
Pride and Ambitien, ah Covetoulneßz, 
and Worldiy-mindednefs, out of ohr 
Hearts; then will God's Holy Spirit 
enter in; and make his bod ther 
he will help-our Iafirmities, and e 
us to offer up an holy Sacrifiee, aceep- 
table in God's Sight. - 

6. We muſt Pp 
ty. We mult ſhe 


Tous of obtaining thofe re eg 2 


Junk Ind 2 


| FY 


of Evil Courſes, &c. 145 
for: We muſt not ſhew any Coldneſs 
or Indifferency in our Prayers, for 
that's a Sign that we do not ſet a true 
Value upon the things we requeſt, 
and that we do not much care whe- 


ther we obtain them or no. Should 


an 9 diſtreſſed Perſon come to 
beg a Favour of any of us, and do it 
after ſuch a careleſs or ſupercilious 
Manner, as that he ſeemed very in- 
different whether he were help'd or 
no, I believe we ſhould be fo far from 
relieving . his Neceſſities, that we 
ſhould ſend him away with the great- 
eſt Scorn and. Contemmpfpt. 
Now this lmportunity does not 
conſiſt in Multiplicity of Words, in 
being clamorous and noiſy, it does 
not conſiſt in high Strains, and loft 
Expreſſions: This is what our Blei- 
ſed Lord condemns, in his moſt in- 
comparable Sermon upon the Mount; 
When je Pray, (ſays he) «ſe not vain 
Repetitions, ac the Heathen do; for they 
think they ſhall be heard for their mac 


Speaking : be not ye therefore like unto -__ 


them, Matth. vi. 7, 8. and the wiſe 
N S80on 


} 
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Son of Sirach ſays, Make not much 80 | 


Friend, and ſhall go unto him at Mid. 
nigbt, and ſay anto him, Friend, lead 


not, the Door is now ſbut, and my Chil 


| aeedeth, Luke xi. 5, 6, 7, 8. This you 
| ſee what Encour 


ling when thou frayeft, Eccluſ. vii. 14. 
But true Importunity conſiſts in an 

Holy Zeal and Fervency ot Affection; 
iii à true Senſe of our Wants, and an 
hearty Deſire of having our Petitions 
pred. And that God will hear our 
rayers when they are thus qualify'd, 
our Saviour himſelf does aſſure us, in 
a Parable he put forth to teach his 
Diſciples how to Pray: And he ſaid 
unto them, which of you ſball have i 


me three Logves; for 4 Friend in hi 
Journey is come to me, and I have 1 

Thing 2 for before him and he fron 
within ſhall anſwer and ſay, „Tu 


Aren are with me in Bed; T cannot m 
and give thee, T ſay unto Jon, tho 
will not riſe and give him, becauſe he 8 
his Friend, yet becauſe of bis Im portumit), 
he will riſe and give him as Mag} 'Þ 


ment we have t0 
be earneſt and hearty in our i 


ol Evil Courſes, Kc. 147 
God himſelf, having told us, chat The 
ectual: frent Ercer ef | 4 Righteous 
Man aveileth mach, Jam. v.16. 


7. We | muſt be frequent in our 
Prayers- Thus holy Devid enhorts 
us; Seek the Lord, and bis. Strength, 
ſeek his Fact cautinually, Pſal. cv. g. and 


St. Paul bids us, Pray without Ceafont; ; 
and to continue inſtant in Projet , 
1 Theſſ. v. 9. and” Ram. xi. 2. How 
oſten we are oblig d to the Exerciſe 
of this Duty I cannot ſay, by reaſon 


of che Variety of: Men's Circumſtan- 


ces; but however I think I may ſuſe- 
ly affirm, That ſeeing Prayers. ace 
as neceſſary for the Nouriſſiment df 
our Souls, as Bread is for the Support 
of our Bodies, every Man ought to 
provide for the ode, as often as for the 


in all Ages. Io his peculiar Peoy 

the Jews God him ſelſ appointed their 
ſet. times of puhlick Devotion, cOm- 
manding them to oſſet up tim Lambs, 
one iq the Morning, and the other in 
8 . 


times 


— OY P 


And as for 


* % 
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times ſet apart for private Devotion, 
e read, that when King Darius had 
digned aDecree, that whoſoever ſhould 
Ask a Petition of any God or Man fer 
thirty Days, ſave of himſelf, ſhouid 
He caſt into the Den of Lions? As ſoow 
. Daniel knew that the Writin 
ned, he went into ig Houſe ; an hit 
| ;ndows. being open in his Chamber To. 
u Jerusalem; he kneeled upon his 
_ «Kypees-three times 4 Day, and Prayed, and 
gave I banks before his God, as he did . 

Fore time, Dan. vi. 10. And the Pfal. 
Imilt Mays; Eveni ing and Morning, und 
ant Noon wil I Pray, and Cry aloud," and 
he ſhall hear my 2 Pſal. Iv. 17. K. 
. ar :fays, bg * Day 4 1 
praiſe thee, bes auſe of thy Righteous Ju 
* — And 5 it 50 
Character of Cornelius, that He was « 
devout Man, and one that feared God, 
with all bis Hoaſe; which gave mich 
Alms ꝛ0 the People, and prayed to God 

2 Acts x. 2. Therefore 1 think 
every Man, let his Circumſtaness be 

hat they will, ought at the leaſt to 


twice er Da He o ht every 
7 ry of us M 


w 


4 


| q a.- * 2 . 
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Morning, before he abroad, to- 
addreſs himſelf to God for Protection 
the following Day; that God, who! 
knoweth him to be ſer in the midſt 
of ſo many and great Dangers, that: 

by Reaſon of the Frailty of his Na-. 
ture he cannot always ſtand upright: 
would grant him ſuch Strength and: 


Protection, as may ſupport. him in alÞ 


Dangers, and carry him thro? alk 
Temptations :'This was the Pſalmiſt's. 
Practice; My Voice (ſays he) ſhalt bon 
hear in the Morning, O Lord; in the Mor 
ning will I diref# my Prayer unto: thee,, 
an 


will look up, Pſal. v. iii. Then 


would the Lord be our Protector and 


Defender, then would he compaſs us. 


with Favour as witb a Shield. And 
when we return home in the Evening, 
K 15 very neceſſary for us to return 
Thanks to God, for. all the Mercies 
and Bleſſings of the Day paſt z for his 
Preſervation of us from Fire and Wa- 
ter, from Broken Bones, and Rabbe- 
ry, from Sickneſs and all Diſea ſes, and 
all other Accidents which might have 
befaln us. And before we go to Reſtʒ 
| — let 


\ 
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let us recommend our ſelves to God's 

_ Care and Protection, that he would 
be pleas'd to watch over us, and de- 
fend us from all Perils and Dangers of 
the Night; that he would give his 
holy Angels Charge over us, to keep 
as from all Works of Darkneſs; and 
that no Plaue come nigh oar Dwellings, 
then might we lay down our Heads 


S 


in Peace and ſleep ſecurely, then ſbauli 


ne not be afra fur the Terror by Nig 11 


nor for the Arrow that fheth by D mar 


for the Peſtileuce thut walketh in Dan. 
neſs, nor for the Deftrution that waſteth 
at Noon-Day ; for then would the Lord 
cover us with his Feathers, and under 
his Wings us ſhould dwell in Safety. 
8. We mult: offer up all our Petis 
tions inthe Name of Chriſt, We muſt 
not come to God, truſting. in our o 
Righteouſneſs, but in the Merits and 
Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; it 1 
thro? him that we have an Acteſs to the 
Father; it is thro? his Meritorious 
OSroſs and Paſſion, that the Bleſſings 
of Heaven deſcend upon us. Bleſſes 
le the God and Father of our Lard Jeſus 
"481 . 7 > Chriſt, 


EY 


Chriſt, who hath bleſſed.s with all Spi-: 
ritual _Biefhngs in Heavenly Places im 
Chriſt ; in "whom we. have Redemption 
lin, bis Blood, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
according to the Riches of his Grace, ſays- 
the Apoſtle, "Eph, l 3, J. It is Chriſt, 
that muſt. render our Prayers accepe 


table unto God; It is him, in whom we 


have Boldneſs and Acceſs with Confidence 5 


ly lim, ſays the ſame Apoſtle, Cl. l. 


12. of that Epiſt/e, As under the LA 
the Jews were not allowed to gffer ga- 
crifice in any place, bur the T at. 
Jeraſalem, and upon the Altar ſet a. 
part for that purpoſe; ſo now under 
the Goſpel, Chriſt is the Altar, upon 
which we Chriſtians mult offer by. 
our Sacrifice of Prayer, -Praiſe, and 
Thankſgiving ; and except our Offe- 
ring be made in his Name, it will 
make no Atonement for our Sins: 
And ſo prevalent is this Sacred Name, 
that we are ſure to obtain all things 
whatſoever we ask therein. This Prq- 
miſe has our Saviour conßem'd, over 
and over again: Whazſoever 3e ſhall 
45k in m Name, (ys he) that will I 
C Eq: 4. o; 


4. 
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do; that the Father may be gloriſe in 
the Son; if ye ask any thing in m Name 
I willdo if, Joh. xiv.t3, 14. Again, 


receive, that your Joy may be full, chap, 
| XVI. 23, 24. By him therefore let us 


_ Tinualh, that is the Fruit of our Lips, 


9. And laſtly, we muſt perſevere 


tant inue in Prayer and watch in the ſame, 
- with Thankſgiving, Col. iv. 2. If we 


— 


Verihy, verih, T ſay unto you, whatſoever 
Je ſball ask the Father in ny Name, he 
will give it jou; bitherto ye have asked 
nothing in my Name; ack, and je ſbul 


offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God con. 


giving Thanks to his Name, Heb. 13. fl. 


in Prayer. Our Bleſſed Lord ſpake « 
Parable to this End, that Men ought al. 
Ways to pray, and not to faint, Luke 


« * 


XViii. 1. and St. Pas exhorts us, to 


be impatient and querulous, we pro- h 
voke God to deny our Petitions. We e 
muſt wait his Time and Leiſure, who N 
| knows what is fit for us, better than f 
we know our ſetves. God may ſome- f 


times refuſe to grant what we pray” b 
for, becauſe we do not deferve it; he 1 
ſees ſome Vice in us, which hinders I 
__ We 


the Apoſt 
with all Prayer and Supplication in the 


fore they can enter into the Ears of 


ok Evil Couries, dc. 257 


our Prayers. Or, it may be, the thing 


prayed. for would do us more hurt 

than good. Or, it may be we do not 
pray earneſtly enough for it: Or, per- 
baps he may deal thus with us, for a 
Trial of our Patience, and Submiſ- 
fion to his Will. Therefore we muſt 
pray with an entire Reſignation to- 
the Will of God; not our Wills, but 


his muſt be done. And then if we . 


perſevere herein, God will in the End: 


grant us the very thing we deſire, or 
ſomething elſe in lieu of it, which is 


more proper for us. Let us then, as 
e adviſes us, Pray, always,.. 


7 


Spirit, and watch thereta with all Perſe- 


* 


vtrance, Eph. vi. 18. 


. 
* 


And thus I ha ve ſhewn at N 
how. our Prayers mult be qualified be- 


the Lord. But if they have all the a- 


WY 


toreſaid Qualifications, if they proceed? . - 


from a pure and clean Heart; if they 


—be lawtul both in. Reſpe& of the 


Things prayed. for, and the End and: 


Intention for which we pray for them; 


Wa. 
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if we ask in Faith, that is, if we be. 
lie ve, that if we pray as we ought to 
gd, God will hear us: If we pray with 
: Mc we and 45 Atten _ and 
mportunity, and frequently, and ir 
8 the Namie of Sit, ae with Perſe 
verance; if we thus ſeek the Lord, 
we ſhall ſurely find him. Therefore 
let us be diligent in the Performance 
of this Duty; Let us above all things 
take Care to mind our Prayers, let 
us pray to God in private, let us pray 
to God with our Families, and let us 
joyn as often as we can with the 
Prayers. of the publick Aſſemblies. 
This I am ſure is the heſt Method 
wie can take for the Reforming of our 
Lives, and for the Growing in all Ver- 
tue and Goodneſs, and the more we 
practiſe it the better we ſhall like it; 
and if we perſevere therein, we ſhall 
find the Comfort of it, both'in the 
Grace and Aſſiſtance, we ſhall receive 
from the Holy Spirit for the Van- 
quiſhing of our Luſts and Corrup-” 
tions, and in the Bleſſing we ſhall 


and 


procure from God both to our ſelves | 


—_ : il" Eourtes; kes 155. 
5 our Families; and all our Aſſairs 
and Concernments; = laſtly, ia the 
everlaſting Salvation in 
the Day ef our eh xg 1 ſhalt 
conclude. this Head with ho- Dad, 
Advice to his Son Sam: Aud thous 
Solomon my Son, know thou the God: of 
thy Father, and. ferve him wiib a perfech.” V 
Hamt, und with a willing Mind; for the- 

7s Lord ſearchethr all tlearts, and wndirs 
& = fandrths al: the. Invagiuations f the 
? 5 . i thon- ſeek, him, he will be 
of Tie but of thas fonſate nim, 
e ox the wha ere 1 en, 


4 conſtant 1 150 on the Proadhs. 
in; of the Word of God, 4. Tenth 
Remed againſt S7 A. 


N OT HE R good Remedy. 2— 

. gainſt Sax, is a-conſtagr Atten- 

—— pon the Preaching of the Nord 

of God. Let. i be your Care, ſays- 

a holy Father , fe come oft ner tegether, 

0 to the Prat and Glory of God. For whens 


— * 4 


— oth. & — 1 


es N ue Jy erg ED 1 
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Joa meet often together in the ſame place, 
the Powers of the Devil are deſtroyed, and 
his Fiery Darts, enforeing Men to Sin, 
are rendered ineſfectual. When our 
Bleſſed Saviour ſent out his Apoſtles 
to convert the Heathen World, his 
Commiſſion was, Go ye into all the 
World, and Preach the Goſpel unto every 
Ertature, Mark xvi. 15; and wonder- 
ful was their Succeſs. This: filenc'd 
the Heathen Oracles, demoliſh'd their 
Temples, and broke down their Al- 
tars: This made fooliſh the Wiſdom: 
of this World, confounded the moſt 
ſubtle Philaſophers, and greateſt Pre- 
tenders ta Wit and Learning; this 
ſubdued Men's moſt inveterate Luſts 
and Paſſions; gave new Life and Vi- 
gour to the World, by diſpelling the 
Clouds of Ignorance and Idolatry: 
Fhis triumphed. over the Devil, and 
brought the World from Dartaeſs un- 
10 Light, and from the Power of Satan, 
unto the Knonledge of the only true and 
liwing God: This is the Way which 


— 
.. "OY _ 
—  ——_——_———— 
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e; God has all along taken, ſor the En- 
54 lightning of Men's Underſtandings, 
n, bor the Reclainnng of their Manners, 
ur and for the Turning them from the 
es Vices and Errors 'of their Ways to 
is the Truth, and Practice of: the 
he Il Chriſtian Religion. This Method 
75 our Lord himſelf took, for the Con- 
1 
ir 
1 
m 
ſt 
Ce 
is 
is 


verting of the Jews; He went through< 
out every City ana Village preaching; aud 
784 the glad Tidings: of the Ring das 
of God, Luke viii. 1. And before he 
ft the World, he did inſtitute and 
ordain an Order of Men, whoſe pro- 
per Office and Buſineſs it is, to pub 
liſh his Will to the World; and to in- 


| ſtruct Men in the Way of Salvation: 
And accordingly we read of the A- 
1 poſtles, that daily in the'T emple, and in 
pe every Houſe, they ceaſed-not to teach and 
1d preach Jeſus Chriſt, Acts v. 42. And 
% for their Encouragement in this la ho- 
„, rious, toilſom and difficult Employ- 
& ment, an Employment ſo great, a 
h- | Service ſo hard and difficult, as ta re- 
quire the Wiſdom of an Angel, and 
the Innocency of Adam in * 
; 4 


< 


ay 
* 
* 


aud abe Snom frum Heaven, 


- 


1 1786 che — 
ſo many are the Obſtacles, 9 
de ye Temptations Which 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel have to 
encounter. I fay for their Encourage. 
ment herein, and likewiſe to ſhew 
that it was not a temporary Ordi. 
nance, but of perpetual Duration; he 
has promisꝰd them his A ſſiſtance and 
Prtection; Eo ( ſays he) I n with 
ven almahs, even unto the End of the, 
World; Matth. xxviii. 20, In holy 
Scripture, we ha ve moſt ſull and clear 


Demonſtrations of the wonderſul 


Power of the Word of God: thus, ** 
Iv. xpga 1. us the Rais cometh 1 


and return 
erh not ihither, bat SF the Earth, 


"and maketh it brivg forth and bud, that 


it may 


the Land, aud like an Hummer, i har breaks 


gnue Seed co the Samer, and Bread 
to-the Eater; fo fell my Word be that 
goeth forth aur of my Mouth: ir ſball or 
returt waity me: word, but it hal acrom- 
pliſb phat which I pleaſe, and is hal 


proſper in the thing wherezo F ſent it. A. 
gain, Ie not my Word ite 4 Fire, ſaith 


__ the Rock in pieces? fer, Xxiii. 2. 
| And 


dk Evil: Courſes, Ke 7 - 
And St. Paul fay Ju not: aſbamed 
of the Goſpel Chrit, for it ie hi\Pawer. 
of God to 2 Rom. i. 16. nd 
in another Place; The Preaching of the. 
Croſs u, to them that periſp; Fooliſpmeſs 5 
bat unto us, which are it ir 
Power of God, x Cor. i. 18; and vers . 
of that chapter , it pleaſed God, by the 
Fooliſhweſs of Preaching * ſove "hens | 
that blow, + 0 

We have likewiſei in holy W rity en. 


preſs Commands to be conſtant ank 


diligent in Hearing the Word of Gods 
Thus ſays Divine Wiſdom, Bleſſed is 
the Man that heareth me, watching daily 
at my Gates, waiting at the ofs of my. 
Doors. For whofo findeth me, findeth 


Life; and ſhall obtain Favour of the ng | 


But he that ſinneth againſt me, 
bis own Soul, All they that hgte me 
Death, Prov. viti. 34535» 36. And Sr: 
James bids us, Be /wift to Hear, ani re. 
ceive with Meekaeſs the in grafted Wurd, 


which is able to ſave var Souts, Jam. 
19, 21. Aud, fays St. Peter, ling 4. 
fie «ll Malice, and all Guile, and Hypo- 


e, 2 Emvirs, and ut Evil Speaks 
6 ings, 


1GI+ 1 339ft * 
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ings. 4s new-born Babes, deſire the (incere 
tk of the Word, that ye may grow there. 
9, -x Pet. ii. 2, 2, And this is no leſs 
neceſſary now, than it was in the A. 
poſtle's Days: For altho' we have 
been already inſtructed in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, yet (God knows) we 
are too apt to neglect the Practice of 
it: And therefore it is altogether as 
- needful for the preſent Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, as it was for St. Peter, To 
put their Hearers always in Remembrance 
7 theſe Thing s, tho they know them, and 
eſtabliſbed in the preſent Truth; yea it 
i meet, as long as we are in this Taber- 
| wacle, to ſtir them up, by putting them in 
Remembrance, 2 Pet. i. 12, 13; And 
this would ſtrengthen their Faith, 
which as the Apoſtle tells us, cometh 
by: Hearing, Rom. x. 17. It would o- 
pen their Hearts, ſo that they would 
diligently attend to the Word of God, 
and would render them ſuſceptible of 
the Truth. For, as St. Paul ſays, The 
Word of God. is quict, and ſharper than 
any two edged Sword, piercing even tothe 
dividing aſunder of Soul and tte en 


' World will ff Ignt! 


of the Joints and Merrow, abt « Dye 
cerner of the Thoughts an 20 Intent of 't 

Heart, Heb. iv; 12. And on the other 
Hand, it men, behoves all Hearers 
to take Heed how they hear. For yo 


muſt not think, «vat coming 0 
Church, and hearing out a Sermon, i 


ſave your Souls. If, like the Seed ſown SY 


by theW 1 1 -fide;and upona Rock, and 
amo np 
Fig-T ree, you bring forth no Fruit; 
our Hearing will profit you nothi 
but you mull, like Seed ſown in Good 


Ground, ſpring up and bear 


— muſt, having heard the Word, 
eep it, and bring forth Fruit with, 
Patience, For except We practiſs 
what we hear, all the Sermons i the. 
ify no more to oùr 
Souls, than ſending for à Phyficianz 
without following, his Preſeriptions, 
will to our Bodies. Fhis is putting 
the groſſeſt Cheat imaginabſe upon 
our ſelves; it is, to uſe our Saviour 
Compariſon , like et, a Man 4 
Stone for Bread, and for à Eiſh a Ser» 


Pent, and for an 3 a Scorpion: Wa _ 
moſt 


borns , or like the Barren ny 
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muſt be Doers of the Word, and not Hes. 
rers only, deceiving our own ſelves, ._ Fat 
_ if. any Man be s Hearer of the Word, and 
1 4 Doer, he is like anto a Man behold- 
ing his natural Face in a Glaſs. For he 
keboldeth himſelf, and gaeth his way, and 


12 


* a - 2 Vu 
* 485 & ' 
btway forgetteth what manner 
a e &.. ; | [ 
: 4a 4 : 4 | . P - þ 4 
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Mer be was. But whoſo looteth into iſe 
therein, he being not a Forget fai Hearer, 


bk oP ter of vþe Work,: this Man ſhall be 
— Gleſſeg.in-bis Deed, Jam. is 22923124, 


25. And our Saviour has pronouncd 
2: Miofling ppya. them thit hear the 
Now in order to a profitable Hear- 
ng the Word of, God, there are 
at, and after it. Hearing the Word 
eee ee is a 's ing of ſuch 
mighty Importance, that ir cannot 

be well performed without ſome pre- 
ceeding Preparation. As the Jen? 
of old we | 


were not to- think it enough, 

that they went to che Temple, and 
did their Sacrifices as was required, 
As to the Matter of them) but 75 


y 5 


pleaſant unte 


Church has wiſely prefixed ſome ſe» 


= . 


* - | :, T 
. 
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diligently to attend to a due Prepara- 
tion, and the right Manner of Per- 
formance, without which they wound 
be accounted, in the Sight of God, but 


the Sacrificesof Fools, herein God 


hath no Plea ure: 80 Chriſtians now: i 
ouglit to take the ſame Care, leſt their 


Sight and Irre verent Approach to th 


Houſe of God, or an Indeceneies r 
Diſorders in what'they do there; may? 
render their EvangelicalSacrifices uns: 
| For which RNea-1 
ſon when the Jews:efiter: their, Syga»! 


gopues, they remain ſilent for ſome- _ 


time, and meditate before whom they, 
ſtand ; and. the Chriſtian Prieſts igt 
the Primitive Ages the Fo- 

ples Hearts tu Prayer and Hearing ths 
Word of God by a devout 8. 
In Conformity to which Cuſtom, our 


le Sentendes out of the Holy Serip- 
ture, and a pious:Exhortation to our: 


en and Evening ' Service ,-- tu Ba 


bring the Souls of the Congregation 
ro a Spiritual Frame, and to prepare 
them for the great Duties they are 


. 


164 Che Banzer and nr 
going about. 'Before/ We of 15 
ch, we muſt put our Souls 

a Tem myer and Diſpoſition, fit for & o 
holy a Place: Whenever we enter the 
Church, we muſt: remember that it 
is the Houſe of God a place where 
God is in an eſpecial Manner preſent. 
If thow come to eve the Lord, prepare 
thy Soul, ſet they Hirt aright, ſays the 
Son of Sirach Eccluſ. ii. 1, 2. We 
muſt ay: aſi de all: Prejudice againſt 
the Preacher, if we know any Failings 
in him, we muſt not, upon that Ac. 
count, take a Dillike to his Doctrine; 
38 1 ſo N mind who- 
peaks, as what is ſpoken, - : 

And in the next place, we muſt be 
fure to with Purity of Intention: 
We muſt not go to Church wich itch- 
ing Ears, in Hopes of hearing an elo- 
quent elaborate Diſcourſe. St. Paul 
tells us, that his Preaching was not with 
enticing Words of Man's 2 n, but in 

| Demonſtration the Spirit,and of Power, 
1 Cor. ii. 4. Thoſe Sermons are not 

the beſt, * which pleaſe our Fancies 
moſt,which tickle.us witha fine * 
"Its | Pf 0 


det Evil Courſes, dec. ih 
of Words; but thoſe which ri 


inform us What che Will of Go 1. | 
and pathetically mqye us to the Pra» 
0 -Qice of it. Neither muſt we g0 to 


Church becauſe it is cuſtomary ſo to 
do, of to meet a Friend there, or to 


4 ſee New Dreſſes, or to ſhew our own; 
CY if w wy unha ow'd. Inten- 


tions along with us, we moſt im 
I ently affront God in his own Houſe, 
we defile his Ordinances, and turn 
the Houſe of Prayer into a Den of 
Thieves. But the trugEnd of oing to 
Church; is to promote the onour = 
and Glory of God, and to Work out f 
our OWN Salvation. . 3 
The next thing we ought to do be 
G50 we go to Church, Is to addrefs 
our ſelves to God in Prayer, For vs | 
an 


muſt know; that our N 
Hearin depends upon the Grace 
Bleſfing of God. Paul may plant, anti 
Apollo may water, but it is God that 
muſt give the Increaſe : For Winch 
eauſe; Me ought to beg of God, that he 

would ſo illuminate our Minds and 
Vnderſtandings; that the Words which 
n 25 8 we 


* 


— 


becometh the Hoaſe 


f 
"(God 


| | , | | th 
* - - ; e 
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we hear with our qutward Ears, may 


hy bis Grace, be ſo grafted inwardly 


in our Hearts, that they may bring 
forth in us the Fruit of Good Living, 
ta the Honour and Glory of his moſt 
Holy Name, and the Salvation of our 


. own Souls. And-when, we have thus 
prepared our ſelves, then let us go d 


Ch ob and that early; for Conteſſi- 
on of our Sins, with which Divine Set- 
vice begins, is one chief part of pub- 


lick Worſhip; 25655 therefore we ought 


to take Care, 3; be preſent, that we 
8 join with the e it. 

& let us remember, that n, 
of God for ever, 


Ihr People were to be purified before the 


| Pablication of the Law, Ex. xix. 24. 80 


we 5 Tg e ee 
De „ Cx, . NP 
it "Foot: 2 thou eee 
Ge, and be more ready id bear, thaw to 
give "the Sacrifice of Foals, for they conf 


| den wot. that e, Evil. Be not vob 


mib thy Mouth, and let nat thy, Heart le 


l te utter a rf God; a- 
H ned nen 17 


* in gave 


erefre et thy Wards be 50 Eecleſi v. 
| t, 2. We mult not ſpend our time 
ng there in Laughing; Talling, or Sleep- 
, ing, as too many do: But we muſt 
of © behave our ſelves with the profound- 
ur i eft Reverence, Attention, and Devo- 
ns tion. If we would ſerve God accep- 
tably, we muſt do it with Reuerenen 
and Godiy Fear, Heb. xii 28. N 
took particular Care, that in the time 
of Divine Worſhip no Knocking, Clap- 
ping, or other Noiſe ſhould be heard: 


ha ve come into one of our Co 


mitive Church, when the Reader-ſtood: 
up and ſaid, "Thus faith. the Lord, the 
Deacon ſtanding up bid all NG, 
ple keep Silence, + hey e * 

him as Men that were ſenſi 
they converſed with that God 


and by their Embaſſy ſent his 
ries and. Epiſties every 
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what would he have ſaid, ſhould he 


tions, where often the Noiſe is — 
than the Preacher? And in tiie Pri- 


ſpake by fuch Earthly . — ; 


from Hel- 
ven to che Sens of Men We muſt 
not Pur 9 e. 
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ſſtꝛure, but into an humble, reſpectſul 


one, ſuch as ſhews the greateſt Awe 
and Reverence of the Divine Majeſty: 
When we worſhip, we muſt bow donn, 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker, 
Pſal. xcv. 6. we muſt not behave our 
ſelves after ſuch a Manner, as if we 
came to receive, rather than to offer 
Petitions. We muſt not, like ſo many 
Judges, fit with our Heads cover'd; 
Hut we muſt put our ſelves into an 
:Adoring Poſture, like ſo many Crimi- 
nas before their Prince, begging for 

Mercy and Pardon; and this w the 
greateſt Attention and Fixedneſs of 
Mind: We muſt not let our Thoughts 
be wandering, but give diligent Heed 
to what. is ſpoken, and fix it in our 
Memories: And if we hear our ſelves 
reprovd, we muſt not fly into Heat 
and Paſſion, and think the Preacher 


2 @ rude unmannerly Perſon; but we 


muſt hear it with Patience and Hu- 
mility, and amend it for the future. 
We muſt nox, like thoſe Rebellious 
tie Seers, ſee not; and to the Prophet, 
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propheſy not unto us right things , (peak 
6 2 ſmooth x ob 3 
Iſa, XXX. 10. But when we hear any 
Vice condemn'd, we mult apply what 
is ſaid to our ſelves, if we be guilty of 
it; and not deſpiſe the Admonition of 
the Lord: And we muſt not grow 
weary, and think the Time long, but 
muſt fit out the whole Sermon with 
the greateſt Patience and Attention. 
We muſt not be like thoſe prophane 
People the Prophet reproves , whoſe 
Ear is uncircumcis'd, and they cannot 
hearken; the Word of the Lord is unto 
them as a Reproach, they have no Delight 
init, Jer, vi. 10. It is ſaid of the an- 
cient Jews, that they went out of the 
Synagogues backward, that they 
might declare their Unwillingneſs to 
lea ve God's Houſe, in which holy 
Men ha ve ever deſired to dwell. How 
contrary is this to the Practice of ſome 
indevout and irreverent Chriſtians 
now a days? who by their Uneaſineſs 
and Impatience during the time of 
Divine Service, and by the Haſte they 
make to get out of 7 Church when 
2 * is. 
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att is over: ſeem as tho? they loathel 
theſe holy Ordinances, and thought 
_ «the Time loſt which is ſpent in the 
- . Houſe and Worſhip of God. Who 
400 nearly reſemble thoſe profane 
Perſons the Prophet ſpeaks of, They 
rt eue the People cometh, and 
.they ſit before thee as my People, and t 
— ty Vords, but they will 2 Tan 
For with their Mouth they ſhew much 
Love, but their Heart goeth after their 
Covetouſneſs, Ezek. xxxiii. 31. We 
muſt therefore leave behind us all 
worldly Thoughts and Cares, when 
e go to the Houſe of the Lord, to 
Worſhip in his holy Temple; theſe 
muſt be carefully baniſhed out of our 
Minds; that we may ſerve God with I dee; 
a truly pious and devout Heart. We | the 
muſt then ſet our Affections on my vert 
Above, and not on things on the Earth: any 
Our Converſation muſt be wholly in I cer: 
Heaven, and no Thoughts but of God of f 
and Religion muſt enter into our of « 
Hearts. 191 V 
And to all this we muſt add Fre- ma 
guency. We muſt not kt every _— ſior 
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ling Excuſe, every Shower of Rain, or 
Blaſt of Wind, nay nor every little 
Indiſpoſition, keep us from Church: 
But we muſt be zealous and fervent 
in the Worſhip of God; we muſt con. 
ſtantly attend his Houſe on the Lord's 
Day, and on other Days too, when 
Divine Service is to be had; except 
ſome very urgent Occaſion prevents 
us. And let us not go immediately 
from our Devotion to Buſineſs or Di- 
verſion; but let us retire into our Clo- 
ſets, and there reflect upon what: we 
have heard; and this not to raiſe Ca- 
vils againſt, or criticize upon hat 
has been ſaid, and ſo to expoſe the 
Miniſter; but in order to fix it more 
deep in our Hearts, and to bring forth 
the Fruit of it in our Lives and Con- 
ver ſations. And if we have heard 
any thing, which particularly con- 
ceras our ſelves, and which may be 
of frequent Uſe. to us in the Conduct 
of our Lives, we ſhould do well to 
commit it to Writwg : So that we 
may have Recourſe to it upon Occa- 
ſion. Would we but thus prepare 

JJV 
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our ſelves for Hearing the Word of 
God preached, Of laying aſide al. 
Prejudice againſt the Preacher and his 
Doctrine; by purifying our Hearts fre 
and Intentions; and by Prayer to me 
. «God to enlighten our Minds and Un. we; 
derſtandings; and conſtantly come 
to Church, and behave our ſelves 
there with Reverence, Attention, Pa. 
tience, and Devotion: And when we 
come home, recollect what we have 
heard, and lay it up in our Hearts and 
Minds; then ſhould we not be of the 
Number of thoſe unprofitable Ser- 
wants, who ſhall be beaten with ma- 
ny Stripes: But like the Seed ſown in 
good Ground, we ſhould grow up, 
And fructify, and bring forth ſome 
thirty, ſome ſixty, and ſome an hun. ce: 
dred fold. Would we but thus at- Sup; 
tend upon the Preaching of the Word 
of God, We ſbould have our Fruit unto I bol. 
Holineſs, and our End mould be everlaſ. ¶ nan 
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irts 4 frequent Reception of the Holy 1 
. ment of the Lord's Supper, ay Ele- 
vrnth Remedy againſt $ TV. 


HE laſt Remedy which I ſhalt 
1 preſcribe againſt Sin, is a fre- 
quent Reception of the Holy Sacra. 
ment of the Lord's Supper. This is the 
moſt ſolemn, awful, and reverentiab 
Part of the Chriſtian Religion; it is 
2 Ceremony inſtituted and - ordainꝰd 
by our Lord himſelf, for the conti- 
nual Remembrance of the precious 
Saerifice of his Death and Paſſion, and 
the Ineſtimable Benefits which we re- 
ceive thereby. Baptiſi, and the Lords 
Supper, being the only Ceremonies 
which our Lord retain'd, hen he a- 
boliſh'd the Jewiſh Laws and Ordi- 
nances, we cannot but believe that 
they are deſign'd for very great and 
wiſe Ends and Parpoſes. As in Bap- 


% we have our Original Defilement 
W. waſh'd away, and are made Mem- 
185 „ 
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bers of Chriſt, Children of God,; 
are put into a Salvable State and Con- 
dition: So in the Lord's Sapper, were. 
ceive Grace and Strength to enable us 
to perform ſo much as is neceſſary for 
the working out of our Salvation, 
Chriſt having inſtituted theſe Sacra- 
ments he has certainly entaiPd parti. 
cular Graces and Bleſſings upon them: 
Hence it is that the Primitive Fa. 
thers have ſpoken ſuch great things 
of them: calling Baptiſm Grace, I. 
lamination, the Veſtment of Incorraption, 
the Lever of Regeneration, Salvation, 
and the lite. And the Holy Sacra» 
ment of the Lord's Supper, they called 
Life, the Medicine of Immortality, our 
Antidote, that we ſhould not die, but live 
for ever in Chriſt Jeſws. Nay, ſo great 
a Veneratien did they pay to it, that 
the very Table on which it was laid, 
was called, the Holy, the Myſtical, and 
the Dreadful Table, And ſo very ne- 
ceſſary did they think it, that the 
Church indulged it even to ſuch as 
were excommunicated, and were not, 
no not in caſe they recovered, — 
= te 


_ , of Evil Courſes; &c x75; 
ted to communicate, until their full 
Time of Penance was expired. So» 
the Council of Nice (Can. 13.) de- 
creed concerning lapſed Perſons and 
Penitents, who were in apparent Dan- 
ger of Death, let the Ancient.and Ca-- 
nonical Rule be obſerved; that if any 
be in that Extremity, let him by no- 
Means be deprived of his molt neceſ- 
ſary Viaticum and Proviſion for a bet- - 
ter World,” And this is no more than- 
we are taught in Artic. 25. of our 
own-Church, Sacraments ordain'd by. 
Chriſt, be not only Badges or Tokens 
of Chriſtian-Men's Profeſſion, but 
rather they be certain ſure Witneſſes, 
and effeQtual Signs of Grace, and 

GOD's good Will towards us; and 
do not only quicken, but alſo ſtreng- 
then and confirm our Faith. This is 
the Chanel, Whereby God conveys his 
Grace and Holy Spirit into our Souls: 
This is 4 Spring of Living Water, 
whereof . he. that. drinks , ſhall thirũ no- 
more for ever; but this ſhall be in him 


« Well of Hater ſpringing up into Ever- ; 
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this Fountain, which was opened for Sin 
and for Uncleanneſs, that (like as in 
the Pool of Betheſda ) whoſoever waſh- 
eth herein, ſhall be made whole, of 
whatſoever Diſeaſe he hath. For the 
Hungry here is Bread; Bread which 
came down from Heaven , and he that 
eateth thereof ſhall live for ever; this is 
the Bread of Life which ſtrengtheneth 
Man's Heart, and will enable him 


chearfully to run the Way of Gods 


Commandments. For the Thirſty 
here is Wine, Wine which will mike 
glad Man's Heart, Wine u hich will 
purge his Conſcience from Dead Works, to 
ſerve the true and Living GOD. Here 
is an Infallible Cure for the Sick, 
Strength for the Feeble and Weak, 
Refreſhment for the Weary and Hea- 
vy. laden; Knowledge for the Igno- 
rant, Comfort for the Afflicted; in a 
Word, here is all we need, or can de- 
ſire, here we have all our Wants fup- 
ply d, in this Holy Sacrament we ſhall 


effectually receive our Bleſſed Saviour, 
and all the Benefits of his Paſſion; 
here we ſhall be made one with 
2200 | Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, and Chriſt with us; here we 


ſhall have all our Wounds, and Brui- 


and Affections ſubdu'd, all our Vir- 


tues and- Graces confirm'd, and our 


Souls ſo firmly united to Chriſt, that 


no. Temptation: ſhall be able to ſe. 


parate us. In the Primitive Times 


this was made uſe of as a Prepara« 
tion for the greateſt Tryals, and to 


enable Men to dye Martyrs for the 


St. * Cyprian, whom we exhort to Fight, -' 


we do not ſend out naked and unarm'd, 


but we fortify them with the Body and 


Blood f CHRIST; thoſe that we © 
 Woulg: preſerve fi rom: the Hands of their 


Enesies, we arm with the Lord's Sup- 


* Quos excitamur & hortamur ad prali um, non 


inermes & nudos relinquamus, ſed proteRione -* 


ſanguinis & corporis Chriſti muniamus: & cum 


ſes, and putrifying Sores, healed, 1 
mean all our Sins pardoned; here we 

ſhall have our Weakneſſes and-Infir- - 
mities ſtrengthened, our unruly Luſts 


1 


ad hoc fiat euchariſtia, ut poſſit accipientibus eſſe 


tutela, quos tutos eſle contra adyerjarium volu- 


mus, munimento dominicæ ſaturitatis armemus: 
ein vs e ba ee vl 
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per. But altho* the Graces and Be- 
nefits of the Lord's Supper are fo 
many and ſo great, yet we muſt not 
think, that the meer Opus operatum, 
the bare Doing of the Work, Wil 
_ entitle us to them; the Bleſſings of 


by the Fire; the Sacrament operates 
only by Virtue of the Spirit of God, 


nd the Spirit of God will have a 
Diſpofition proper to work upon: 


We mult either come to this Hea- 
venly Banquet with ſuch a Prepara- 
tion of Soul as becomes it; that is, 


with a deep and hearty Sorrow for 


our Sins, and with pure Affections, 


nan holy Reſolutions; or elſe we 


Krall be ſo far from receiving it to 


our Comfort, that we ſhall incur the 


eſt Danger thereby: For to 
Keg any  unmortify'd Sins along 
with us to this Holy Table, is to 
prophane the Sacred Myſtery, to 
tread under Foot the Son of God; 
to account the Blood of the Covenant, 


wherewith he hath fantify'd u, an un- 


| boly thing, and id do deſpite to the 
s nl 


it are not effected naturally, as Heat 
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Spirit of Grace; this were to cracify the 
Son of God afreſh , and put him to a 
open Shame. For the Wicked, and 
ſuch as be void of a Lively Faith, 


alcho they do carnally and-viſibly - 


preſs with their Teeth the Sacrament - 


of the Body and Blood of Obriſt. 


in no wiſe are they Partakers of 
Chriſt; but rather, to their Con- 
demnation, do eat and drink the 
Sign or Sacrament of ſo great a 


Thing. If we come to the Lord's 


Table with Hands defil'd with Blood, 
with Eyes full of Adultery and Un- 
cleanneſs, with Hearts ſwolPa wich 
Rancour and Malice, Hatred and 
Revenge, we ſhall be Unworthy. 
Partakers thereof: And if a Man 
eats and drinks unworthily at this 
Holy Feaſt, the Apoſtle has denounc'd * 


his Doom; wiz. that Hie eateth and 


arinketh damnation to himſelf, 1 Cor. 
xi. 29. All Mankind have ever had 


this Notion, that Holy Things oughe- 


to be gone about with the greateſt = 


Deli 
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Deliberation and Preparation of Soul; 
this the very Heathens ſaw by the 
Light of Nature: For which reaſon, 
their conſtant Cuſtom was, before 
they went to their Sacrifical Ban- 
quets, to prepare themſelves with 
many previous Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, ſuppoſing that thereby they 
did ſanctiſie and fit themſelves for 

the Service of their Deities. The 
Fyberites invited their Women to 
their ſolemn Sacrifices, a full year 
before the Celebration of them, that 
they might with the greater Decen- 
cy and Gravity attend the Solemnity; 
and when their Services were begin. 
ning, Proclamation was made 7is v 
Who are here? Whereunto they an- 
ſwered ad x3 yas; that is, Many and 

good Men: and if any was found 
there, who was known to be other- 
wile, to be polluted or ſtained with 
any groſs Wickedneſs, he was not 
allowed to come to the Altar; it be- 
ing their Opinion, that none ought 
to meddle with Sacred Things, but 
ſuch as were upright in Mind, _ 
* . voi 


\ 
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; void of an evil Conſcience. | And as 

& | for the Jews, it is very well known, 

1, chat God ga ve them three days warn» 

e ing of the Publication of the Law, 

1- | that they might, by a pious and de- 
h |} vout Care, fit themſelves for a wor- 
»-. | thy Reception of it; and none was 

y | permitted to partake of the Paſſover 
r || (whereof this Chriſtian Solemnity is 
e | ſubſtituted and appointed) that was 
o not duly, prepar'd for it by the Rite 
of Circumciſion; no Proſelyte was 
ſuffered to come, that was not firſt 
ſanctified and fitted for it, according 

as the Law directs in that caſe; none 
that were in their Uncleanneſs, or 
in any reſpect legally impure, were 
to be admitted, till they were clean - 
ſed from their Pollution; for which 
reaſon God gave them four days to 
prepare themſelves, before they pre- 
ſumed to eat or drink before the holy 
one of Iſrael, Did then both Jews and 
Gentiles ſo carefully prepare them. 
ſelves for their Sacrifices? Did the 
Pagans, as well as the Jews, before 


their Sacrifical Feaſts, forbear the 
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very 8 any Bread that was 
leavened, leſt they ſhould be pollu- 
ted? Certainly then, we Chriſtians 
ought with the utmoſt diligence to 
put away the Leaven of Malice and 
Wickedneſs, before we can be fit to 
eat this unleavened Bread of Since- 
rity and Truth. Did they uſe ſo 
many ſorts of Purgations and Waſh. 
ings; cleanſing as well their Cloaths 
as their Bodies, with tlie pureſt Wa- 
ter that was approprated to that 
uſe? Did they abſtain for many days 
before-hand from eating of Fleſh, 
and drinking of Wine? Did they re- 
frain from the Marriage-Bed, and 
from all carnal Pleaſures, uſing many 
Artificial: Methods to ſubdue and 
mortifie their ſenſual Appetites? 
What Care then ought we Chriſtians 
to take to cleanſe aur ſelves from all. 

filthineſs, both of Fleſh and Spirit, and 

to waſh our Hands in Innocency, before 
we compaſs the Altar of our Lord? For 
this is a Feaſt of the higheſt and no- 


bleſt Nature that ever Was: We have 


an Alter, whereat neither Heathen 


88 
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nor Jew hath any right to eat: And A 
we have a Sacrifice to partake of, 
which is infinitely better than thou- 
ſands of Rams, or Ten thouſands of 
Rivers of Oil: For here we feed on 
the Son of God himſelf, on Chriſt our 
Paſſover, who was ſacrificed for us; 
whoſe Fleſb is Meat indeed, and whoſe 
Blood in Drink indeed; and therefore 
we ought to take the greateſt Care 
that we do not eat and drink ſo, as 
not diſcerning the Lord's Body. To 
avoid which grievous Sin, and to- 
remind the People with what Holy . 
Diſpoſitions _ to come to 
this Heavenly Feaſt; 1 


ſt; in the Primi- 
time Church, before the Celebration 
of this Holy Sacrament began the 
Deacon, cried out % reis dyie Holy 
Things are for - Holy Perſons, And 
our own Church has moſt prudently 
ordered, that Warning ſhall be given | 
for the Celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion, upon the Sunday, or ſome 
Holy Day immediately preceding, to 
prevent Ignorance, and want of Pre: 
paration in her Communicants ; — 
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that they may come religiouſly. and 
devoutly diſpeſed: And ſhe has ta. 
ken no leſs Care to inſtruct all her 

Members in the way and means 
thereto; which ſhe tells them, is to 
examine their Lives and Converſa- 

tions, by the Rule of God's Com. 
mandments; and wherein ſoever they 
Mall perceive themſelves to have o 
| fended „either by Will 5 Word, or * 
Deed; there to bewail their own Sin- 
fulneſs, and to conkgſs themſelves to 
Ahnighty God, wick full pur poſe of 
amendment of Life: And if they 
hall perceive their Offences to be 
ſuch as are not only againſt God, but 
alſo againſt their Neighbours, then 
muſt they reconcile themſelves unto. I II. 
them, being ready to make Reſtitu · 
tion and Satisfaction, according to 1 xx 
the utter moſt of their Powers, for all 
Injuries and Wrongs done by them | - @, 
to any other: And being likewiſe th 
ready to forgive others that have oh li 
ended: them, as they would have | 1 


* CY 


rgiveneſs of their Offences at God's 
Hand: For otherwiſe the receiving 
3891 * ate? the 


nothing 
elſe but increaſe their Damnation. 
Therefore if any of them be a Blaſ- 
phemer of God, an Hinderer or Slan- 
derer of his Word, an Adulterer, or 
be in Malice, or Envy, or any other 
grievous Crime; they muſt repent of 
their Sins, or elſe not come to that 
Holy Table; leſt after the taking of 
that Holy Sacrament, tlie Devil enter 
into them, as he entred into Jada, 
and fill them fu all Iniquities, and 
bring them tif Beſtruction both af. 
Body and g . ERR. 
Let us then negleck no opportuni-- 
ty of coming to this Spiritual Feaſt; 
and let us take Care to come with 
Hearts and Souls ſo prepar'd, that: 
we may be meet Partakers of this 
Holy Table. Let us bid adieu to all 
our Darling Sins, and make firm and- 
ſtedfaſt Reſolutions againſt them for 
the future. Let us come with a 
lively Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, with- 
Hearts truly thankful to God for 
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186 The Danger and Folly: 
the Redemption of the World by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the in- 
numerable Benefits which his Pre- 
cious Blood ſhedding hath obtained 
T 
And laftly, let us baniſh all Wrath 
and Variance, all Grudges and Ani- 
moſities out of our Hearts; and fo 
let us come in perfect Peace, and 
true Chriſtian Charity with all our 
Brethren : For K he only, that 
that thus eateth Cheilt's Fleſh, 
and: drinketh his. Blood, ſhall. live 


for ever, 


„ 


it as I thought moſt like 


CONCLUSION, , 


AVING 1n the fore; oing 
Di ſcourſe ſhewn the baſe and 


vile Nature of Sin, and the dreadful 
Conſequences and Effects of it, as 
well in this World, as in the other, 


and preſcrib'd ſuch Remedies again, 
to cure it, 
I ſhall dalys ſpeak a Word or twe by: 
way of 3 to Two Sorts 
of Perſons, and then T have done. 
The 6rft Sort of Perſons 1 ſhall 
addreſs my ſelf to, are the Young, 
and Innocent, who have hitherto. 
eſcap'd the Pollutions of the World, 
and are engag'd in a Courſe of Vir- 
tue and Piety. And my Advice to 
theſe happy Perſons, is, to go on ia 
Bleſſed the Way they are alteady en- 


gag'd in, ſeriouſly to Remember their 


Creator in the Days of their Toath, 
while the evil Days come not, nur the 


Tears iran ue when n ſball Ju 
have 
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have no Pleaſitre in them, Eccleſ xii. 
r. To be ſtedfaſt in their Religion, 
and to.preſerve:their Innocence with: 
the greateſt Care and Tenderneſs. 
Keep your Innocency, (you. wiſe and 
happy Perſons) and tale herd to the 


— 


thing that u rigbt; for that will bring 
you Peace, Peace Eternal, at the laſt; of 
Innocence is an ineſtimable Jewel, 0 
and no Man knows what he does, ag 
when he firſt parts with it. No. . 
Man can be ſenſible what a Fun- || *©** 
dation of Woe and:Miſery he lays up 0 
for himſelf, when he firſt enters up- 1 
on a Sinful . Courſe ; he- does nov 0 
conſider whither his Luſts may drive | © 
him, and how. wretched they may 
make him, before: they leave him. || Y 


Think not then, when you are tenip- e 
ted to Sin, chat you may now yield 4 
to. its Solicitations, and recover your R 


ſelves again by Repentance: But ra- | 
ther * — to reſiſt the | © 
Temptations of the World, the Fleſn, 
and the Devil; and to continue 
Chriſt's faithful Soldiers and Servants 
unto our Lives end. Reſolve; while || ©* 


S 1 — ©. Vs £ 
4 o : | * * * of © * 3 be 


„ 


x 5 * 


— 
_ P 


gy = 
wm 


g- 


CFC 


of Evil Courſes, c. 133 


you are innocent and uncorrupted, 
while you have Time before you, 


and may: do it with the greater eaſe; 


to make jour Calling and Election ſure, 


to run with Patience the Race that is ſet 
before you, and to preſs Fay; to the 


| Mark of the High. Calling. Reſolve 


to deſpiſe the vain Pomp and:Glory 
of this wicked World, and all the 


[ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh. And laſt- 


ly, reſolve to reſiſt the Devil, and 


then he will be forc'd to fly from 
vo.. 5 


* 


And for your Encouragement in 
your Chriſtian Warfare, be pleasd 


to conſider, that Whatever Difficulty 


you may meet with in your Way; 


whether, Poverty or Diſgrace, Hun- 
ger or Nakedneſs, Perſecution. or 
Affliction, or whatever other Obſta- 
cle may hinder you from running the 


Race that is ſet before you; yet you 


may comfort and ſtrengthen your 
ſelves, and one another, with theſe 


Thoughts, That if you ſtrive man- 
fully, God will enable you to o,. 


come, and that Heaven will be an 


ample 
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-ample Reward for all your Labour 
and Pains, for all your Sorrows and 
Afflictions here below. For as the 
Apoſtle ſays, The Sufftrings of this 
preſent Time, are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the Glory which ſball be re. 
wealed in u, Rom. viii. 18. Our Suf- 
ferings here are but for a Moment, 
there we ſhall have Pleaſure for eyer- 
more ; here our Sorrows have ſome 
mixture of Joy and Comfort, there 
we ſhall enjoy an Happineſs without 
the leaſt Allay of Miſery ; an Hap- 
pineſs, infinite both in Duration and 
Degree. And therefore what can 
be more reaſonable, than the Apo- 
ſtle's Inference, that either Tribula- 
Lion, nor Diſtreſs, nor Per ſecution, nor 
Famine, nor Nakedneſs, nor Peril, nor 
Sword, nor Death, nor Life, nor An- 
gels, nor Principalities, nor Powers, 
wor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor ' any other 
Creature, ſbould be able to ſeparate . 
from the Love of God, which it in Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord, Rom. vii. 35, 38, 39. 
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l Ebi Courſes, Ke. 19x 
r | The Holy Scripture, for our En- 
d couragement in Well.doing, gives 
e us many, and moſt lovely Deſcripti- 
s 


ons of the Joys of Heaven, Holy 
- Job ſays, There the Wicked: ceaſe from 
> | troubling, and there the Weary be at 
Reſt ; there the Priſoners reſt together, 
they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſ= 
ſor; the ſmall and the great are there, 
and the Servant is free from his Ma- 
fer, Job iti. 17, 18, 19. And the 
Pſalmiſt tells us, that in God's Pre- 
ſence there is Fulneſs of Toy, and on 
his Right Hand there are Pleaſures for 
evermore, Pſal, xvi. 1 1. And the Pro- 
phet Daniel, that they. that be Wiſe 
[ball ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Fir. 
mament, and they that turn many un- 
to Righteouſneſs as the Stars for ever 
and ever, Dan. xii. 3. And St. Joh 
ſays, that they (meaning the bleſſed 
Saints in Heaven) Dal hunger uo 
more, neither ſball they thirſt any more; 
neither ſhall the Sun light on them, nor 
any beat; for the Lamb that i in the 
midſt of the Throne ſhall feed them, 
and ſball lead them anto living Fus. 
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turns of Maters; and God ſhall Wipe 
. away all Tears rom their Eyes, Rev. vii, 
16, 17. Conſider then, you that have 
entred upon an Early Piety, that if 
you reſolutely maintain your Inno- 
cence, you have a Right and Title 
to that great and glorious Reward, 
that exceeding weight of Glory, 
that Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
God will one Day confer upon his 
true and faithful Servants. The 
Hopes of ſuch unſpeakable Joys, one 
would think, were ſufficient to ena- 
ble the weakeſt Man alive to ſur. 
mouat the greateſt Difficulties, to 
_ undergo the moſt rigorous Diſcipline, 
and to get an entire Maſtery over 
his moſt prevailing Luſts and Paſſi- 
ons: Having therefore theſe great and 
gracious Promiſes, let us cleanſe. our 
ſelves from all Filthineſs both of. the 
Hleſb and Spirit, 4 K Holineſs 
in Ng Fear of GO D, 2 Cor. vii. 1. 
Conſider, you happy Perſons, who 
have not yet been deluded thro? the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin, what a Stake 
you. have to manage, what a Prize 
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you have to run f 
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: wie that ay havent N e 4 
re you, that many a dyin 7 

: would: give, if it Were polli roll, jo Fu = 
e nber Nee redeem, C _- 
| chat von are yer; Cotbed wit 9 1 
„ White Robe of Innocence, and at 
if yon do dur keep chat Garment, 
- | for a few- Years undekidoyou;wll 
je de free from the Pangs aliRemorkes. 

e | of Reperitance,. you will bairee fam 


will, with Joy and Gladnelyy 1 
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would: they but let a Son VN 
acceptable: to them; would they 
ok about them, and. conſider in 
_ tine} Whither: this Courſe Will lead 
wem; "would they take Care to get 
506 of this Dangerous State: Aud 
wis can no other way be done, but 
wy a true and hearty Repentance, h 
Mating off their Sins by Rig Breda 
dee hei, Iniquities by "be 41s 
8 n 8 

| eng. j franquill 
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ſet about this Important Affair, let 
them conſider the infinite Danger 
they are in. while they conkinue in 
Sim: Det them conſider, that N x 
Eternal Happineſs lies ak Stakke, and 
that except they repent, and kutn 
dunto the Lord, they ſhall certainly 
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| Isa. v. 6, 7. And do not 1 
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will then lool upon 2 nar, 
as vain and trifling; 1 
then be canvine'd,. that Vi irtue is 
only Pleaſure, unt that the K 
datisfaction is in doing bag - _- 
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end leg\ him return. unto' the) Lord, and. 
he will have Mercy. # 42 uin ad. to- 
or God, for he will, ahungantly, Pardon, 


cknefs gr;OldjAge, 
Fore e ve Me: 
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Ehe wen e h en 


pou" the Wrath" that ſball he 4t 
the End, and the time of 'Vengeanct, 
then be jhal turn away his Face, Becluf, 
xvii” 21, 22, 24. Alas! how unfit 
. we then be ſor ſo Important a 
ork, as Repentance is? We ſhall 
all of us mo certainly have Trou- 
ble enough Without it when we 
come te dye, and may very wel 
ay, Sufficient for that Day, is the 
een and nr Evil e 
bora the things Which. deppen 
and encourage Immorality and Pro- 
Phaneneſs, none do it more, than 
de e of Repentance. Moſt Men 
_ «thiyk,” chat tho) they ſpend their 
tet in the purſuit of their 
ſts and Vanities, x; they do but 
et to Hea- 
Jen, and. as thoſe whoſe 
whole Lives have been dedicated to 


Relig ion. And to this end, they 
Welt * 8 (and 1 
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3 ad an ries; &c. 
| pr ay: God, that in the 00 
nt prove to their, own Deſtructign:) 
Becauſe our Bleſſed Saviour told the 
Thief upon the Crols,: that, that. Der 


| be ſhould be be with him in Paridiſe ; tho 
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-with ne Thisfs ſelf-evident, 
aud therefore I think it more neceſ. 
fary to ſhew theſe Men the Danger 
they run, and how unreaſonable it 
is to continue in their Sins, and to 
truſt to a Death- Bed R Repentance. 


Aud this 1 ſhall do, fer? —— 
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his whole Life in the "Contempt of- 
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 call'd:tg,Day, lett we provoke God 
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* * * 


_ ar ng om bio Pr efence, 


and to take his Holy Spirit from us, 


2 


Let as wort the Works of him that ſent 


when no Man can work, Joh. ix. 4. Let 
us from this very Moment think on 
dur Ways, and Sin no more; leſt we 


kindle 


le God's Wrath and Indignation 
againſt us; ſo will Deſtruction come 


upon us una wares, and we ſhall pe- 


F 3318 1 38t 
2. As it is very uncertain, whether 


" 
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| he..har., delays his Repentance to 


Siekneſs and Old Age, ſhall repent 
at all, or no: So I cannot ſee what 
round the Sinner has to hope, that 
if he does, then repent, ſuch a late 
and decrepid Repentance ſhall be 
unto Salvation. For I am ſure, 
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' _ _ Life, Believing in God, and his Son 
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he who has been careleſs of his Duty 
„ to God all his Life long, if he repents 
5. when he is leaving the World, has 
perform d theſe Conditions? No cer- 
„ rainly. Its true, he has believ'd 
et arigtt, but a right Faith alone will 
not do the Work; he muſt likewiſe, 
de if he hopes to be faved, have the 
Fruit of his Faith laid up in ſtore, 
ne vr. Good Works, and a Holy Ne. 
e. Tho? a Man hath Faith enough even 
to remove Mountains, if it does not 
g bring forth in — —— of Good 
0. Works, it will profit him nothing. 
at Theſe are what we — ay 
at doing all the Days of our Life ; if 
at we have negleQed them till the time 
of Sickneſs, or Old Age, they will 
then prove difficult; if not impoſſi-— 
ble; we ſhall then ſet about them 
very idly, and run them over with ſo 
much haſte and precipitation, that 
it's to be fear d God will not accept 
"| them. And indeed we cannot ſup- 
/ poſe, that the Service of thoſe Days 
ſhould: be pleaſing to God Almightey, 
hat Which are fo clog?d * 5 
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202 The Danger and Foliy 
Old Age, which are become ſo great 
a Burden to us, that we. our felves 
can take no Pleaſure in them. Is the 
Prime and Flower of our Age too 
good for God? Is Heaven ſo indiſſe- 
rent a place, or has God done ſo lit 
tle for us, that We cannot find in our 
Hearts to ſpend a ſhort Life in his 
Service? With what Face can we put 
off God, till our Lives and Faculties 


pent and worn away? 
Till our Underſtandings are dark and 
dull, our Memories frail and treachs: 
rous; and we are approach'd to the 
very Conſines of he — If ye of. 
fer the Blind for Saerifice, is it not evil? 
| and if ye 0 er. the Lame and the Sick, 


= wot evil! Offer it now unto thy Gower. | 
ur; mill be be e pleas'd with thee, on ar. 


cops thy Perſon, ſaith the. Lord of Hoſts? 
Mal. i. 8. But grant that a dying Sin- 

ner does all that can be done at ſuch 
a time, if he expreſſes never ſo much 
Sorrow for his Sins paſt, makes the 
moſt ſolemn Proteſt ation againſt them 
for the future; Man's Heart is ſo ve- 
1 — that en this he cannot 


give 
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give full and ſufficient Aſſurance of the 
, Sincerity: of his Repentance. Do not we 
daily ſee, chat all this is ſo far from being 
a eruly Godly: Sorrow which worketh Rel“ 
> BE pencance ; that it is only the Sorrow of a 
4 Malefactar when he's going to the Place 
of Execution; his Sorrow does not TM 
esd from ttue Senſe of his Crim 
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2 e eng of Sie, and inde... I 
gratitude to God; but from the Fear gf, Þ}: 
the Puniſhment he's about to ſuffer for | 
them. How many, when they are viſited 
with Sickneſs, give all imaginable Signs 
of a deep Sorrow for their Sins, and an 
hearty 9 unfeigned Repentance ; «who 
are no ſooner recover d, 22d think the 
Danger an. but the . return like che - 
Dog to the Vomit, and the So. d her 
wallowing in the Mire, and become ten 
times more the Children of Wrath than 
they were before. Thus hazardous it is 1 
to truſt to a late Repentance Now the "_ 
way to be free from all -Beavs and D- Þ: 
gers in this matter, is do repent inmed- 1 
ately, while wWe have Heath and Stremgeh 
to go thoraugh with our Wark: egi 
Glory to the, Lord bur God, hefare bt cn Dew- 
neſs, and before our Feet fumble upon the dark 
Mountains ; and while wie lot for Light, and © 
be thry it into the Shadew of Branz, and male 
it 0 Darkneſs, _ Xili, 6. | Where. 
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| Wherefore my Brethren, if you value 
your precious and immortal Souls, do not 
diefer this Momentous Affair any longer, 
bur fincerely and * ſet about it 
from this very Hour; leſt God ſay unto 
vou, as Wiſdom ſays unto thoſe that de- 
fi piſe her; with whoſe Words 1 ſhall con- 
clude. Becauſe I bave call d and ye reſuſ d, 
1 have ſtreteb d cut my band, and no Man rer 
geaerded; but ye bave ſet at naug bt al my coun- 
ſel, and would none of my 7 1 alſo'wilt 

| laugh at your calamity, I will mock-when' your 
fear cometh, When your fear cometh as deſola- 
tion, and your deſtruction cometh as a whitl: 
uind; when diſtreſs and anguiſh cometh upon 
you, then ſhall they call upon me, but I will not 
anſier; they (ball ſeek me early, but they ſhall 
not find me: For that they bated knowledge, 
and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord; . ey 
-would none of my counſel, they” deſpiſed all my 
 reproof. Therefore ſhall they eat ofthe fruit 
their own way, and be filed with their own 
- devices. For the turning 'away of the ſimple 
- ſhall flay them, and the proſperity of fools ſhal 
deftroy them. But whoſo bearkneth unto me, 
ſha: dell ſafely, and ſpall be quiet from fea 
evil, Prov. i. 44, and ſo on... 
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b | Ms Infrufio, Rules for Preaching; or Adrice to 
all Novices in that Divine Art; plain] 
Subject, Method, and Style, may 
eich is now added 
4 gs, Works, and 
res firſt Centuries ; ith owe Actoun ofthe four 
Fit Councils. 
_ Contentment, Patience, _ Refignation to the 
5 wil of Ged in ſeyeral Sermons, by _ D. * 
We. 32 Maſter of Trinity Callege in 

The e of bc 
Cuche Wich a 
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Bcchate End of the Creation, and y Human 
Nature, are conſider d. 2. The Nature of the World, with 
= "tt ork of ber ordinury Courſe, in Producing 
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* a ri 
ted . erde ie now made 3 aud from © i 
the beſt Edition of the Original, and Illuſtrated with ts 
Sicur Amel de 1s Howſſais' Notes. By Me a Y 
The third Eidion, Corre 4 
The Hiſtory of Perſia, containing the Lives and. mer 

morable Actions of its Kings from che firſt ceting of 

that Monarchy to this Time; an exact Deſcription 

its Dominions; a curious Accaunt of India, Ching, 7 Tartan, 
Kermon, Arabia, Nixabir, and the Iſlands. of Colm and 6 
Timor; as alſo of all Cities occaſionally mention'd, as 8 
Schiras, Samarkand, Bokara, &c. Manners and Cuſtoms, of - 
thoſe People, Perſian Worſhippers of Fixe; Plants, . 9 
Product Lo Trade; with inſtructive and pleaſant + 

tories a" es occaſi- 
the 1 ; 


merlane &c. 


Lives of the Snag of Harmuz, or 3 The rſs 
Hitary written in Arabick by. Mi, len, à tamous Zaſlees 
Author: That of Ormux, by Wm. ot that 3 


Both of them tranſla: ed into $ 

who lived ſeveral Years in 

firſt render d into I 
Tullys Morals, or Offices, in alt the win * 9 ; 

tion. Revisd and Corrected by Mr. Tho Cackman. 1 


Letters of Abelard and Heloiſe. Ta which is 9. 
4 particular Aceouat of their Lives, Amours, and 6 'Y 
tunes, Extracted chiefly from Monſieur T0 dae 1 | 


from the French. 4 
Coſmography in Four Books, con the cee. 
graphy — of the whole Vall, all the Pr 


cipal Kingdoms, Pravinces, Seas, and the Iles cases, 13 43 
by Peter Heylin. D. D. Improved with an Hiftaricgl ts = 

| tinuation to the preſent Times, by E. Bokyn, Eſq; Win 
a large and more accurate [ndex than was in any of the 4 

former Editions, of all the Kingdoms, Provinces, Coun» * 

tries — — * Wann Rivers, Seas, | 


2 


D d——2— ͤ og 


Tyner of London, and divers antient Authors, by Sir John 
Doaridge, Knight. The ſecond Edition: To which is 
'added, his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales's Patent, 
both in Latin and Engliſh; alſo an Account vf his Digni- | 
ty, Privileges, Arms, Rank and Titles, and of his Sons 
and Daughters. © © 


= before Judgment was given, until the 10th of May 1641. 
— N Shewing 


Broke 94% by L Bron 


E Iſlands, Forts, Bays. Capes, Forreſts, Ov. of any Remark | 
in the who'e World: Revis d and clear d from a multi- 


tude of Miſtakes, which had crept into former Impreſ- 


ſions, and five new engrav d Maps, accordi to the beſt 
and moſt exact Proj oy "if I, 


The true ſecret Hiftory of the Lives and Reigns of all 
the Kings and Queens of England, from King William the 


Firſt, called the Conqueror. To which is prefix d, an 
= Abſtract of the general Hiſtory of each Reign: Collected 

- {chiefly) from Original Manuſcripts, and the moſt valua - 
bla private Memoirs, and Authentick Hiſtorians, By 2 
Perſon of Honour. 


Of the Power of Parliaments, with Political Obſerva · 


tions relating tfereunto, by Thomas Rhymer, Eſq; late Hi- 
Roriographer-Royal. e on Occafion of Captain 
Keel being expelled the Houſe of Commons. 


An Hiſtorical Account of the Antient and Modern State 
of the Principality of Wales, Dutchy of Cornwal, and Earl- 
'dom of Cheſter ; Collected out of the Records of the 


The * of Nations ; more particularly of the 


ein France Engliſhed by Mr. 


The Tryal of Thomas Earl of Strafford, Lord-Lieutenant . 
of Ireland upon an Impeachment of High-Treaſon,” by the 
Commons afſembled in Parliament, in the Name of 

"Themſelves and of the Commons in England, begun in 


Wa Hall the 22d of March 1640; and continued 


a” 


* 


e or Gauls, taken to be originally the ſame People as 
antient Britains. Containing great Variety of Eliſto- 
1 rial, Chronological, and Ety mological Diſcoveries, many 

of them unknown both to the Greeks arid Romans. By 
Monſieur Pexron Doctor in Divinity, and Abbot of Ls 


. 1 6 4 AA Og ge POET. OO REY, ig 7 EG Ele rh, PEE TOE PR LS 


alli. 


e * 


* A 2 42 Fry p 


| = | — Pry 22 * . R 
„ D wy W A LY ” " yy 4 TI" "I 4 
25 he * o b, . Y _ PI 
wo 7 . eg IL 5 . — * 
* Pa * 
— * * * 5 pl 


the Farm of Parliamen Proceedings in 2 1 
Im ment of Treaſon, To _ is added, a hrt I 
Account of ſome other Matters of Fatt tranſaQteq in both, 2 1 b 
Houſes of Parliament, Precedent: rey 
N to the T With ſome ſpecial 
Law relating to a Bill of Attainder. 


and impaftially publiſh'd, 
tion. 
tion; by Sir 1 


"th © 


" TheC Blackmore. by 


Flier" 2:igh to which is added, the Reader, 9 


The Works of his Grace,” Gtorge Villiers, late Dake 
of Buckingham," In Two x Sn in 
pleat Collection of all his Dramati 


aQed, with ſeveral d Tag, 
ginal Manuſcripts; alſo hi Pon, Piles ohms 
hes in Parliament. To whi 


ters, and his 185 2 
ed, 4 Collection of the moſt remarkable cs, De- L 
bates, and Conferences of the moſt eminent 
23 the 5 Lords and E N 
cer 1640, to the preſent Time, by the Ear 3 
rendon, Ear of Pambrl, Earl of 4 75 
Earl of Sh 
Laura,, 


liam W es Sir Aſhiy Cooper, Si 7 
— B - 
and ſeveral others. The Third Edition, - 
with lage Additions, adorn d with Cuts. 
5 The Works of Mr. Wiliam Shakeſpear, in "mA + 
'Y _  lames: With his Life, by 8. Rowe, Ek A 
Prince 4rthur, an Heroick Poem. In Ten By: 4 
Sir Kichard Blackmore, Knight, M. D. af Tele of the 
College of Phyſicians in Londem. The Fourth Edition re- 
viſed. To which is annexed, an Index, . _— 
Names of Countries, Cities, and Rivers, (r. i 4 | 
The Mawſolewm: A Poem Fan 
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3 3s "The - wand and ſhe wou'd not; or, the Kind lee 3 
e price 15 | 
Ae Or, Love and Empire, a Tragedy. The | 

* Edition, price 1 3. 8 

. Flood; or, the Hiſtory of the General Deloge, | 

price 1. 

* of Aſatia. a Comedy, price 12. 

ny 2 or Taming of tl Shrew, a men 

price 12. 


Farbe Gameſter. a Comedy, price & Bn 

The Amorous Widow; or, the Wanton wiſe, A Co- 
Fong price 1 s. - 5 
Poems on ſeveral Qccaſions, viz. The Prevalence of 
* "Cuſtom. The ans Dream. Jupiter and the Far- 
mer. The Spleen. The Philoſopher. - The young Man 
aud his Statue. Adam pos d. The Houſe of Socrates. The 
Wit WR od the Beau. Cupid and Folly. Alcidor. The A- 

cheiſt and Acorn. The Miller, his Son, and their Afs. 

- The Phoenix. A Nocturnal Reverie. The Shepherd- pi- 
Ping to the Fiſhes: Love, Death, and Reputation. Fanſ-' 
ons Barn. Alexander's Epiſtle to Hapheſtion. The Lord 
; . 5 and the Bramble. The cautious Lover. The Equipage. 
= The Executor. The Change. The Nightingale. The 
= - Tradeſman and Scholar. Life's Progreſs. Ariſtomenes, &c. 
= 2 Tragedy, Cc. Written by the ge Honourable ams, 
* © Accomp ts for Landed-Men; > a plain and cafe Form 
1 wich they may obſerve in keeping Accomprs of their 
= Eſtates, by Charles Snell, Teacher of Writing and Ac- 
Lom Pts, at the Free- Writing School in Foſter-Lane. 

The Country- Survey. Book; or; Land Mcter's 'Vade- 
. aun, vrherein the Principles and Practical Rules for 
4 1 5 e of Land are fo plainly (tho? briefly) deliver d, 
.that that any one of ordinary Parts, (underftanding how to 
1 ſubſtra&, multiply ng! divide) may by the help of 
3 9 . ſmall Treatiſe alone, and a tew' cheap Inftruments 
eue to be procur d, meaſure a Parcel of Land, and with 
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Written Originally in French, by the Abbet B— and 


FRS 


ö n ſo as 2 may deere, 9 


1 9 n wy * 2 9 4 * 9 * f U 
gg % 83 3 oh, © 
wok ot 2 * N > 


7 „ N 
"Broke lth 1 9 _ 4 
8 + * 9 


" Wick an , containing twelve Problems] 
touching Compou tereſt and pn. Hos with a- We. 3 

thod to A the Work of Fellowſhi and Obi _ 2 4 

alternate, very conſiderable in many -Caſes. ld 

with ſeveral Copper Cuts, b Adam Martingdale, a Friend i 

to. Mathematical Lea Learning ** Eighth Edition. 1 


The diverting Works * the 2 Miguel de Cervantes, 5 3 
Author of Don Luxor, Now firſt tranſlated from the 1 
pur ay he an Introduction by the Author of the 
on 

A Hiſtory of the Ridiculous Extra s of Monſieur 

Ouffe ; . by his reading treating of Ma- 

ick. the Black Art, Dzmoniacks, Conjurers, Witches, 4 
Hlobgoblins, Incubus's, Succubus's, and the Diabolical ab- 
bath;. of Elves, Fairies, Wanton Spirits, Genius's, _ "= 
and Ghoſts; of- Dreams, the Philoſopers Stone, Judicial Mi 
Aſtrology, Horoſcdpes, Taliſmans, Zucki, and unluck x 
Days, Eclipſes, Comets, and all ſorts of Apparitiens, Di. I 1 
vinations, Charms, Enchantmients, and other Superſtitious 
Practices. With Notes containing a multitude of Quota * 
tions out of "thoſe Books which have either cauſed ſuch © 
extravagant Imaginations, or may ſerve to cure them 


93 k 


9 


new tranſlated into Engliſh. N 


* Tales related by Ulyſſes, Helens, aar, a 4 
* x Wt 
Ariſtotle's Art of Poetry. tanſlated from the 
Great, according to Mr. Theodore Gomlſton's Bes. * i 
ther with M. Daciers Notes tranſlated 1 | 
rench. 2 | „ 
Sir William Temple s Memoirs. 2 „ 
Honares Anglicani: Or Titles of Reben of 1 Tem: 
ral Nobility of the Engliſh Nation (Quatenus ſuch) baye 
Jad, or do now enjoy viz, Dukes, Marquiſſes, Earls, and © 
Vicounts, from the Time of the Conqueſt; and Barons from 
their firſt Inveſliture by Charter, whether by Tenure, Wir. 
of Summons to Parliament, or Patent. In a Method al-" 
together New; wherein their ſeveral Gradations.are ſee 
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uities to 61 Years, and Rules to apply 

Fu Alſo the full Uſe 3 

Y Vulgar, De- 

aud Simple In- 

reſt alſo by Practice. Likewiſe cafic Rules for Valua- 
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LA of Fane Shors, collected from 
5; our beft Hiſtorians, chiefly from the Writings of Sir Tho- 
m, More, who was her C porary, and —— 7 
bes her. Humbly offer d to the Readers and SpeQators 
-  - of ber Tragedy Written by Mr. Rowe. Inſcrib d to Mrs, 
dead. the Third Edition. Price 6 4. 5 
Tuo Tragedies, viz- Britannichs; and Alexander the 

det Now firſt tranſlated into Blank Verſe, from the 

1 __ M. Racive, by Mr. | YE 


Oxel, price 1 5. 
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An Eſſay on Criticiſm.” Written by. Mr. Pope. We, 
Fourth Edition 


Elefirs, a Tragedy. Tranſlated from the Greek of 6 f I 


The Art of Swimm 


with Advice for Bathing. By Monſieur Thevenos. 


out of French. To which is d a Prefatory Diſcourſe 


ing; Illuftrated by proper Figuren a 


cancerning Artificial Swimming; or keeping ones ſelf 


above Water, by ſeveral "Portable og. -ri in caſes of 


Dan — 

N Young Accomptant's Debtor 3 Creditor: Or, 
an Introduction to Merchants Accounts after the Iralian 5 
Manner: In an eafie and plain Method, altogether newz * 
adapted to the Concerns of Young Gentlemen: To Gen- __— 
tlemen who Manage their own Eſtates : To thoſe in 


Publick Offices: To Tradeſmen, and to all Perſons that 


ſtin-Friars, Broad. Street. 
Engliſh Proverbs, with Moral Reflections, in Imit 


of Sir Roger L'Eftrang? s Eſop. Familiarly In — * 2m 4 


to the Humours and Manners of the —— Age. The 


third Edition; to which is added, the Baton Proverb, oc- 


cafioned by the late French Expedition to Scored; and ſe- 


yeral other Proverbs never — rinted. By Of 9 
Dykes, Gent. formerly of Q in Oxon, and 


Amanuenſis to Sir Roger 1 


A new Metamorphoſis, or the Neafant Transformation; 4 


being the Golden Aſs of Lucius Apuleius of Madura. Al- 


tered and Improv d to the Modern Times and Mannersz 


expoſing the ſecret Follies and Vices, of Maids, 8 
and Widows, Nuns, Fryars, Jeſuits, Stateſmen, Courtiers 

Cc. Written in Italian by Calo Monte Scie. Fellow » 
the Academy of the Humorifli in Rome, and Tranſlated , 


from the Vatican Manuſcript: Adorned with Cuts: : In _- ; 
two Volumes. The ſecond Edition Corrected. | 


A Guide for Book-keepers, according to the Italian, 
manner now in Uſe. 3 


* 


deſire to be exact in Accounts. The Second Edition Cor- 1 
rected. By Abraham Nicholas, WW near Au- 9 
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= - Occurrences i in Trade are to be Enter'd, and in the 
- Stile proper for ſuch Entrances. By Charles Snell, Ac- 
©. _ comprant, Maier of the Free Wag ht in Foſter- 


Tus, price 15s. 

Arts 1 Or. Choice ts and Ob- 
ſieruations in Building. Husbandry, Gardening. Mechanicks, 
=  Chymittry, Painting, Japanning, Varniſbing, Gilding, In- 
= laying, Embaſſing, Carving. P ſeveral things in 


©  _ their —— and Colour, and in all other Arts and 
©.  _ Sciences pro and ures 7 extracted from the moſt 


= Celebrated Authors in : Manuſcript Ex- 
= _ periments, communicated by ſeveral ingenious Gentlemen; 
uad the Author's own Experience. By T. S. 

= _- The Art of Painting after the Italian manner, with pra- 
ical Obſervations on the principal Colours; and Dire- 
== ions how to know a good Picture, By Fobn Elſum, Eq; 
= _ Herodotus in Engliſh,*2 Vol te 1 J 
8 earn ys, rranſlated from by 


A Grammar of the Engliſh . the Arts of 


me a campleat Syſtem of an 
an, 3 'of the Schoals of Great Brides — 
land. The ſecond — 2 * Sg 
* Tbe Theopbraſtus,- or t anners of t Fe 
1 * Characters of the Court, the Town, 
3 aud the City. The third Edition, with the Addition of 
E 37 New Characters 
3 The Diſpenſary, a Poem. in fix Canto's. The ſeventh 
Edition. With cyeral Deſcriptions and Epiſodes, never 
. printed. 
* The Beaux Duel; or, A Soldier for the Ladies, « Co- 
= - Curious Amuſements : Fitted for the Entertainment 
of the Ingenious of both Sexes; writ in Imitation of the 
Count de Roche Feucaalt; and render d into Exgliſb, 25 
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S Stench Bdition Printed at Paris, by a Gentleman 2 


Pembroke-Hall, in Cambridge. To which is added, . 


Tranſlations from Greek, Latin and Italian Poets; wick 


other, Verſes and Songs on ſeveral Oecaſions, not before. 

printed, By T. Rhymer, Hiſtoriographer Royal. | 
A Letter from one Clergyman to another, concern» 
ing Miniſters jintermedling with State - Affairs, either in 
their Pulpics, or in private Converſations. Setting forth  - 


how far that is warrantable by the Word of God; or 


the Policy of Government. 


The Ferſian and the Twrkiſh Ti, com 
ted formerly from thoſe 


Poetic de In Croix, Dean of the King's Interpreters, Rea- 
der and Profeſſor in the Royal College at Paris. And 


now into Engliſh from that Tranſlation, by the — | 
Learned Dr. Xing, and ſeveral other Hands. To which. 
are added, two Letters from a French Abbot 'to his - 


Fad 


—— 
into French, by M. 
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Friend at Paris; giving zu Account of the Iſland of 


Madagaſcar ; and of the French -Ambaſſador's anne 
by the King of Siam. In two Volumes. 

rs Anatemica: Or, the Anatomy of Human 
in ſeven Books. Repreſent 


cient and Modern, and reform d according to all the 
later Diſcoyeries. Illuftrated with 29 Anatomical- 


Sculptures engraven or Copper, with their ſeveral Ex- 


plications. The moſt compleat Work of this Kind ** 
publiſtrd in Engliſh, By William Salm M. D. 
The Art of curing Vetiercal Diſcafes explaini'd, by 
Naw and Mechanical Principles, By Nicholas Bleywy, 
eon to the French. Rog, Wau into Engliſh 

om the laſt Edition of French;"by F. H. M. D. 
"The Art of Engliſh Poetry: Containing, firſt Roles 


— | War 4 1 


ing to the Mind a true i 
compleat Idea of the whole Human Frame; deliver'd 
in a compendious Method. Extracted out of the Works - A 
of the moſt learned and accurate Anatomiſts, both Au- =” 
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for Verſes. 2 A ection of the moſt agree 2 
a e a Thoughts, viz. Alluſions, 'Similes, De- 
ſcriptions and Characters of Perſons and Things, that 
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Boo i Sold by}. Brown!” © 
are to be found in the beſt Engliſh Poets. 3. A Dic? 
yy of Rhimes. By Edward Byſche, Gent, The fifth 

; wich. WY 3 | ., Po 

The Perſian Princeſs, a Tragedy; by Mr. Theobald. 
+» Poetical Miſcellanies conſiſting of Original Poems 
and Tranſlations, by the beſt Hands, publiſh'd by Mr. 

Se... | *; $07 , 
Y New Miſcellanedus Poems, with five Love-Letters, 
from a Nun to a Cavalier, done into Verſe in a neat 
Elziver Letter. The Third Edition, with large Addis 
tions, 12mo, price in Calf 2s, ' we OY 
General Obſervations and Preſcriptions in the Practice 
of Phyfick on ſeveral Perſons of Quality, &. By an 
eminent London Phyfician, who was Contemporary with 
Dr. Gifford, Dr. Ridgely, Dr. Meveral, Dr. Andrews, and 
Sir Theodore Mayerne, Phyficians in Ordinary to King 
James and King Charles the Firſt; inſcrib'd to Sir $4 
muel Garth. Knight. | : | 
| Inftitutions in Fhyſick, collected from, the Writings 
of the moſt eminent Phyſicians; by which the Princi- 
les and Fundamentals of that Art are digeſted, and ful- 
= E explained, as they relate both to the Theory ,and 

| - Practice; all which are eſtabliſn d upon the Mechaniſm - 

4 and Structure of the Solids and Fluids that compoſe an 

q Human Body; with an Introductory Preface to the 

b whole, and a Succin& Account of the Authors made 

uſe of in this Work. Being a compleat Syſtem of what 

is neceſſary to be known in the Study of Phyſick. By 

F. Browne, L. L. M. D. | Fe” 4 
An Oration upon the King's happy Arrival, deliver'd 
at Greenwich, By F. Brown, L. L. M. D. both in Latin 
and Engliſh. e s 


Alſo Variety of Law Books: Where may be had a 
great Variety of Plays; and Ready Mony for any Li- 
orary. | 
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